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Successive Corrmti ttee 0ai rmen . found themselves str.uggl ifl:9 with how best

}o' apportion time bet4.een members who wanted to question the witn2ss or

del3ver a statement. The five minute rule had not war^ed and the

designated opposition critics resented being confïned this way or being

swppi ante.d by more eager backbenchers wh:o got the.i r name5 on he

questioner's list before they did. Each questiorier was then a1•lowed one

question at a time but that did no work either, as some Member.s found

ways of stretching one into many questions. After much acri.wi ous.

debate. that more than once kept a Minister waiting f6r over an hour

before lie could speak, it was decided that, an official spokesperson for

each party would have fifteen minutas beginning with thé Official

Ppposition's critiç. O.thér menbers, would be allowed. 10 minutes and a

-second round was possi bl e if the wi tness .and room was-avai 1abl e and .fi ve

memt^ers remained in attendance. Quite frequently the chairman had to

intervene after the chief cri iii es had their say and apporti bn th o

remaining time among those on his questioner''s list. This system .wor,ked

reasonably well but thei^2 were sti^ 1 the oççasi onal camplai nts emanatin.9

from backbenchers of all parl:ies who cOmplained that the rules were not

being 'enfbrced as diligen:tl,y as they ought to have been by the

chai rman.22

Although the L on5ervati ve Government or the 31st parl i ament

had pi-.omisk to rev7taliza the comnittee, its tenure in office was too

short to affect any major change. Certainly their inember5 took the

Cpmmittee more serwious:ly as 83 per cent of them atte;nded, but féwer

members of any party chose to ask au2s^.ians. Mee-Table 12)

In the first session of the 32n,d parliament that rai from 1980

to 1983 Lilie cammi ;.tee opce agai n took or a more ntive rtal è. ^ here has

of late b een a 9rawi-ng 3xitprest. in fntawnativnal ar"fairs among an

1:lcrea`5}ng number -of ine^gbers. 14#iile sbTle of tM5 is a re.f.lection of

grnt-Er constituent intgr.est :ind the need :to find markets abroad, credit

must also be given to the various intLArp.irliamentary associations that

have taicefl member..s to other Countries, introduced them to :aLher natlvnal
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