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The international situation was to have been discussed
in the House earlier this week, but domestic problems intervened
to cause a slight delay, Members on all sides of the House are
expected to take part in the debate and we shall witness one of

take stock in the widest POssible terms of some basic aspect of
our national life, Each year we have a larger numbep engaged
in a serious attempt to assess our external position, I am
satisfied that this is due in large part to the increasing
public demand for periodic consideration of our position - a
demand which is increasing due, in no small rart, to the pressure
of education carried on by service clubs and other informeqd
putlic bodies. No one can take great comfort from the facts

as they will be brought out in the debate, During the long
years of war, we thought that one of the few advantages of
waging war twice in a generation would be that we should know
better the second time how to re-organize the world when the

fighting stopped.. We might have known better if we had read .

our history books rore carefully. Great wars create mre
problems than they solve, and the last onc wos ho exception to
this rule. _ : : B

There are still some Canadians who think that the best
answer to the complexities of our foreign relations is sirply
to ignore them. For some reason there is a:tendency for their
nunber to increase ag the dangers of the situation becore
more apparent. These are the beople who say "the world’'is in
such a terrible state we can do nothing about it." *"The best
course it to mend our owvm fences and leave the rest of the world
alone." Then there are those who say ™re are a small country.
Even with the best of intentions, we are incapable of influencing

‘events, e had better let the others do the work," Happily they

are fuier than they used to be, I am not surprised for in the

of ind{widual Capadians tomorrow, ' Take for exarple the question

of Palestine, I took part in the discussion of the Palestine
question during ‘the General Assenbly in October and Noverxber last,

At that tinme no aspect of ry political respensibilities seemed

ore remote to tho interests of iy constituents than the future of
this srall lend at the east end of the Mediterranean, I felt very
Iich that way ahout 1t ryself., lary of the place-nanas, like

Den angd Becrsheba, were very famlliar but only on account of events
that hagd happened there two thousand Yoear ago. Yet here I was
8itting on a cormittee which was trying to decide what should be

dons about these places now in the twentieth century. What cone
coivable difference d1d it rake to the far..rs and the townspeople

of the constituency of Grey-Bruco? On second thought it obviously-
made a great deal of difference, it s a serious business, affecte
ing every one of the 57 United Yations, so serious that rany tried

to avoid a decision. There zay be difference of opinion as to
vaether we were able to make very ruch of a contribution to the
solution of this problem, There can be no doubt that the catastrophe
Which may take Place in Palestine within the next few wecl:s and which
if it happens will endanger the stability of the whole Neap East,
"1l .very soon affect the welfare of this country. Therefore, let .
Us continue to study the problems of that unhappy country to gee if
¥e can fing a solution which will bring peace where there is now
conflict and at the same time remove the possibility of a mmch great-
er tmgwy. - r . .- . . . . . A

Now, wii;h regard to the United States, Lot us rako no
Mstake, The problen of a small country spread out-like the frosting
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