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Text of statement made by Mrs. A. L. Caldwell,

. representative of Canada in the Third Committee
of the eighth session of the United Nations
General Assembly, on September 29, 1955, on
agenda item 63 - Technical assistance in the
fields of prevention of discrimination and the
protection of minorities. !

Note - The text of -the resolution adopted on
this subjeet by the General Assembly
and the results of the voting are
included at the end of the statement,

0 R The question before this Committee is one with

sy ..wWhich we are in full aacprdoi As I-said previously, the

‘... Canadian Government has continuously supported the various

- United Nations technical assistance programmes, and will

- _.eontinue to do so. We fully appreciate the importance of
he draft resolution before us, and any practical and 5

Sound steps towards prevention of discrimination, and pro-

5. tection of minorities, will have our active support. We

_ are particularly anxious that in our discussions we should

aim‘at concrete achievements.., : w7

T Mo vaeveTq APRLS hihds ain mind, I would like to say something
about the draft amendments of Mexico, Syria and Guatemala
agﬁ“bﬂfér S0m§‘SuggegtiORS“about the draft resolution itself.,

(oo Lottt ¢ T4 seems to the Camadian Delegation that the
““draft améndment proposed by the Mexican representative is
open to several objections., First of all, it still brings
_in the question of education, which we think comes within
_the rield of activities allocated to the Speeialized -
“Agencies, and the explanation given yesterday by the rep-
“resentative of UNESCO confirms our understanding that
“%technical assistance in the field of education should be
UNESCO's responsibility. The UNESCO representative also
assures us that UNESCO has already initiated projects
‘which meet the object of the Mexican amendment. We -
strongly feel that duplication in the efforts and pro-
grammes of the United Nations should be avoided, not only
because of financial implicatioms, but for the maximum
effeectiveness of the United Nations as a whole. We also
understand that the Council'’s Social Committee eliminated
. ‘reference to "educational programmes designed to combat
4 .prejudice and.discrimination”, which was contained in the
‘draft resolubion then submitted by the Commission on Human
Rights, because such educational programmes were already
. included in the existing arrangements for the provision of
.. technical assistance. TFor these reasons, I regret to say
.. that the Canadian Delegation will have to vote against the
. Mexican draft amendment. ‘ | medd Teddey
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