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15. Recognizing also the important contribution of civil society, including non-
governmental organizations and industry in, inter alia, assisting Governments to
prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in all
its aspects,

16. Recognizing further that these efforts are without prejudice to the priorities
accorded to nuclear disarmament, weapons of mass destruction and conventional
disarmament,

17. Welcoming the efforts being undertaken at the global, regional, subregional,
national and local levels to address the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons
in all its aspects, and desiring to build upon them, taking into account the
characteristics, scope and magnitude of the problem in each State or region,!

18. Recalling the Millennium Declaration and also welcoming ongoing initiatives
in the context of the United Nations to address the problem of the illicit trade in
small arms and light weapons in all its aspects,

19. Recognizing that the Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and
Trafficking in Firearms, Their Parts and Components and Ammunition,
supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized
Crime, establishes standards and procedures that complement and reinforce efforts
to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in
all its aspects,

20. Convinced of the need for a global commitment to a comprehensive approach
to promote, at the global, regional, subregional, national and local levels, the
prevention, reduction and eradication of the illicit trade in small arms and light
weapons in all its aspects as a contribution to international peace and security,

21. Resolve therefore to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit trade in small
arms and light weapons in all its aspects by:

(a) Strengthening or developing agreed norms and measures at the global,
regional and national levels that would reinforce and further coordinate efforts to
prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in all
its aspects;

(c) Developing and implementing agreed international measures to prevent,
combat and eradicate illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in small arms and light
weapons;

(d) Placing particular emphasis on the regions of the world where conflicts
come to an end and where serious problems with the excessive and destabilizing
accumulation of small arms and light weapons? have to be dealt with urgently;

(e) Mobilizing the political will throughout the international community to
prevent and combat illicit transfers and manufacturing of small arms and light
weapons in all their aspects, to cooperate toward these ends and to raise awareness
of the character and seriousness of the interrelated problems associated with the
illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in these weapons;

! See the annex for regional and subregional initiatives.

2 The term “excessive and destabilizing accumulation of small arms and light weapons” is
described in paragraphs 34-37 of the Report of the Panel of Governmental Experts on Small
Arms (A/52/298).



