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total -$54, 535,000',', 'While express „ros.e 	9 per 
cent.T,PasSenger ,fares were dov..n $2000  or  

i 4 j,  per cent  . to  312 .000;  'whilemail' declined-
slightly and all. - other.  revenue  adcoUrit reCedècl 
11.6  per  cent to $2, 552;000. • 

; 	Tonnage;oDrev-enue . .freight 'carried' was &kWh., 
:2,7-per 'cent at '12; 28 5';000:against" 12,6 23,000,. 
While', revenue tonnage'mileage' . drOP.' péd by 3.1. 
per  cerit  The nuMber Of fare' paSsengers agz . 

 gregated 2,769;000 coMpared with'2,954t000 a.„. 
year-ago, a decline of 6;2 per cent; 'cirkkile the 

.revenuepassengér mileage fell. 7:3  per cent 
 -Empty freight tar:mileage regidtered  a  sharp 

increase over the preceding FebruarY, climbing 
24;2 per cent, or  acimi . 112,660,000  Miles, while 
16ided mileage' declined  six per  bent. 

‘Total pay • eon.; advaridéd' from $33,952,000 to 
$38,819,000 or--14:3 per cent, and the number 
of employees remained relatiyely ,unchanged. 

.• , • 	- . 	. 	• 	 • 

'RON' 	AND' 	STEEL -  PRODUCTION  :  Canach:an' iron 
and steel _prOdudtiOn dontinùed i.ts 'upward 
climh ,during March ne.v menthly peaks; being 
reaéhed for pig iren 'and .  Steel ingots.' 

Pig -Iron 'output 'for  the  Month - aMOunted to 
2)2,130 tons, ,'sharPly'',.aboVe last year's output 
of 172,675 tona-,::.acCorditieto  figures  released 
by the Bureau OfStatiStics: -  ClkinulatiVe output 
for the first three months of this y,earivas 
557,9 28 torts itrv inerease . 'iif..14,0à8 tOns over 
.the cemparable -presétion Of 483;840; tons 
1948. -"Ferro- alloy•bUtpUt 'in March, also r .e.gis-. 

 tered à sharp.' . gain,'ftOialling. - 22;'457'tons  as  
-.. 5 against 14;'293  a  year earlier malCing'the 

three-eiOnth. production  66', 101 tond compared 
with 43, 241 tons  for  jeriiiary=Marel 'last' year 

•' Combined outputof Steel ingoiS'ria Castings 
•,in  Mach rose.to-'a htgh level 'aggtegating 
-.298,46 1  toris  as  CoMparecf With . 236 ., 26 tOna-

last yéar. PrOdtiCtion . 'fOr the three months 
totalled, 842,439' tons' against . 78 2,398 tons 
last.year.' Steel'- : inget output Was .recorded at• 

• 287,885 'tons cOtripared 'with' 27 5;349 a .year 
• earlier', and  for 'the three Months 812,..881.  tons 

comiiared with- 753;300.: Steel Castings in March 
. fell ,  to -10,•576  tons  ' from' 10,677 tons.last 
year,: While  the  ctimtilatiVe -, OutPUt .for the 

.first -quarter'inCreaséd ,  to  29,558  tons  from 
29,008 tons a"year ago.' 	- 

BORDER  TRA FÉ I C: 	Jt-r-d-f f 	c roSS'in g 
..the internationaf - boundary into danada . during 
March was-  Siic-,Per ,  Cent heavier- than in the 
same month ,  last 'year, - àééerding to  the  13ure'aù 
of Statistics:7 The:increase' Was . 'dtke't6 greater 
volume of Canadi?initraffiC:returning from' the 
United States whibh rose 23 Per  cent United  
States traffiC enteting -  Canada-  shOwed:  a  ,minor 
deérease of less -  than'One Per'cent. , 

Firstquarter --tcrtals..fOr r'iliia year place 
highway -border , crOsSingi at '1,327,000,, shoWing 
an advance •ciI , 712-Per: cent oVer' the  Same period 
of  1948 As  in liida'rclli• ;a-  large Part' Of the rise 
was due to incr-eaSed - vOlue t Of returning 
Canadian 'traffic, up fré,m 327,700' a year agd 
to 4Z7 , 400. 
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FARM' PRICES:  'the index nuMber-  of 
f 
 . arm p rides, 

-.oîàgricultural prcklucts continued its general 
,ed,dwIlward trend in ''Mar -ch, ék; reach ità7loweat 

level since May - last•Year:' The Peak fO sr this 
index tvas regiatered- in August last year. At 
the March' level:, the  index  was 1..7  p6inrehelow 
that 6f February; 12-.9 'points below'Augùst, 
but 3,6 -points .aboveiMaY and  10.9.'porras high-; 
er than-  in March last year , 

The index for Mardh thii-  year, on the base  
1935-39,  Was 251.1 cOmpared with 252.8 in 
February and 240...2 in March a year ago., As' 
compared with the preceding . month there were 
increases in prOvinial indexes  for Alberta 

,..-and BritiSh,Columbia,  but  déci.ines  ii the 
remaining proVinces,  hile in the 12.rnonths 
there were increaséS in •all  provinces  except 
Prince:Edward Ialancl'and New Brunswick. 

Compared with a year ago, ,Merch,'pris were 
higher.for all agricultural .-produts.  included 
in  the  general - irides except grains, potatoes, 
vegetables - and furdt-COmpared.with,the preced-
ing mohth,  the.  de:Cline Of,--1.7, Points „was 
largely attributable to-a 16Wering of,prices 
for  dairy products and poultry and-eggd. 

iWORLD GRAIN 'EXPORTS t  World. expOrtS Of, grain 
.and grain products :during the 'firat rhalf,:of 
the current •crop season were nearly ?  fivey per 
cent greater than in the corresponding-period 
of  the previous (1947-48) season, ..totall.ing 
17938,600 long :tons (in erain equivalent)..as 
against 17, 110,.000 long tons. 

Approximatelj, 73 per.,  Cent.  of -thià season's- 
total consiated, of breadgrains,, . 	. 

namely wheat, 'including floUr, andrye. Uports  
.these 'amounted .to  13; r  mil lion tons com-

pared with 12.6 million tons in the first half .  
6f the 1947-48 Year,' according, to  the Bureau -"s 
monthly review of the -Wheat situation.,•Ship-

,ments from thelJnited States. accounted ,for 
55;6 per cent of the breadgiai# total . compared 

, With' I  55  per cent the previotis- year.- Canada 
-Supplied 21.1 per cent against 23.8 per cent; 
Australia, 12.9 compared with  six per cent; _ 
Argentina, 4. 2' (10.9); and all Other countries, 
6.2 (4.3)-'per cent..  

COST OF ' LIVING  :  Cos't-o 1 iv ing  indexes for  
four of the eight regional cities recorded 
increases during March; tWo were unchanged and 
two moved lower, according to the Bureau of 
Statistics. Further. recessionin food 	ices,. 

; notably: butter  weredounter---41anded by  in-
creaSes: in clothing, -homefurnishings 	 ser- 
vices 	and rentals.» . . 

• 
WHEAT STOCKS :  Stocks, of Canadian wheat in 
store or in  transit in"-North,raerica at mid-
night  on  May " . 5 amounted to 113, 330,060 bushels, 
dOwn 5;'23i000  from the preeeding week 's  total,  
but 43,884,000 higher than on die corresponding 
dàt'e lààé 'Year; "acCording to the Bureau of 

Statistics.  

MARGARINE  PRO DUCTION:  Margarine production 
in Canada during the first four months of this 
year amounted to 1,3,069,000 pounds, according 
to' the Bureau of Statistics which is now col-
lecting- figures on this product monthly. Out-
put in January was 1,030,000 pounds, February 
3,354,000, March 7,331,000, and April, 6,- 
354,000. 

Stocks of margarine held by manufacturers, 
and in cold storages and other warehouses at 
the beginning of May amounted to 948,000 
pounds. 
- Production and stocks in Newfoundland are 
not included in the above totals, but will be 
shown when administrative arrangements for the 
collection of statistical data from that prov-
ince have been completed. 

LABOUR I NCOME :  Canadian labour income in 
February is estimated at $605,000,000, down 

-$3,000 .,000 from January, but up $56,000,000 or 
11 per cent from the estimate for February 
1948, according to the Bureau of Statistics. 

Increases in labour income from January to 
Fêbruary occuri-ed  in  manufacturing, trans-
pOrtation, • communicati6n and storage, finance 
and - fishing. These increases, however, were 
overbalanced by decreases in all other indus-
tries. 

, .Average weekly - earnings -for thenine' leading 
non-agr icultural industries increased from 
$42.77 on February -1 to $43.05 on March 1. 
Over the same period, however, employment in 
these industries showed a decrease which over-
balanced the effect of higher average earnings 
upon. labour income. The all-Canada cost-of-- 
living •index  dropped- one-fifth of one per cent 
froin 159.5 on .February 1 to 159 ..2 on March 1. . 	_ 	. 	. 

RCAF APPOINTMENT :  Air Commodore F.R. Miller, 
CBE, formerly Air Officer Commanding the RCAF' s 
Air Materiel .G6Mmand,"'is to become' Air Member 
for  tjPerationSiind Training at Air Force Head-
quarters, Ottawa, it was  arknounced on May 20, 
by the Minister-of National Defence, - Mr. 
ton. Air-CommOdore Miller, at - Present in 
Washington, D.C., where he is attached to the 
Canadian .  joint-Staff, takes over his new duties 
September-1,.with the rank of. Air Vice Marshal. 

A/C Miller will take over as head of the 
Cperations and Training Division from Air Vice 
Marshal C.R. -Slemon, CB,  ŒE,  who becomes Air 
Officer Commanding, Central Air Command, 
Trenton, Cnt., upon the retirement of Air Vice 
Marshal E.E. Middleton, CEE. - 

POLISH VETERANS :  The Minister of Labour, 
Mr. Mitchell, reported on May 19 that at least 
250 of the Polish veterans who came to Canada 
in 1946 and 1947 for jobs on, farms were now 
either operating farms for themselves or had 
well-laid plans for doing so in the future. 

Approximately 80 of these men were in On- 
tario, with the remainder established in every 
province with the exception of Newfoundland. 
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Some of them had purchased their own acreage, 
while others had rented land or were operating 
farms on a crop-sharing basis. 

PUREBREDS FOR ITALY :  Cne hundred and tWenty-
five purebred Canadian Holstein-Friesian 
heifers will be leaving Montreal:May 21 on the 
S. S. Marchport, bourcl far.  Italy,_ the Depart-
ment ofTrade and  Commerce  announced on May 18.,. 

This order for Canadian Hélétein-Friesian 
cattle was placed by Italian breeders, follow-
ing smaller teken shipments _over the Past six 

In November,- 1948 .; four Holstein-Friesian 
bulls, valued at $15;000, were floan td italy 
via New York, marking the -first 'shipment of 
Canadian purebred cattle to that country. In 
March of this year, an additionalneleven head 
of cattle were flown from-Melton to Italy, ,the 
first such air shipment 'direct from Canada:to 
Europe. 

Italian breeders have. expressed kre Et.t 
satisfactiOn with Canadian Purebred riPistein-
Friesian cattle, and  it is 'expected that fur- 
ther orders will be 'placed in this cOuntry, _ 

. • 

FOREST PRODUCTS RES EARCH  : Format 	o f 
Advisory Committee on Forest - Products Research 
to- work cloSely with the Forest Producta 
leboratory, Ottawa, in the-  AnVestisation of 
methods of wood utilization Wiia announced on 
May i§ by : the Minister -of Mines and,Resources, 
FAr. Gibson. 

Members of the ,Comtnittee, representing 
various branches.of the -forest products, inclus7 
try, will make, their experience, and ,advice 
available in...regard to v:rork being:carried ,out 
at thé Laboratory, -  and Suggest new lines, Of 
research in wOod utilizatiori;'" - 

. 	. 	 . 	 . 

RETAIL SALES HIGHER :  Canadians. stepPed - up 
their spending in retail stores in-Maïch, 
making purchases t& the value of $577,730,000 
or -six per cent more than in-March last year, 
according to the monthly estimate by-the Bureau • 
of Statistics. The , total wad 4,ell. ahead of 

'both,  January and February when the respective 
figures were  $493,370,000  and $46 9e520,000. 

Aggregate dollarsales for the first quarter 
of this year stood at $1,540,6.2),000 compared 

iwith $1,482,410,000 in the same per od of 1948, 
a gain of four per cent: 

. 	. 

DEPARTMENT STORE SALES:  Department store 
sales  advanced 27 Per cent during the week 
ending May 7 over the corresponding week last 
year, according to preliminary • figures iàsued 
by the Bureau of Statistics. Largest gain of 
33 per cent was shown in Cntario, followed by 
Alberta with a rise of 31 per cent, the_Mari-
times 28per cent, Manitoba 27 per cent, Çuebec 
23 per cent, British Columbia 22 per cent, and 
Saskatchewan 16 per cent. 

• 


