
political reality. And while Westphalia rightly is understood as a crucial moment in
the modern separation of religion and politics in the inter-state system, even here the
post-Westphalia dictates of the 17th century represented the codification of
developments sparkcd off during the Reformation and initially verified in the Trcaty
of Augsberg (1555). 13

On the other side of the modelled coin, as it were, a range of anomalies and
discontinuities are also evident. Thus, while Papal power was certainly curtailed after
Westphalia the Holy Roman Empire stiil retained great authority inmany areas of the
Buropean Continent, and for ail its formalised status the notion of religious freedom
was a restricted and fragile one in practice. Likewise, for ail the talk of religious and
political independence suggested by the Westphalian model it is worth remnembering
that the resultant sovereignty was restricted to Europcan states (iLe. excluding the
peoples of the Ottoman Empire) and that the fundamental prerequisite for freedomn in
Europe remaincd that of Christianity.

There is another anonialous dimension of the


