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MARCH 14, 1904
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we hardi
b i ﬁg“lrgybee?ipected that men such as those
would have %Ii;:é) pOIIHtGiddto assist Mr. Blair
I hn selected.
of the‘éz “(;t one word to say against either
Berniar ﬁgnﬂtlemen. My friend, Hon. Mz
Inland Rev ed the position of Minister of
I do not 1,911116 very creditably, I think, but
had much\now that he is a man who has
And I ventexperlence in railway matters.
of Mr. Mill ure to say, speaking of him and
found am 8, that gentlemen might have been
equally e.*)’W_here throughout this country,
as memp, apable of performing their duties,
one-hals glrls of th(? Railway Commission, for
of thig co e salaries voted for the members
wWherein tlllllmlss1qn last year. I do not know
ommisg; € special strength of the Railway
COnstituilon is to be found as at present
aDDOintesd' Has any of these gentlemen
on. My BtO' the commission—outside of
ene 1 1ai lair at lgast—any special experi-
who hqsallwa_y affairs? Is there one of them
tion, V\(’h studied the question of transporta-
way aeco can unravel the mysteries of rail-
cerneq ounts? Or, so far as that is con-
membérare we to have, in effect, a fourth
railway of the tribunal, a man trained in
theoret; work, a man who has not only a
with tﬁcal but a practical acquaintance
Wwho W,? problems of transportation, a man
form tﬁl be able when called upon to per-
by th e duties which should be performed
Tap q§ members of this commission ? 8o
that‘t‘hl am concerned, I did not expect
just ine commission would be constituted
muéh this way, and I should doubt very
i ;vunder its p_resent constitution, whe-
e bee shall receive from that tribunal all
o me‘;eﬁt_s we were led to expect when
TOWt?_Ele' was brought before the House.
fo tlle, aving said so much, let me come
way it qlllestion of the transcontinental rail-
not umsie f“f: And let me say, first, that I do
5 Hiee erstand tha't this is the time for me
s to bélss the details of the measure which
ok submitted by the government. I do
movér opose to follow the example of the
bgiin Mtl)d seconder of the address in that
Went i ut I do propose to ask the govern-
Pl q‘uestlon and to place before them
" 1 pronouncements of their own during
memI;JaSth session. I would ask the govern-
evigs “‘7‘7 '.‘/ it was th:at any changes what-
WaE hee}? necessary in this measure which
it ra fled to us during the past session
ship ? ‘1’\?13’ acme and climax of statesman-
ot (;fv, there is no doubt that the gov-
¥ ahaol, tdst session, regarded this contract
Wiy C%u ely fair to the Grand Trunk Rail-
S‘fﬂ:tem/emtpany' I have under my hand the
SR n of.more than one member of the
frie dnment in that regard. My right hon.
(Rt nche l\.lmisgter of Trade and Commerce
b on. Sir Richard Cartwright) stated in
s any words that this was a contract not
buty of great advantage to the government,
il also very advantageous to the Grand
runk Railyway Company as well. I will
quote his words, because he spoke well on
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in the debate and after mature considera-
tion. He said, as reported at page 9361 of
¢ Hansard,’ 1903 :— .

I believe a really good bargain may be one
which is to the advantage of both parties. I
think that this is notably an instance of this sort.

And I want to press upon the attention of
my right hon. fmend_ (Rt. Hon. Sir Wilfrid
Laurier) and want him to answer if he can
when he comes to address the House, this
fact, that the government stated, explicitly
and definitely over and over again, during
last session, that the Grand Trunk Railway
and the gentlemen whose names were affixed
to the contract were absolutely bound, that
the Grand Trunk Railway Company had
had submitted to them every syllable of that
contract, and not only that, but, as the Min-
ister of Finance (Hon. Mr. Fielding) said the
interpretation of the Grand Trunk Railway
Company of the provisions of that contract
was exactly the same as the interpretation
of the government. So, we have two propo-
sitions—first that this was an absolutely fair
contract to the Grand Trunk Railway Com-
pany and to the Grand Trunk Pacific Rail-
way Company, and, second, that the gentle-
men named in the contract, gentlemen in-.
terested in the Grand Trunk Railway Com-
pay, were absolutely bound by the provi-
sions of the contract and could not possibly
get rid of the obligation. TLet us see what
these hon. gentlemen said. My hon. friend
from North Norfolk (Mr. Charlton) said :

It required the credit of the Grand Trunk Com-
pany of Canada, standing behind the Grand
Trunk Pacific, to consummate this bargain. It
would have been done, in no other way. We
have the entire strength, resources and character,
of the Grand Trunk Company of Canada behind
the Grand Trunk Pacific ; the two are united to-
gether—a fortunate occurrence of circumstances
a rare opportunity which the government bas had
the wisdom to seize upon ; and by seizing vpon
it they have secured the construction of a trans-
continental line upon terms that are, to say the
least, strrrisingly favourable.

And he said, further on :

But we have perfected an arrangement which
we might not have been able to make twelve
months hence. We have got into this arrange-
ment a great company whizh perhaps might then
see the matter in a different light, or possibly
not be in a position to take hold of the contract
and enter into the stipulations it has done.
When you have a goyd thing, take it.

And my hon. friend the Minister of Fi-
nance (Hon. Mr. Fielding) said :

But, Sir, we give them this contract, made in
good faith not with empty promoters, not wita
people who are irresponsible, but with men who
are the mcst capable railway men in Canad.,
with men who have given every guarantee of
good faith, with men who are prepared to baclk
our undertaking in a manner no company ever
did before.

And the hon. Minister of the Interior

(Flon. Mr. Sifton) declared—and I have his
words under my hand—that this proposition



