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play or in pride; you will find girls like these,

when they arc earnest-liearted, cast all their innate

passion of religious spirit, which was meant by

God to support them through the irksomeness of

daily toil, into grievous and vain meditation over

the meaning of the great Book, of which no syl-

lable was ever yet to be understood but through a

deed ; all the instinctive wisdom and mercy of

their womanhood made vain, and the glory of

their pure consciences wari)cd intu fruitless agony

concerning questions which the laws of common
serviceable life would have cither solved lor them

in an instant, or ke[)r out of their way. Give

such a girl any true work that will make her active

in the dawn and wenry at night, with the con-

sciousness that her fellow-creatures have indeed

been the better fur her day, and the powerless

sorrow of her enthusiasm will transform itself into

a majesty of radiant and beneficent peace.

So with our youths. We once taught them to

make Latin verses, and called them educated ; now

we teach them to leap and to row, to hit a ball

with a bat, and call them educated. Can they

plough, can they sow, can they plant at tiie right

time, or build with a steady hand? Is it the effort

of their lives to be chaste, knightly, faithful, holy

in thought, lovely in word and deed? Indeed it


