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appointient and every recommendation tenure possible. I quite admit that it was
was approved, I hold in strict conformity perfectly competent for the hon. gentleman
with Imperial precedents and precedents es- to exercise his judgment, and to review
tablished on former occasions when the any appointments that were made. The
Government of Sir John A. Macdonald re- fact that the appointments were made
signed in 1S73-all those appointments and within parliamentary rule does not take
reconniendations made by the leader of the them out of the category of appointments
Governient and his colleagues were sanc- which eau be reviewed by the Govern-
tioned by Lord Dufferin who was then ment, if they are able to show any reasons
Governor General. Acting under the well- why such appointments should be changed
known rule that in the absence of any pre- or recalled. But no greater publicity could
vious rule, it is the duty of the Governor be given to those appointments than the
General to follow English precedents, all fact that they were embodied in the staçte-
those appointmnents were properly sanction- nient laid on the Table of the House as ap-
ed by Lord Dufferin as Governor General. pointments proposed by the previous Gov-
When the Government of which I had the ernment and sanctioned by the Governor
honour to be the head was defeated by a General. and the addition of the emphatic
majority inisignificant in comparison with tdeclaration by the First Minister that those
that which had defeated the Government of appointients will stand. The House will
which M'r. 3ackenzie was the First Min- be a little surprised to learn, hon. members
ister. made, as I hold properly, 92 recom- ought to be surprisedidto learn if they are
mendations, a much smaller number than not, that down to this day an extraordinary.
were made by 'Ir. Mackenzie's Administra- I do not hesitate to say an unprecedented
tion. 26 were refused, as I hold entirely In course lias been pursued in regard to a
violition of the principles of parliament- large nuimber of those appointments. I do
ary government and all English precedents, rot say in regard to every one that those
and as I hold in the strongest possible vio- parties have been left without any com-
lation of the principles established by Lord ,municatien whatever from the Government
Dufferin on two similar occasions, namely. down to the present day. I cannot Imagine
the resignation of the Administration of Sir that greater disrespect could be shown to
Jibn di Macdonald. in 1873. and the defeat of the Crown or to the Governor General of
thio Mackenzie Government in 1878. Canada than to lay on the Table of Parlia-

The hon, gentleman knows that the re- ment a stateient of appointments with the
ports of the Treasury Board recommending declaration niade by the First Minister.
a large number of these appointments and that those parties should be left with-
were submitted to the Governor General ; out receiving any communication whatever
lthat he, in the exercise of his discretion or fron the Government respecting their posi-
indiscretion. took the extraordinary course tion. I an not prepared to say that this
of undertaking to judge as to what appoint- lias occurred in every case, but I know that
nients should be sanetioned and what should in several cases it has occurred.
not. His Excellency signed those Treasury At, the otîset, I may y that the whole
reports with a qualification. That signa- of the recomendationîs inade by the Gov-
ture was the nost valid and complete au- ernment of which I aI the lionour to be a
thority the Governor General could give to irember, had reference to insignifleant posi-
all those appointnhents that did not come tions, with the exception of the naines of
within the category of the exceptions he f.ur gentlemen who were nominated for
took as to the recommendations. The de- seats in the Senate. Instead of there beinw
eision as to those appointments which came appointments of judges to the Supreme
within the category to which the Governor Court, or ile eounty courts, or of persons
General took exception was submitted to to positions wilth large salaries attached.
the judgment of the hon. the Prime Minis- they were ail appointments made in the ordi-
ter and his colleagues. They exercised that rary course to fill vacancies in the public
judgmuent, and subsequently brought down service, and with comparatively small sala-
and laid on the Table of the House a report ries, as any person who takes the trouble
of those appointients, which, under the to run his eye over the list will see. I do
signature of the Governor General. had rot intend t go Into this matter fully, but I
been made valid and complete according to shall give one Instance. A gentleman came
his own declaration. My hon. friend was to nie a short time ago and said : The House
asked. what was the position of those ap- and the country were notified that I had
pointments ? His answer was, those ap- been appointed collector of customs at a
pointments will stand. It w"as not possible salary of $800, but I have not received a
for my hon. friend to gire any other answer, word of communication from the Govern-
because It was perfectly obvtous that hav- ment up to the present time ; I assumed
ing. as a leader of the Administration, that I was appointed, and I am not in a
brought down those appointments and de- position to take up any other employment.
clared they had received the imprimatur because I daliy expeet that the published
and sanction of the Governor General, it decision of the Governor GeneraluIn Council
was quite obvious that those parties held will be given effeet. I have been left lu a
those positions by the most Indefeasible condition of expectancy and doubt ever


