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with the Soviet Union and the countries of Eastern Europe, while 
maintaining effective defence and firm political resolve. The aim 
of the Allies remains the establishment of a stable, long-term 
relationship based on mutual trust and understanding, and on respect 
for sovereignty, self-determination and human rights. They do not 
accept the Soviet view that confrontation between the social systems 
of East and West is inescapable. All states should work resolutely 
to realise the hopes of the peoples of the world for peace and 
progress, and to dissipate the common fears of war and misery. 

4. 	Both the achievement of balanced arms control agreements 
and the restoration of confidence in East-West relations would reduce 
the risks of conflict and provide an enduring basis for peaceful 
progress. 

5. The members of the Alliance are committed to ensure 
security by a balance of forces at the lowest possible level. In 
consultation with the Allies concerned, the Government of the United 
States has made a comprehensive series of proposals in the 
Intermediate Nuclear Forces (INF) and the Strategic Arms Reduction 
Talks (START) at Geneva for substantial reductions leading to arms 
control agreements which would be balanced, equitable and verifiable. 
The Allies concerned have offered to halt, reverse or modify 
deployments of US-INF - including the removal and dismantling of 
missiles already deployed to Europe - on the basis of concrete 
results at the negotiating table. They call upon the Soviet Union 
to resume negotiations on nuclear forces without preconditions or 
delay. In the absence of concrete negotiated results, longer-range 
INF missiles are being deployed in accordance with the December 1979 
decision, all parts of which are of equal importance. 

6. The policy of the Alliance is to maintain nuclear weapons 
at the lowest level possible for effective deterrence. The Allies 
concerned withdrew 1,000 nuclear weapons from Western Europe in 1980 
and will over the next few years withdraw another 1,400, as well as 
one weapon for every Pershing II and cruise missile deployed. The 
resulting stockpile will be the lowest in Europe for some 20 years. 

7. Tn the Conference on Disarmament the Allies continue to 
sock balanced, realistic and verifiable disarmament measures. They 
welcome the contributions made by several Allies, in particular the 
comprehensive draft treaty submitted by the United States for a world-
wide verifiable ban on the production, stockpiling and use of 
chemical weapons. The Conference on Disarmament is the forum where 
an effective ban on chemical weapons can be negotiated, and the Allies 
will work seriously to that end. 
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