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The Department of Dcternal. Affairs released today e. message of
welcome from the Prime Minister of Canada to the President of the Marquette
CorLr.iittee, Senator Louis Ternynck . The message which was delivered
Saturday afternoon by 1,11r . Fouriiier, idinister of Public 17orks, reads as
follows :

"Sir :

"I have great pleasure in extending, on behalf of the Govern-
ment of Cana3z and in my ov.m ria,:ie, a heartfelt welcome to your
dele.gûtion ;d-,ich has come to Canada to commemorate with us the
tercentenary of the heroic deeds of Father Marquette and cf the
holy Canadian martyrs .

"Those pioneers of western civilization in North America remnin
for us ncst v-3.lued ex<..r~ples Ÿ:.Zose undaunted courage and broad vision
stand as a continuing inspiration to the vrhole Canadian nation .

"As we recall the discoveries made by Father Marquette, a so n
of old France, who i:as assi;;tec: by Louis Joliet, a son of New France .,
we are p .̂rticuLirly touched by the gesture of your delegation in
associr.ting its tribute ,r~th our ov:i and giving now evidence of the
close fellovrship which eYists betrTeen France and Canada .

"I feel sure that your pilgri:►age to Canada can only stren£then
our close ties r:ith Frznzice and will enable you to realize how much
at one we are in our ideals .

"l',ccept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideratio n . "

Louis S . St . Laurent

The Marquette Co~:.;ittee consists of a Croup of some forty French
delegates who are making a pilgrimage to Canada to commemorate the 300th
rs.niversary of the discovery of the Mississippi by Father Marquette and of
the founding of the Jesuit Missions of Iiuro ::iu in the •vicinity of Uidlrzid,
Ontario . This group includes several nerbers of the French Senate Mid
Chambre des Dcputés, as well as ;ze:.ibers of French univsrsities and ; ►.e press .
The French Foreign 111inister, Mr :"Robert Schi::=n, proposes t.o join tn: s
group at the celebrations to be held in Midland, Ontario, on the 16th Cr, .'.
17th of Septe,rber . A Canadien reception ccr..nittce is composed of Senator
Thomas Vien, T . Taggr.rt S:ayth, Fath~:r Pouliot S .J ., Gerald Ryan, and
others .


