
COMMONS

that cannot be eharaecterized in modern
language. This ié3 particularly strange be-
cause thie book is printed in England, is
ciren]ated in England and, so faýr -as 1 arn
aware, is riot prohibited in England. It i6
not prohibited ini Australia. It is only ine
Canada that it le prohibited. I have here
an advertisement whic.h appeared in the
British Weekly, a highc1ass publication
o! England:

The Fiddlers, a ne-w book by Arthur Mee,
author of Defeat. Drink in the Witness Box.
Startling indictment of the British Government
and the liquor trade. Piaying witb the greatest
enemy force outside of Berlin. The facts about
the food crisis. How drink has broken down
the nation's food reserves. The muin of our sol-
diers' homes. The war upon the soldiers' child-
ren. The effeet of drink on the war by land
and sea. How the drink trade is imperiiiing the
Emplre-with the truth about wbat a great
Canadian paper rails The Biýckest Tragedy of
the War. A remarkable map of the allied
countries and prohibition, showing ho-w the
allies are stopping drink to 'win the war. Witb
cartoons, tables, new farts, and bundreds 0f
witnesses to the way in which drink Is pro-
longing the war. Published by Morgan &
Scott. For sale everywhere the Engiish Ian-
guage ls spoken except in Canada.

Mr. 'C. A. WILSON: 16 that ine the ad-
vertisement?

Mr. OLIVER: Yes, that is part oif the
advertisemient. As to the general question
of the propriety of circulating arguments
of thils char-acter dealin.- with the conduct
of affairs by the Government, 1 have here
the iconsideration given by the Presbytery
of Manit-oba ta a similar book similarly
prohibited, by the rame autlior, and deal-
i.ng with the same subie-et. The advertise-
îunnt for that book as it appeared in Aus-
tralia iS as followe:

Thre book of the bour, Defeat; the truth
about drink and the betrayal of Britain, by
Arthur Mee and J. Stuart Holden, with an in-
trodurtion by Dr. Salreby. The book that
stirs and burns. Two-color frontispiece.
Frire sixpenre, ai booksrllers. For quantities
apply to N.S.W. Allianre, Mardoneli House,
Pitt Street, Sydney. Write Box 390, G.P.O.,
Sydney, N.S.W.

In reguard to that book the Manitoba
Presbytery has the follow.ilng:

And, whereas the presbytery is of the opinion
that, even in the strain of war, the suppression
of farts and conditions roncerning a grave
moral issue, however serious thosEw farts and
conditions may be, is more dangerous to the
common weal than their frank disclosure and
more likely to prejudice recruitîng, etc., by the
want of confidence thus rreated;

And, wbereas the presbytery belleve such
action on the part of the Army Counril and of
the Canadian rensor to be an undue and wholly
unnecessary interference with the liberty of
the subjert and in direct conflict with the very
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principles of liberty for w'hich Canada is fight-
ing.

Therefore. be It resoived, that this presby.
tery protests most strenuously against such
prohibition, and demande that the embargo
upon this book be at once removed.

1 may perhaps be permitted te read froým
wh.at purperts to b-e a petition presented to
the Prime Minist-er of Canada, 6igned by
64,000 mothers and wives of Toronto, as
fcllcws:

1. That mothers and wives of Canada, in
giving their sons and busbands for King and
Eimpiie,iaskzed and rereived from your Minister
of MiTta th is only assurance that, in sending
them into the ranks, we were flot tbrby irre-
vorably thrusting tbem into the temptation of
strong drink.

2. Wr appreciated, in the depths 0f our
berns, your action in abolishing the wet ran-
teen from the Canadian militia. We believe
the wet canteen estýabiisbrd in the ranks at the
front to be a double danger, robbing or King
of the surcess in arms whirh in these days
cornes only to the brave heart that is rontrolled
by a clrar head; and robbing us and our Can-
ada of the manbood vvbich Wr gave into Our
Empire's krrping.

Wr do not briieve that the King will
refuse the aid of Canada's sons; nor that
hie will appreclate your patriotic efforts the
less, if you krep faith with us and make
known to His Majesty, bis ministers and rom-
manders, that our boys arr sent forth on the
one condition that the disprnsing of intoxi-
cating liquor shail be probibited in the ranks.

Dealing with t.his same subjrct, Mr.
Arthur Mee, in the London Daily News of
July Il says:

Thr Incredible Farts.
1. Wr have seen a sbip that might bave

rarrird 550 tons of wbeat bring insteati 550
tons of rum to be drunk in 1920. The Govero-
ment toid us this was stopped, but the Gov-
ernmrnt's statement was not true.

2. There is w'beat rnough in the Empire
waiting for us to fetrb it, to iast us a yrar, but
Wr have no sbips te h5ring it; yet we have bati
ships, since the submarine menace rrachrd its
bright, for carrying brewers' vats ov er tbou-
sands of miles, and ships enougb to bring bun-
dreds of tbousands of cubic fret of bops to a
land clamouring for bread.

3, Wr ask in vain for sugar; Our growing
rhildrrn and our woundrd soidiers rannot get
it, our home-grown fruits must waste for want
of it; 40,000 tons of it were sunk. not long
ago. But every day our brewers wastr over a
hundrrd tons of sugar, and tbey are to waste
bundreds of tons a wvrek more.

4. Wr are fining people £5 for destroying a
loaf, but tbis trade is destroylng 450,000 quar-
terfi baves a day, and is now apparrntiy to
destroy 100,000 more.

5. Wr bave enormous stocks of airohol that
could ibe usrd for munitions, andi the Govern-
mient appoints a rommitter to ronsider if it
sbould be used, and so save bread. Tihe com-
mitter bas eleven members, of wvbom seven are
distiliers, andi not one is a chemist, or a scien-
tist, or an industrial expert; andi this distillers'
rommitter reports that It is flot in our interest
to save grain by using this hoardeti alcobol l


