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any country for nearly five years, it is no easy matter to leave it, more parti­
cularly after experiencing such constant proofs of friendship and goodwill as I 
have met with on all sides.

Believing as I do that one of the chief functions of a Governor General is 
to maintain personal contact between the King and his subjects, I have endea­
voured throughout my tenure of office to travel widely over this great country. 
In doing so, I have been able not only to visit repeatedly all the great cities 
that lie between the Atlantic and the Pacific coasts, but also to reach many of 
the remoter country districts. As a result, I have, at one time and another, met 
personally a great number of your fellow-citizens, old and young, and through 
them, more than by any other means, I have been able to gain some insight 
into the many problems with which this Parliament is constantly engaged.

In this way. I have learnt much—and have been deeply interested in the 
learning—of the human background of the Canadian nation; I have seen how 
the inspiration of the past has fortified the present generation to endure so 
gallantly the heavy trials which this troubled age has imposed on all mankind ; 
and I have sought, as we all do, to look forward along the road that Canada 
must travel in the future. That road may well be beset with further difficulties 
and further hardships. What nation to-day would be bold enough to say that 
its future path was free from them?

But, though the road be rough, and though it wind uphill, a nation true 
to itself docs not fear it; and Canada with her line still unbroken, as your 
Address rightly says, with her head still high, will surely tread it with that 
resolution which overcomes all obstacles.

I appreciate deeply your kind personal allusions to Lady Bessborough and 
myself. If I may in turn strike a personal note, let me assure you that our 
recollections of these years will not be only of the hard-fought economic struggle 
that will characterize them in history. We have been happy in Canada, both 
ourselves and our children; and we shall carry home a full store of memories 
of pleasant relationships, of many kindnesses, and of most generous hospitality. 
Such memories, together with the permanent interest in Canada and the' Can­
adians that we have all acquired, will help to compensate for the ending of my 
official connection with this Dominion as a servant of the Crown.

When I reach England, it will give me great pleasure once more to assure 
the King of the unswerving loyalty to his Throne and Person which, I know from 
my own experience, is so abundantly evident in all parts of Canada, especially in 
this memorable year of His Majesty’s Silver Jubilee.

Once more, honourable members of the Senate, and members of the House 
of Commons, I thank you most heartily; and I pray that you, and those who 
come after you, may ever be granted wisdom to direct aright the affairs of a 
country so rich in promise, and of a people so loyal and so courageous.

€

Je tiens à vous remercier bien sincèrement, honorables membres du Sénat et 
membres de la Chambre des communes du Canada, réunis en parlement, de la 
teneur de votre adresse.

J’éprouve, moi aussi, un profond regret à la pensée que ma mission de 
représentant du Roi en ce pays touche à son terme. Quand on s’est fait un 
chez soi dans un pays durant près de cinq ans, ce n’est pas chose facile que de 
le quitter, surtout lorsqu’il vous y a été prodigué de tous côtés tant de témoi­
gnages constants de bonnes et amicales dispositions.

Persuadé comme je le suis que la fonction essentielle d’un Gouverneur géné­
ral est de maintenir le contact personnel entre le Roi et ses sujets, je me suis 
toujours efforcé, durant le temps de ma mission, de parcourir le plus possible


