
Technology Consortia: A Prisoner's Oileauna ?

1 . INTRODUCTION'

The 1980s witnessed a dramatic increase in'the number of international
technical . alliances formed within the Triad (U.S., EC and Japan) . This has been
documented by numerous authors and is depicted numerically in Table 1 .2
Simultaneously, over the last decade a consensus has been developing on the
inadequacy of traditional (Ricardian) models of trade in light of recent trends in the
postwar trading environment3 and the development, in the 1970s, of a new set of
analytic tools .`
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A number of scholars have established databases on international cooperative agreements as noted in the OECD paper
by Chenais. However, the paper cautions us about the limitations of the data contained therein because they are
frequently built on the basis of information published in the economic and professional press . It is therefore highly
dependent on the degree of disclosure of such agreements within the industry which can vary considerably from
industry to industry and from country to country .

For an extensive treatment of the key elements of *globalisation" and the broad implications for public policy in
Canada, see Keith Christie, "Globalisation and Public Policy in Canada : In Search of a ParadiQrn", Policy Staff Paper
No . 93101 (January 1993) .
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It was in the latter part of the 1970s that a number of economists first began to apply concepts drawn from industrial
orpanisa tion theo ry to the analysis of interna ti onal trade. This body of theo ry challenges the fundamental tenets of
the Ricardian model, that trade is based on the p rinciple of compara tive advantage in perfectfy compe titive markets .
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