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Government subsidy f, the progress of the'
work, but a compa.n ieb lias iot sutlicient
baeking to build a road onl 12 miles long, without
first being paid the G.overnment subsidy. is not
deserving of being subsidied. Take, for instance,
the road in the County of Pietou, a subsidy for
which 'e was vo1Lted a little while ago, what did the
prom<ters do in that case. Did they go to the
(vermnxent and ask for a subsidy before they pro-
ceded to construit it

Mr. COSTIG;AN. This is the hist 12 miles of
a road 115 nmiles long.

.\r. FR ASER. It ouglit to be all the easier to
build the last le miles than the first. because the
comnpany have got all the pre vious subsidies. That
on1lV makes the argumeînt ail the stronger. W hat
did the eomnpany vwhieh built the road in the County
of Pictou; to whieh I have iust referred. do
Thev did; not ask for a subsidy at ail until thev had
bmilt the road, and the road ias in operatio be-
fore the subsitly was voted. That is the proper
poliey to 4e followed ini building railvays. A rail-
way comîîpanv whielh canno t stand except with the
aid of the Iovernment subsidy, and which reuires
to have its subsidies paid before its road is coi-
pleted, ought not to be subsidized at all. That
ought to be the general principle on which the
Government ought to proeeed. It mav be taken
for granted that a company which cannot build a
road until it is subsidized is not capable of carry-
inthrough the work. li the case of the eompanv
to which I refer, the junior meiber for Halifax
and other capitalists put their monev into the road
and completed it, and bauilt a furnace that cost

2 ,000 before they asked the Government for a
dllar. T'hev paid for the whole thing. and now
that it is completed and they . have shown
their bond fdes, they ask for a subsidy. It
is all right to assist railways by means of Gov -
erlnment subsidies: but when the subsidv is
the ehief factor in building the roaal, that is'sure
evidence that the' road is' not such a one as ouglt
to- be built. li a case, where there is a long
stretch of road to be bait like the C anadian
Pacific Railwav, it mav be necessarv for a com-
pany before eoinpleting it to receive their subsidy,
but in the case of smîall roadslike this, to grant the
subsidy in advance is siniply opening the door to
enable a number of men to undertake building
railways with no other means at their disposal than
the Government aid. Before a dollar of the sub-
sidv is paid, the road ought to be in operation
anti if this were insisted on, the (overnment could
not make any mistake. Otherwise vou will find
compamies pledging their ('overnment subsidy to
raise the money to go on with the work, anti in
such cases you are not likely. to have roads that
will prove of benetit to the country. Before the
construction of a railway is entered upon at all,
the people undertaking Uthe enterprise shouild be
assured that the section throughi wliich it runs is!
likely to furnish a tratlic that will make it a paying
property. It will not be contended, uuless the
Goverument are going to own every road inl
the country, .that the assistance it gives oughti
to be the ehief factor in going on with the
work. If the principle is to be laid down
that the Government ought to build the road,
then let it equip it and run it ; but otherwise we
should certainly refuse to pay over the Govern-

ment subsidy on a road only 12 utiles long before
it is begun. In doing that, this Parliament will be

:going outside its legitimate duty, I think the
IGovernment should impose the condition that not

i a dollar of the subsidy will be paid until the road
is comaîpleted. If that course were followed, we
woul have noue of these scenles we have witnessed
and would not have ail these coninents we hear
fronm tine to time about these raihways. I agree
with the lion. inmember for Lamibton that the road1
uinder iscussion canot be ditticult to build. I
know gothing about the internal economy of the
eomiîpany aud therefore am not g0ihitr to speaîk on
that matter, but I know of mv own knowledge
that there are roads buit throudhout the couintry
just as dithcuh t.' eotstruet as this one, which
have been built with the amuîounts of Govemnienît
grants and municipal aid. As to that 0
the coim pany have got it.

Mr. H AC.ART. How much is that 
Mr. FRASER-. l(AMM a mile.
Mr. HAt ART. Thev have not got that,
Mr. FR ASER. They have 6,0k0 frontie

Quebe Govermnent. i meain the Pontiae road.
MIr. HAG&kAR T. i thought the hion., gentleman

was speaking of the Témiscouata road.
Mr. FRASER. The Potmiae road has received

1 8100,04,X). They sold the bonds whidh the county
issued to Mr. Ross and got the money.

M -. CHAPLEAU. No.
\Ir. FRASER. Thev sold the munieipzd bonds.
Mir. CHAPLEAU. No.
Mr- LIIST ER. Ross sued on them and reeovered.
'Ir. FRASER. Ross sued on them. Were they

afi-aiti to sue themiiselves They parted with the
honds, because the iain must have got hie bodits
befo-e lie could sue. I say that a similar road could
have been built for 10,0)0 or -SI,000 a mile.

rI-. CHAPLEAU. There is the diferenîce be-
twet-n t-uth anid faney.

-I>-. FRASER. There is no fanev about the
.,200 a mile.
Mr. CHAIPLEAU. N o.
Mr. FRASER. Neither is there any faney as to

Rols having got the bonds.
Mr. CHAPLEAU. No.
I-. FRASER. Where is the faney ?

Mr. CHAPLEAU. The faney of the ihon gentile-
iinit is that this roat coutild e bmit. for -S9,000 a
nmie when it Cost 81,00.

Mr. FRASER. Of course, I do nlot kitow as
much as the hon. gentleman about that. but what
I sait was that i know of a road which iwas as well

Ibuilt for $9,000) or $l0,000i a mile. I know the roads
ini Nova Scotia have somnetimnes cost twice as mîuch

1 as that. If it were known that the Government
subvention would not be paid over tntil the road
was built, it would lead to economy ii the Con-
struction of the mod. If a company know they
have to build the oad otut of their owni mens
iefre they get the Gxoverumnent subvention, then
they build the road cheaply, but otherwise they
are liable to be extravagant. Titis Pontiae road,
though a very good road, does not strike mue as one
that should have cost very much. . When you have
to buy your ticket in a little ordinary car at Aylmer,
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