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We shall succeed because we believe in the five principles of
medicare. We shall succeed because medicare is a force for
national unity. We shall succeed because Canadians want us to
succeed.

[Translation)

LOUVICOURT MINING PROJECT

Mr. Bernard Deshaies (Abitibi): Mr. Speaker, according to
the Commission de la construction du Québec, the Louvicourt
mining project in Abitibi is the largest industrial project in the
province of Quebec.

The Louvicourt project near Val-d’Or is on its way to becom-
ing the largest underground copper mine in Quebec. Roughly
$300 million will be invested until the construction phase is
completed. Testing of the concentrator will begin next July,
while underground systems will be operational in October 1994.

On behalf of all the residents of my riding of Abitibi, I want to
congratulate the Aur—Novicourt-Teck partnership and all those
involved in this venture which will employ hundreds of workers
and stimulate our region’s economy.
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[English]

BOSNIA

Mr. Jack Frazer (Saanich—Gulf Islands): Mr. Speaker,
Canadians were relieved and grateful this past weekend to learn
of the release of 16 of 17 Canadian UN personnel who had been
held hostage by Bosnian-Serb forces.

However, we are still very disappointed and dissatisfied with
these tactics and call upon the Bosnian—Serb leadership to order
and effect the immediate release of the remaining UN prisoners.

Furthermore, we call upon Bosnian—Serb leaders to honour
the ceasefire agreements arranged to stop hostilities in and
around Gorazde and to come to the negotiating table prepared
and willing to work toward a solution which will result in peace
in Bosnia.

Canadians have no wish to take sides in the situation in Bosnia
nor do we ascribe blame to any one group over another.
Canadians do think that this is the time for all three ethnic
communities to come together, negotiate with openness and
good faith to end the fighting and build a lasting peace.
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FEDERALISM

Mr. David Iftody (Provencher): Mr. Speaker, I rise in the
House today to recognize that 12 years ago yesterday, April 17,
1982, on the front lawns of the Parliament Buildings the
Canadian Constitution was repatriated.
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A few days ago, last Friday, the Prime Minister at a ceremony
at Rideau Hall signed an amendment to that same Constitution
with Prince Edward Island.

Yes, federalism is alive and well in Canada and last Friday is
just another example of that.

The beauty of the Constitution and that of federalism is that
they contain the principles of pluralism, diversity and tolerance
in today’s society.

I congratulate Canadians today. Federalism and the Constitu-
tion represent the very fabric and the will of this great nation and
its people.
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THE ENVIRONMENT

Hon. Charles Caccia (Davenport): Mr. Speaker, this is Earth
Week which culminates in Earth Day on April 22. This is a time
to celebrate planet Earth, its ecosystems and the life forms that
inhabit it.

While we celebrate we should also think of ways to prevent
pollution and manage natural resources so that our children and
grandchildren will inherit a healthy planet and environmentally
sustainable resources. We are often reminded that all things are
interconnected and in the long term what we do to the soil, water
and air we do to ourselves.
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The United Nations conference on environment and develop-
ment made this point clear and produced agenda 21, a document
for decision makers to keep in mind not just this week but all
year round. Our actions must be guided by the knowledge that
we only have one planet on which to live. Therefore every day is
Earth Day.

[Translation]

LEADER OF EQUALITY PARTY

Mr. Pierre de Savoye (Portneuf): Mr. Speaker, this past
weekend, the media reported that, according to the Equality
Party leader, Ottawa should take every necessary measure to
keep Quebec from becoming a sovereign state, including an
intervention of the army, even following a referendum vote in
favour of sovereignty.

We join together to denounce these shameful, irresponsible
and anti-democratic comments.

The right of Quebec to self-determination is no longer an
issue, nor is the peaceful, legitimate, legal and democratic
character of each stage leading our province to sovereignty.

[English]

We expect each and every member of this House to make sure
he or she joins us now in denouncing firmly this attitude which



