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exchange conservation bill. That measure
having already been passed, 1 cannot now
discuss it. If the 'hon. member will refer to
the actual line I shall be glad to read it.

The CHAIRMAN: Order. I have ruled
that a reference to 9 dehate on another subI ect
during this session is out of order. I thought
it was only fair to allow the hon. member for
Calgary West to ask bis question. The hon.
member for Halton bas given his answer. That
answer rnight not be satisfactory to the hon.
member for Calgary West; but it is an answer.
I tbink we should now proceed in accoýrdance
with tbe rules.

Mr. FLEMING: May I observe-

Mr. SMITH (Calgary West): The reference
is at page 359, second column.

Mr. FLEMING: And as plain as can be.

Mr. ABBOTT: How many people are
rnaking speeches?

Mr. GRANT: How many leaders?

Mr. CLEAVER: I do flot wisb to offend
against the rules of the bouse. Arn I per-
mitted noiv to read into the record the state-
ment to which the hon. member for Ca]gary
West bas called my attention?

Tbe CHAIRM AN: So far as the Chair is
concerned, the hon. member can do so only
with the unanimous consent of the committee.

Some hon. MEMBERS: No.

Mr. KNOWLES: Let us get on with the
resolution before the committee.

Mr. ABBOTT: Hear, bear.

Mr. CLEAVER: I arn sorry I ar nfot per-
mitted to do so. I wisb to assure tbe bon.
member for Calgary West that I was not
intentionally rnisrepresenting his stand. I hope
hon. members will read page 359 of Hansard.

Coming now to the question under debate,
I have already refe'rred to what occurred on
December 5. I have cbecked tbrougb Homard,
and I find fromn tbat day forward, until
December 19, not one reference was made to
tbe Excise Tax Act. Wben the matter was
brought up oni that day, and with the consti-
tution at stake, one would bave expected that
at least a dozen members of the opposition
would bave been on their feet seeking to
salvage it.

Mr. ROSS (Souris): Before the matter was
int'roduced in the bouse.

Mr. CLEAVER: What happened on
December 19, as it is reported at page 535

of llansard? We find the leader of the oppo-
sition was not ready. This is what he said:

Mr. Bracken: Mr. Speaker, we shall have no
objection to the Minister of Finance giving us
,ail the information he. can tonight, but we
would be opposed to attempting ta make any
progress in discussion.

Surely if the constitution had been murdered,
as bas been suggested by the leader of the
opposition; surely if a serious infringernent of
our constitutional rights had occurred, tbe
matter would not have been passed off in that
way.

May I now corne ta the actual question
whicb bas been raised? Tbe hon. member for
Lake Centre told the cornrittee that he bad
conducted an extensive searcb in the library,
as a resuit of which be regaled the cornmittee
with mediaeval decisions to substantiate a
point of law whicb is not disputed by any
rnernber in the comrnittee, that point of law
being that only parliarnent can impose taxes.
Apparently the best be was able ta do was ta
refer ta sorne very early cases. H1e was fol-
lowed by the bon. member for Kindersley
(Mr. Jaenieke), wbo bad also heen to the
library but who bad better luck. H1e brougbt
ta the Huse of Commons a recent report
appearing in 1913 Cbancery, volume I, at page
57. That case also substantiated the rule of
law wbicb no member of this bouse disputes
or ever bas disputed so far as I know. I arn
reading frorn tbe headnote of Bowles versus the
Bank of England, wbich states in part that a
resalution by the Huse of Comrnons before
the tax bas been actually imposed by an act
of parliarnent is not sufficient.

That is aIl the decision says. It is good law;
it is law that no anc bas ever questioned. A
tax is not irnposed until parliarnent imposes it.
I ask lion. members just ta keep that in mmnd
when I read to them statements by the bon.
member for Lake Centre ('Mr. Diefenbaker)
and the bon. member for Eglinton (Mr. Flem-
ing) ta the effeet that this tax in question is
already irnposed. The court in chancery does
not agree with rny bon. frîends on tbe other
side of the bouse. I suggest to the bon. rner-
ber for Kindersley, who produced this refer-
ence, that the reference goes no farther than
the beadnote which I bave read, which is
simply tbat parliament and parliament alone
bas the rigbt to impose taxes.

Mr. DIEFENBA-KER: I rise now to a ques-
tion of privilege rnerely for the purpose of
pointing out that the bon. member in his
searcb did not read Hansard. If he read the
autharities 'with the sarne care tbat he read
Hansard the committee can judge as ta the
weight to be placed on what he said.

Some bon. MEMBERS: Order.


