
2108 COMMONS
Deportiment of Vclerans' Afloirs

degrees we may get at least far enough away
frorn purely party considerations to believe
that because a ministry bas some of its
younger supporters brougbt in as assistants,
tbey are flot rnere]y seeking to give them jobs
but are belping to prepare men more effectively
to play a larger part in the public life of our
country. This House of Cammons will change
considerably after the nexf general elections;
and whilc many of us who have bad to do with
this strenuous period of parliamentary activity
will be preparcd to serve as long as tbere is
a possibility of service and as long as tbe
public wish us to serve, and will be ready ta do
aur part at ail tirnes, yet it would be mast
unfortunate for this country if younger men
were not Iearning to-dýay froim the inside, and
froma their intirnate association with the
ministers, something of the manner of meet-
ing problems wbich will bave ta be deait witb
in this parliament in the years ta corne. I
must say that I arn disappaintcd io my han.
friend, in references bie has made time and
again which I regard as a belittlement af the
pasition of the ministry and others associated
with the ministry. I say ta him in aIl kindness
that it daes not make for the stability of
governent, in the broad sense of the word,
throughout the country ta have a minister af
the crown referred ta as hie ref erred ta anc tis
aftcrnoon, as a man of straw; or ta have
assistants ta ministers af tbe crown referred ta
as they were tonight, as men holding jobs.

Mr. GRAYDON: The Prime Minister bas
outdone hirnself in misinterpreting-I do nat
say intentionally-the whole situation vvith
respect ta the variaus matters he lias braugbt
up. I arn quite at a loss ta understand the
motive of the right hon, gentleman in attribut-
ing ta me certain statements or certain
thougi1hts on certain matters which hie must
know wvere flot in my mind at ail. H1e men-
tioned the wvords "straw man," for instance.

Mr. MACKENZIE KIING: I tbink the
words were "straw boss."

Mr. GRAYDON: Well, as the Prime Min-
ister ought ta know, a straw boss is samie-
thing lcss than a superintendent, and for that
reason I was referring ta the hon, gentle-
man in question as an understudy of the
Prime Minister. 1 think the right hon. genitle-
man should have understoodi the imiplications
of the words "straw boss?" because they are
very different from the implications of the
words "straw man," thouigh, of course, if
the Prime Minister had the latter idea in
bis mmnd I do not want ta bp -the one ta make
him change it,. But I wish ta say that I, toa,
arn disappointcd with the Prime Minister's
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attitude to-nigbt. This is nat the first time
this session that this attitude has heen made
manifest.

The goveroment owes the apposition a
little cooperation, and the opposition is gaing
ta, ask for that cooperation. As leader of
tlie opposition I have a perfect right ta
criticize the structure -of the government if
1 so desire. I 'have donc that -to-night in the
nationaýl interest and I shall do it again, just
so long as 1 regard it ta be in the national
interest ta do sa. Wben the Prime Minister
spcaks of which anc of these portfolios bie
is to do without, which one hie should dis-
band and abalish, hie knows full well that 1
made na sucb implication, that I did nat
sugg-est 'hie shauld abolish or abandon any
particular anc of the portfolios that we naw
have. Wih.at I bad definitely in1 sind was
the fact that, the-re are soine portfolios which
I think could be combined. There wauld then
be fewer ministers of the crown because of
thiat combining. The Prime Minister must
have known that, and in bis own way bie
should not attri'bute ta me the statement
that we ougbt ta do away with same of the
portfolios that at present exist.

When I ask for ecanarnies and the better
organization of the cabinet surely I should
not be treated by the Prime Minister in the
way lie bias trea'ted me to-night. I want ta
have fair play the saine a, hce dues, and 1
do nat want ta 'be criticized 'because of the
attitude I take with respect ta the gavero-
ment itself. 1 knaw there are certain
tauchy things about the Prime Minister, and
this seems ta be one of thern. I did not
intentionally try ta touch a sore spot, witb
respect ta -this matter ta-night, but I sbould
hike hirn ta understand that so long as I hold
the position of leader of the apposition I arn
going ta criticize the structure of this gav-
ernment and the government itself. and this
is going ta be done in each and every case
as it bas heen done to-dýay, net for palitical
consideral ions as the Prime Minister bas
dragged in in bis statement ta-night. but in
the national interest. If bie were sitting on
thbis si(le and there were another goverament
over thiere I believe lie wculd be the first
one ta say it ivas in tbe national interest
that similar criticism should be affered.

The(re is al disposition on the part of the
Prime Ministor and tho goavcrnment-I do
eut sa v it is intentional because if 1 did ro
I vou]ld bc, attributing motives ta the gav-
emnient-ta bullv the opposition once in a
whjle. I know the Prime Minister would not
ivant ta have that motive imputed ta him,
but neverthielcss that is the fact. We may
have only thirty-nine members in is


