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Canada and outside resulted from the sur-
plus cattle from outside Manitoba slaughtered
in Winnipeg.

EXPORT AND IMPORT PERMITS ACT
TIME LIMIT FOR PROSECUTIONS-FIXING

0F MAXIMUM FINE
Righ± Hon. C. D. Howe (Minister of Trade

and Commerce) .moved the second reading of
Bull No. 93, to amend the Export and Import
Permits Act.

Mr. G. J. Mcllraith (Parliamentary Assistant
Io the Minister of Trade and Commerce): Mr.
Speaker, this is a rather simple bill. As the
act now stands prosecution can be taken
either by way of indictmnent or sumimary con-
viction in the case of alleged offences, with a
different penalty in each case. If proceedings
are taken by way of summary conviction the
maximum penalty is $500; if the proceedings
,are ,taken by way o! indictment the
maximum penalty is $5,000.

Another con sequence o! that distinction is
that if proceedings are taken by way cf
summary conviction under the Criminal Code
the cha rge must be laidwithin. six months
of the ,commission 0f .the 1.offence. The
purp9se cf the bill is to permit proceedings
by way o! summary conviction in ail cases and
tô provide thàt -in ,ail cases the maximum
,penalty wrnl be $5,000. It is being provided
also, that in case of proceedlngs hy way o!
sumJmary conviction the proceedings rnay be
commenced within twelve months of, the com-
,mission o! the effence.

Ini ether words, the effect cf the bill wi-ll
be te lengthen the period. within which pro-
ceed-ings by way cf surnuary conviction may
be commenced from six te twelve months and
te incerease the maximum penalty ini those cases
frcm $500 to $5,000. Offences under the act
are likely té involve investigations In other
ceuntries and it has been found that the
six months' period Is too short.

SExpert permits cover strategic materials and
-the amnount cf money involved ia any trans-
'action is.-likely te be quite substantial. A
maximum fine o! $500 might be quite small in
relation te, the amount cf the transaction In-
volved. I do net think that there is aýythlng
miore I can"use!ully add In ex.plaining -the bill.

M~ .M.. Macdonnell (Gree4wýood): Mr.
Sýpeaker, I havene desire te rneke aýny genqeral
commenta on the bill. As the parliamèii.4ry
aàsIstant hais saki,.It is quite simple. I have
sorhe questions to ask with regard t(> the
operatcyn o! the act but these can 'ha asked
mere"cOônvenlently i coammittee.

Mlotiân agreed ta, bill read the second time
and thé. house 'went Into committee thereoni,
Mr. Beaudoin ii. the chair.

Export and "Import -Permits Act
On section 1-Tme limit.

Mr. Macdonnell <Greenwood): Will the
parliamentary assistant make a brief. state-
ment as to the operation of the act, and iiý
particular will hie indicate te, what extent
there has been some change duie to the
passîng of the years in the chief purpose
for which the act has continuedto be used?
When it was passed five years ago I thini
we hoped that by now we would have
moved into a period when ýcontrols would
flot be needed se much. There have been
frequent miner changes, as indicated by
orders in council that have been passed, and
I would be grateful if the parliamentary
assistant would give us a short résumé of
the situation indicating the chie! reasons
which require the controls in eperation at
the present time. For example, as 1 read
the reports of operations for 1950 and 1951
it would appear that there has been an easing
up as between us and the United States. I
give that as an illustration of one of the
changes that have taken place. I shoukt
like to have a brie! general statement.

Mr. Mcllraith: Practically ail the changes
have been 'by way o! removal o! items from
control 50 that we are now in a situation
where export contrai is virtually limiteti
to the contrel of strategic materials of one,
sort and another. Perhaps if I indicate the
nature of the items uncler control' it wili
be apparent what the trend is. The itemri
under import contrel now are iron and steel,
untanned shearlings, suiphur, butter and
recently llvestock. Import control on meat
was recently imposed. The hon. member wifl
see that the list under import control is
very small.

Export; controls are applicable to a con-
siderably largerý number of items, semething
In the order cf '270. Incidentally, the precise
list is published in the regulations -which are
available to ail members. When you look
at these items it wiil be seen that they are
mainly o! a strategic nature. For instance,
if you take the heac4ing,, "non-metallic
minerai, chemicals and t14eir products' you
,may ftd pproxlmately 60 or 70 different
Items in that category. It is riea1I.only thé
subheadings t1hat are important. «They arý
all items having to do, Wlth defence pre-
paredness and involvingÈ short 1supply. Ii~
a. few cases they have to do .with preveptin
Canatâa being used as 'à back door' .o th
expert of 'goods 'frorm the United" Stateý
There may be some items *where the Uhita'd
States hlas export 'control but flot. aegnt
Canada, and if we did not have export .coný
,trois on these few items it can be seen that
Canada could easily be used as a back'bdoor
for the export of theseéUnlited Stàtés' Iteëmi.


