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our own ships carrying our own mails, 1
hope, in the net far distant future. It is
certainly objectionabie that we should have
te pay for our mails being sent from
Caànada to a foreign port, to pay foir land-
ing themn in New York, and te psy 'for
having themn brought back to Canada. I
think this shouid nflo be passed over
iightiy, and I arn sure the Pestmaster
General will see to it that no such mistake

- shall occur again.
We have heard of a minister in another

place stating that an official. had beeln sent
by the Government of this country te a
place calledl Portland to ascertain whether
it was net a good place at which to land
aur returned wounded soldiers; and by
same misunderstslnding, or misjudgment,
or want of judgment on the part of that
officiai, our soidiers are ianded in Portland
anid brought from there into Canada.
whereas they could be landed at Halifax,
in their ewn country, where they wouid bc
greeted by a host of friendff. The ladies
there have made their homes availabie for
the care cf the wounded soidiers. The
people there are cager ta give the retu*Ined
soldiera every cemfort and every care,
and ta put themn on the trains and
send them. on their way rejoicitng.
I think that the selection of Portland was
an outrageaus mistake, and, whoever was
the officiai responaible, there was n~o excuse
fer it. Some official, who did net know
hlm business, was sent down there te in-
quire into the matter, and somebody get
hold ef him. He niay have had seme
Scotch-net the kind that la found in Scot-
land, but the kind that is sold at $2 a
bottie, or has gene up te $3. Something of
that kind must have happened. And thaï;
man brought back a report in virtue cf
which the shipa cail at Portliand.

Hon. Mr. BRADBURY: What about the
man who sent hlm there?

Hon. Mr. CROSBY: The man who sent
hlm should ho held respenaible and should
be called te account. And I say that this
Parliament is responsible for it, and that
there is ne reason why such thinge sheuld
occur. When war was deciared we had
ships in which te send our men te the other
side te take their parts in the 9truggle. Our
soidiers were taken te the port ef Halifax
and embarked there, and 1 challenge any
honeurable gentleman in this House, or
any one in Canada, te say that the soidier
was net well treated while he was in Hall-
fax. We heard ne coxnplaints whatever.
But now that the war is ever, Lhere is a
desire te send everything somewherc elee.

Who ever is responsihie for mistakes of
this kind should, be brought te acceunt, and
such mistakes eshould net be aliowed ta
occur again.

This question of the mails is a very im-
portant one. We have on the waii hore a
map cf the Hudson bay, which le useful
for almeat every purpose. Yeu can see the
province cf Nova Scotia lying right on the
bosom of the Atlantic ocean. Yeu fee aiea
the island cf Newfoundland. There is a
season cf the year when ships coming
acros the Atlantic pass through the straits
cf Belle Ile, and when they cerne through
those &traits they can hardly go past Sydney
withont stepping there and landing the
mails.

Hon. Mr. MoLENNAN: The Cabot straits.
Belle Isle la at the north, between New-
foundland and Labrador.

Hon. Mr. CROSBY: 1 think that early
in July and perhaps in the la.tter part cf
June the ships coming from the Atlantic
paso threugh that way and muet cerne close
te Sydney, and all mails fer the Deminion.
cf Canada should ho landed there, beoause
1 believe they can be distributed from there
te the different parts cf Canada more
quickly than in any ether possible way.

Hon. Mr. BOURQUE: What about the
port of St. John?

Hon. Mr. CROSBY: My honourable
f riend would starve te death while going
from there te St. John.

Hon. Mr. BOURQUE: Compared with
Pertland, I mean.

.Hon. Mr. CROSBY: Well, anything la
better than Portland. My view is that what
we muat do la stand by Canada and for
Canada ail the time, and when we have in
Canada the accommodation for receiving
the mails we shouid receive them, even, 1
dlaim, if it means a little expense. I would
like te say te the honourable the Postmaater
General that it would be wiae te take inte
consideration at the very earliest possible
eppertunity the question cf our mails. We
are geing te have a new order cf thinga.-a
change in conditions. We have our own
railways, we have our own ships, and we
shahl have other means cf transportation,
and that la what we want. Let us eee te
it that our mails are landed at the best
possible place, s0 that they may ho dis-
tributed in the quiekest way te the people
ail ever this country. We should have
regard te nothing but the interests of
Canada.


