slightly and" all ‘other “revenie account receded ]

Lo wl'ule revenue tonnage ‘mileage’ dropped by 3.1.-

-+ of 172,675 tons;

i%

total "$54, 535 000 wlu.le express rose ID 9 per
cent.’ Passenger fares were down $2% 000 or

4,1 per-cent to, $5 312,000, ‘whrlemaxldeclxned ;

f
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. 11.6 per cent to $2 552 000.

Ty
Tonnage ‘oft revehue frerght carrred was down., !

:2,7-per cent ‘at 12, B85, '000 ‘agaifst’ 12,628,000,

per cent.' The nuiiber of fare passengers ag: '
gregated ‘2, 769,000 compared with” 2,954,000 a.
year-ago, a declrne of 62 per cent, whl.le the
.revenue’passenger ‘mileage fell 7./3 per cent.
Empty fréight tar mileage regrstered a -sharp

increase over: the preceding February. cll.mbrng

24,2 per cent, or- some 12,660, 000’ mrles vhile
16aded mileage declined six per cent.

. 1 Total pay roll‘advancéd from $33,952, 000 to |

$38,819,000 or-14:3 per cent, and the number |
of employees remarned relat:.vely unchanged
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IRON AND STEEL PRODUCTION Canadlan iron ;
- and steel productisn contl.nued its Upward |
- climb:during Mareh, new monthly peaks l)erng .
.. réached for pig iron and steel ingots,

', Pig-iron-output 'for the month amounted to
22,130 tons, sharply sbove last year's output
v accdrdmg to fl.gures reléased
. by the Bureau of ‘Seatistics: Cumulative output
for the first three months of this year was
557,928 tons,” an' increase ¢f 174,088 tons over
the comparable: prod'uctron of 483,840, tons in
. 1948, Ferro-alloy output' ‘in ‘March’ aISO regis-
: " tered 4 sharp- gain;’. totallmg 22457 tons as
Jagamst 14,293 a yeai'esrlier,’ malung the
.. three-month. production 66, 101 tons compared
thh 43, 241 tons for January-March last year.

' Combined output'of steel ingots ‘and cast:.ngs
.in March rose: to a high', level, aggregatmg_
298 ‘46 1'tons’ as compared ‘wi'th “286,02% tons’
last year. Produttion 'for the- three months
- totalled ‘842,439 tong against 782,398 tons
last year. Steel- iRgot oUtput was. recorded at:
. 287,885 tons compared with’ 275, 349 a year
earller. and - for ‘the “three months 812 881 tonis
compared- with 7.53,300." Steel castings in March
. fell to 10,576 tons from 10, 677 tons last
_year, wl'n.le the cimulative output for the
first quarter anreased to 29 558 tons from’

‘2,008 tons a’ year ago '

"BORDER TRAFFIC: Hrghway ‘traff1c~ crossrng A

the'. intemational bouridary “into ‘Canada dur:.ng :
March was. sik:per cent heavier’ than in the
same month’last- yedr, accordmg to 'the Bureau
of Statistics; The increasé' was due to gredter
volume of Canadiar :traffic’ returm.ng from' the

Uni'ted- States whieh rose 23 per cent, Unrted :

States traffic entermg Canada showed a mmor
decrease of |éss-tharione pér cent, 3

Firgt<quarter totals: for” this year place
hxgbway border: crosSLngs at 1, 327,000, shewing
an-advance .o f -12 per, cent over’ “the same period
of 1948.7As in March & large part 6f the_rise
was due ‘to incr¥ased ‘volume of rfeturning
Canadian traffic, ‘up from 327,700 a year ago

“Ihe 1ndex numb r'of farm prl.ces
ol,f agrlcultural products contmued its general_
udownward trend -in ‘March, t:o reach its lowest
level since May last year.' The peak for this
index was registered-in August last’ year. At
the March’ level, the index was 1.7pointsbelow
that of February, 12.9 ‘points below August,

- but 3:6- ‘points above“May and’ 10. 9 pornts l'ugh-

er than in March last year. .

The index for March thi& year, on “the ‘base
1935-39, was 251.1 compared with 792.8 m
February and 240.2 in March a year ago. As
compared with. the preceding month there were

.and British. Columb:.a, but declmes in. the
.remaining provinces, wl'ule in the 12 months
there were increases in all provinces except
. Prince ‘Edward Island ‘and New Brunswick.. .
‘Compared with a year ago, March” prlces were
lu.gher for all agricultural products included
in‘the géneral- mdex except grains, potatoes,
vegetables and furs?. Compared .with  the preced-
~ing mofth,
largely attrxbutable to.a lowering of' prrces
~for darry products and poultry and eggs

e S _.
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‘and grain products during thé first halfiof
. the current crop season were nearly flve,, per:

cent. greater than in. the correspondl.ng period

.. o.f the- previous, (1947- 48 season, tot,alhng

17,938,600 long.tons (in grain equwalent) as
. against :17, 110, 000 lohg tons. |

- namely whéat,’
of these * amounted to 13 l-m:.llion tons com-

-~ monthly review of the wheat situation. . Ship-
.sments from the'United States: accounted for

\w:.th 55 per’ cent thé previous-year. Canada
supplled 21.1 per cent against 23.8 per cent;

Argentina, 4,2 (10. 9) and all othercountrles.
_ 6.2 (4 3} per cent T i e

i

: * )
: four of the elght regional cities recorded
. increases during March, two were unchanged and
two moved lower, accordmg to the Bureau of

1 Statistics. Further recessmns_tm Faod pn.ces,

»notably butter, ‘weré- éounter-balanced by. in-
creases in' clothing, homefurm.shmgs and,ser-
' vices, mxscellaneous u.ems and rentals

,1; f,"":.;t’-’ i : ' ’ : . .
. WHEAT STOCKS: Stocks of Canadxan wbeat in
. store or in transit in"North America at.mid-

. down: 5;251,000 from the precedlng week® s total,
. but 43,884,000 higher than on the correspondmg
ldate ldst yedr, accordlng to the Bureau of

Statistics.

to 427,400.

¢

v
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increases-in provinéial indexes for Alberta,

the decline 6f.1.7 points was

WORLD GRAIN EXPORTS: World exports of gram

- Approxmatel '73 per. cent, of this season s}
" ifirst<half total: cons:.sted of, breadgraxns.,
l.ncludmg flour and rye. Exports

' pared with 12.6 m:.ll:.on tons in the first half.
- of the 1947-48 Year,’ accordmg to, the Bureau's

~55:6 per cent of the® breadgram total compared.

b Australia; 12.9 compared ‘with srx per cent; .

Cost of—l:.vmg Lndexes for

i night ‘on May"5 amounted to 113,300,000 bushels,-

NARGARINE PRODUCTION: Margarine production

in Canada during the first-four months of this

year: amounted to 18,069,000 pounds, according

to the Bureau of Statistics which is now col-

lectmg figures on this product monthly. OQut-
put in January was 1,030,000 pounds, February

3,354,000, March 7,331,000, and April,
354 000.

* Stocks of margarine held by manufacturers,
‘and in cold storages and other warehouses at
the beginning of May amounted to 948,000
pounds.

Production and stocks in Newfoundland are
not included in the above totals, but will be

shown when adninistrative arrangements for the

collection of statistical data from that prov-
ince have been. completed

LABOUR INCOME: Canadian labour income in
February is estimated at $605,000,000, down
'$3,000,000 - from January, but up $56,000,000 or
11 per cent from the estimate for February
1948, accordlng to the Bureau of Statistics.

' Incresses in labour income from January to
February occurred in manufacturrng. trans-
portation, communication and storage, finance
and fishing. These incréases, however, were
overbalanced by decreases in all other indus-
tries.

Average weekly ‘eamings. fortbenxne leading
non—agrrcultural industries increased from
.$42.77-on February -l to $43.05 on March 1.
Qver the same perjod, however, employment in
these industries showed a decrease which over-
balanced the effect of higher average earnings
upon, labour income. The all-Canada cost-of-
living index dropped one-fifth of one per cent
from 159.5 on February 1 to 159.2 on March 1.

. ~.s-

RCAF APPDINWENT ‘'Air Commodore F.R. Ml.ller
CBE, formerly Air Officer Commanding the RCAF's
Air Materiel Command, is to become Air Member
for @peratlons and Tram:.ng at Air Force Head-
quarters, Ottawa, it was announced on May 20,
by the Minister- of National Defence, ‘Mr. Clax-
ton. Air‘Commodore Miller, at present in
Washington, D.C., wheré he is attached to the
Canadian Joint- Staff takesover his new duties

,September 1,.with the rank of Air Vice Marshal.

A/C Miller will take over as head of the
Operations and Training Division from Air Vice
Marsha!l C.R, Slemon, CB, CBE, who becomes Air
Officer Command:.ng, Central Air Command,
Trenton, Cnt., upon the retirement of Air Vice
Marshal E.E, Mrddleton.‘ CEE. ‘

OLISH VETERANS: The Minister of Labour, A

Mr. Mitchell, reported on May 19 that at least
250 of the Polish veterans who came to Canada
in 1946 and 1947 for jobs on, farms were now
either operating fams for themselves or had
well-laid plans for deing so in the future.

Approximately 80 of these men were in On-
tario, with the remainder established in every
province with the exception of Newfoundland.

lC. W.B. May zo, 17949)
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Some of’ them had purchased their own acreage,
while others had rented land or were operatmg
farms ‘on"a crop-sharmg bas:.s Ll

'

;wxs_m_v__s_eo_x;._mw_ One hundred and twent)’-.
five purebred Canadian Holatein-Friesian
heifers will be leaving Montreal’ May 21 on the
S.S. Marchport, bound for Italy, the Depart-
ment of Trade and Commerce announced on May 18.

! -This ordér for Canadian Holste:.n-Frl.esmn
cattle was placed by Italian breeders, follow-
ing smaller tolcen sl'upments over. the past six
months. - E -

" In November, - ].948‘ four Holsteln-Frxesran
bulls, valued at $15,000, were flown to Italy
via New York, marking the first shipment of
Canadian purebred cattle to that country. In
March of this year, an additional~eleven head
of cattle were flowmn from.-Malton to Italy, .the
first such air sl'u.pment direct from Canada to
Earope. .

Italian breeders have expreSsed grreat
satisfaction with Canadian purebred Hélstéin-
Friesian cattle, and it is expected that fur-
ther orders will be’ placed Ln tl'u.s country,

FOREST PRODUCTS RESEARCH Formatlon of an

-of Statistics.
both: January and February when- the respective

Advisory Committee on Forest Products Research
to- work closely with the Forest Products
Laberatory, Ottawa, in.the igvestigation of
methods of wood - utilization wés announced on
May 19 by:the Minister of Mmes and Resources,
Mr. Gibson. e
‘Members of the Comm:.ttee. representrng

| various branches of the forest products irndus-

try, will ‘make, their experience and advice

 available in: regard to work being earried out

at the Laboratory, and suggest new lx.nes “of
research in wood utl.ll.z.atl.on i
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RETAIL 'SALES HIGHER: Canadrans stepped-up

"their spending in retail stofes in March;
| making purchases t& the value of $577,730,000

or §ix per cent more than in-March last Year,
according to the monthly estimate by thHe-Bureaua :
The -total: was vell ahead of

figures were $493,,370,000 and $469,520,000.
Aggregate dollar.sales for the. first quarter

‘of this year stood at $1,540,620,000- compared

with $1,482, 410, 000 in the same per:.od of 1948,
a gain of four per cent.

DEPARTHENT STORE SALES: Department store
sales advanced 27 per cernt duting the week
ending May 7 over the ‘corresponding week last
year, according to preliminary figures issued
by the Bureau of Statistics, Largest gain of
33 per cent was shown in Ontario, followed by
Alberta with a rise of 31 per cent, the.Mari-
times 28 per cent; Manitoba:27 per cent, Quebec
23 per cent, British Columbia 22 per cent, and

:_Saskatchewan 16 per cent.



