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The Department of Externzl Affairs released today ¢ message of
welcone from the Prime Minister of Conade to the President of the Morquette
,Comniittee, Senator Louis Ternynck. The message which wes delivered
Saturday afterncon by lr. Fournier, Minister of Public Vorks, reads as
follows:

"Sir:

"I have grect plezsure in extending, on behalf of the Govern-
nent of Canada and in my own name, a heartfelt welccre to your
delegation +hich has core to Canzda to commenorate with us the
tercentenary of the heroic deeds of Father Marquette and cf the
holy Canadizn mertyrs.

"Those pioneers of western civilization in North America rencin
for us mest vaiued exarples whose undaunted covrage and troad vision
stand as a continuing inspiration to the whole Canadion nation.

"As we reczll the discoverics made by Fether Marquette, = son
of old France, who wus assisted by Louis Joliet, z son of New France,
we are particularly touched by the gesture of your delegation in
associcting its tribute with our ovm end giving new cvidence of the
close fellowship which cxists btetween France and Canzda.

"I fecel sure that your pilgrinage to Canade con cnly strengthen
our close ties with Fraice and will encble you to realize how much
et one we ere in our ideals. :

"Aceept, Sir, the assurances of my highest considerction.®
Leuis 3. St. Lourent

The Merquette Cemuittece consists of a grouwp of some forty French
delegates who are meking o pilgrinmege to Canada to comnemorzte the 300th
crniversary of the discovery of the Mississippi by Father ilarquette and cof
the founding of the Jesuit Missions of Huronis in the vicinity of Midlend,
Ontario. This group includes several nenbers of the French Senate and
Chembre des Députés, as well cs nenbers of French universities wnd 4rve press.
The French Foreign Ministcr, Mr. Robert Schuron, proncses to jein tnis
grecup at the celebraticns to be hcld in Midlend, Gnterio, on the 16th aond
17th of Septerber. A Canedien reception comnittce is coumposed of Senator
Thonas Vien, T. Taggart Sayth, Father Pouliot S.J., Gerald Ryen, and
otherc. ’




