
MENATE

able here has been accompanied by a
noticeabie bere has been accompanied by a
tendency to silence on the part of members of
the Cabinet who in realty are, as one of your
distinguisied members bas said. "only a coin-
mlttee of this Rouge."

The unrest in the country which has brought
about the unexanipled spectacle of thousands of
farmers leaving the important work of planting
their corps to corne to the capital to remon-
strate with the Governinent, la known to every
member of the flouse of Commons. We beg
leave to ntimate that this unrest Is not related
merely to the speclal gnatter wblch was dis-
cussed. wlth the Premier and members of his
Cabinet to-day. We cannot disguise from the
flouse an apprebension that the liberties, of
which the popularly-elected branch of the
Leglslature la the bulwark, may be dangerously
curtalled during the period that the flouse ls
not sitting. In proof that this dread is not
lllusory, we would venture to inforin the Rlouse
that, in common wlth our fellow-cltizens, bere
and tbroughout thie country, we bave observed
certain Innovations, the continuation of whlch
we believe would be fraugbt with serious results
to the confidence whlch the subjects of is
Majesty bave bîtherto reposed In the working
of that responsible government for whose unlim-
paired preservation forty tbousand Canadian
soidiers have laid down their lives.

Wiil the flouse permit -us to speak more
plainly what ls In our minds? We bave neyer
believed that -tbe conditions produced by the
war demandaid flagrant departures from the
hoDoured processes of law enjoined hy the
constitution wblle Parliament la in session or
la near assenbllng. We t>elieve that rellance
upon Parliament, lnstead of upon arbltrary
autbority, most effectively bonours the guaran-
tees of f reedom whicb are embedded In the
constitution. One conêiderable departure from.
sound practice may be accepted, but repetitions
of it may be excéedingly dangerous, especially
under sucb circumstances as now besert the
state.

WVe therefore beg leave to remind the Blouse
of several Instances in whicb, it seems to us,
the liberties of the people and of their repre-
sentatives have not been given sufficient con-
sideration.

Twelve daye before the meeting of Parlianient
In January, 1916. the authorized oCanadian
Ârmy was doubied from 250,»OO te 500,0ffl mnen.
No British army had ever been doubled with-
out recourse to, Parliament. That it was done
In Canada caused students of British bistory to
enquire whether anything had occurred to war-
rant such a disregard of Parliament. Tbough
this House of Commons ha.s Inherited some of
the consequences of such an innovation, we
desire to confine Our respectful remonstrances
to more recent events.

During this session there were niota in the
city of Quebec. The flouse desired to diseuse
the serious situation thug created, and wae
er.titled to declare what measures might be
taken to prevent a renewal of sucb unhappy
occurrences. It did not escape the notice of the
country that immediateiy before the House
proceeded te discharge lie duty, there was put
upon the Table a completed law, in the forin
of an Order In Council, wbich arbltrarily took
out of its control the very question which the
flouse of Commons was about to discuss.

Later there were other departures from the
traditional practice of British law by equally
astonishing proceedings. An Order. in 'Council
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was given to the House as a matter of informa-
tion providing for the registratien of the
buman power of the country, and setting up an
entirely new criminal code in connection there-
with, by creating several methods of punish,
ment bitherto unknown to Canadian civiliza-
tien. Surely such departure should not bave
been attempted In such a manner. Punishinents
created without the assent of Parliajnent nat-
urally tend to provoke hostiiity. We feel we are
performlng a national duty In respectfu]iy cail-
ing attention to sucb conditions.

The Order In Council endorsed by both flouses
on April 18th virtually sweePs away the Miii-
tary Service Act. The resentment It bas created
is known. to this flouse, inembers of wbich are
known to, regret that the elemnents of the con-
stitution were Ignored in this proceeding; and
that tbe method of presenting a practically
executed decree, while wlthholdlng disciosure of
the facts on, whlch It may be based, cannot
easiiy be justified to, the constituente of a newly-
elected pariament.

The curtailment o~f the liberty of written and
sookei, speecl. contained In the Order In Coun-
cil given to the public on April 16th bas caused
especial concern to ail wbo are aware 0f the
bistory of free discussion in Canada and other
parts of the British Empire. We are sure we
need not beg thse flouse to examine lIs pro-
visions In order toappreciate how a doctrine of
tbe essential Infallibility of the Gavernment may
bc forced upon a free people on pain of a fine
of flve tbousand- dollars and five years' isapris-
onmen±. Tbe flouse, to our extreme regret, bas
been faced with a notification of tbe lntended
cuntailment of tbe privilege of a member Of
Panliament to declare his mind, and the rigbt 0f
bis constîtuents to know what be bas uttered.
That this unique warning te a freely-elected
British assembly was halted for several weeks
on the Order Paper, we venture respectfully to
attribute to you, Mr. Speaker, as the appointed
guardian of the liberties of the flouse and aise
of the people. It bas heen noted tbat the Prime
Minister, In withdrawIng tbe measure, viewed
xvith go much apprehension from outside the
House. announced that it la likely to be rein-
troduced next session.

Perhaps the flouse may not be offended to
learn that cognizance bas aiso been taken or a
notice Issued to It witbin tbe last week to the
effect tbat it muet curtail lis discussion of vital
national affaire, and witbdraw froin Its pre-
cincts witbin a few days, or be summoned hither
during tbe hottest and most Inconvenlent month
of tbe year. Tbat such a direction sbould be
Issued witbout apparent recourse to tbe judg-
ment of the flouse causes refiective citizens to
wonder wbat bas happened to tbe freedoin Can-
nadian institutions bave bitberto enjoyed.

MPr. iSpeaker, andi gentlemen of the flouse of
Commons, tbe disqulet of tbe country or wbicb
we are the bumble and Inadequate exponents and
which demonstrates sadiy tbe Increasing dan-
gers to our national unlty, wbicb. If we loge it,
,%'e shail bave losi s.l1 indeed, cannot be ailayed
by a persistence In tbe course we bave 50

Imperfectiy sketcbed.
Will the flouse Permit us, witb. mucb defer-

ence, but mucb earnestness too, to repeat tbe
reminder of one of Its members ibat tbe Gov-
erninent la a committee of ibis flouse vested
witb the executive powers of Parliameni. The
responsibility of governinent, iberefore, 1l9
ultimately upon ibis flouse. Nothlng appears to
have been done te make the position of members


