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THE year 1777 wiis friiii<ilit willi iinpuit to the

Aim-rlciin coloiriis. It iiuirks. iici-iiMitM. tlie

most iuM-ili>ii>i ju'riotl of our iiiitiouul history, ami one

of till- tiical crises in tiu- world's liistory. Tin' iiifiii-

ory of its acliicveiiifiilH will last as loii^' as frcciiicn

(hvcU upon tlu' eartii anil i)()i)ular <>-ovfi-nuient ob-

tains anion;; the mitions.

The colonists hail announccil llnir solemn resolve

to sever the tics which houiul tln-m to the mother

State anil to hecome a free anil inilepemlcnt nation

umon^ the ic'oples of the earth. The wortl was

spoken, hut the work was yet hi be accomplisheil.

The bai)tism of tlr;' was yet to be emhircil. before

the woril became the fact. Kamblin.!; efforts hail

been made by the Crown to subdue the rebels; but

the lirst syslematie attempt to crush the insurrec-

tion was yet to be made.

In the sprhiji of 1777. General John lJur<«oyno

siirccedeil Carleton in command in Canada, and. in

early summer, entered upon his most memorable

campai.!j:n. It h id already been tletermined that

the stron<;hold of America was the center and com-

manilinu' point of the }i;i-ii:\t system of mountiiins and

valleys of New York, the continence of the Mohawk

and Hudson rivers. Upon this point the royal forces

were to converjre ; Howe from the south, St. I^eger
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