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Mrs. Léger reads portion of Speech from the Throne while Mr. Léger, who plans to re-

tire in January, looks on. He became Governor General on January 14, 1974.

Other measures were announced during
June and July to encourage energy con-
servation and the development of renew-
able energy sources; to stimulate research
and development; and to assist small busi-
nesses.

Now the Government proposes to de-
vote more resources to the promotion of
industrial development in 1979-80.

The primary objective is to help estab-
lish an economic climate which is condu-
cive to private sector growth, particularly
in the areas of high technology industries,
regional development, and the promotion
of exports. Additional assistance will be
provided for tourism and for the resource
and ship-building industries.
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An important element among the Gov-
ernment’s proposed new industrial devel-
opment priorities is an increase in support
for major capital projects in manufac-
turing, energy and transportation.

The major thrust of the Government’s
employment strategy is to encourage the
creation of permanent jobs in the private
sector. Special emphasis is being placed
on the training and job placement of
young Canadians.

In this new session, the Government
will take action to increase support for
the training of an adequate supply of
skilled labour and to assist labour market
mobility.

The Government also proposes to in-
troduce major changes in the Unemploy-
ment Insurance program. These changes
would achieve a substantial reduction in

the cost of the program. They are in-
tended to minimize any negative effects
which the program may have on the in-
centive to work, or on the labour supply.

The proposed adjustments would
make the program more selective in its
coverage. They would also put Unem-
ployment Insurance funds to more pro-
ductive use, partly to finance an ex-
panded Job Experience Training Pro-
gram for youth. You will be asked to
approve amendments to the Unemploy-
ment Insurance Act to give effect to these
changes.

Other new employment strategy mea-
sures will focus upon year-round employ-
ment programs for young people. A new
Youth Job Corps Program will be created.
This and other youth employment pro-
grams will benefit from a major increase

in funding during this fiscal year.
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Child benefits system
The Child Benefits System has...been
redesigned. Family allowance payments
will be set at a base rate of $20 per
month per child for 1979, so that more
aid can be provided to those whose need
is greatest. The base rate will be indexed
in line with the cost of living after 1979.
Funds saved through this process will
be used to provide a yearly payment of
$200 per child to mothers in the low- and
middle-income families. Also, there will
be an increase of $20 per household in
the monthly Guaranteed Income Supple-
ment. This will further protect the elderly
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from the impact of inflation.

You will therefore be asked to consi-
der amendments to the Family Allowance
Act, the Old Age Security Act, and the
Income Tax Act.

As an additional anti-inflationary mea-
sure, the Government has recently re-
duced the special excise tax on gasoline
by three cents a gallon. Negotiations are
under way with the government of Al-
berta to defer the $1 per barrel increase
in the price of oil scheduled for January 1.

Renewal of the federation

Economic improvement by itself, how-
ever, will not guarantee a united country-
A renewal of the Canadian federation is
equally essential. It was with this convic-
tion that the Government published its
proposals for renewal last June in a docu-
ment entitled 4 Time For Action. Latet
that month, the Government placed be-
fore Parliament the Constitutional
Amendment Bill. It was referred to 2
Special Joint Committee of Parliament as
a basis for a full public discussion of con-
stitutional change.

A Time For Action affirmed the Gov-
ernment’s commitment to four basic prin-
ciples of renewal: the pre-eminence O
citizens and their freedoms; full respect
of native rights; full development of Can-
ada’s two major linguistic communities;
and the enhancement of our mosaic of
cultures. It supported development of the
regional economies and the fostering of
economic integration, so all in Canada
can share the benefits of our country
more equally. Finally, it recognized the
interdependence of the two orders ©
government, and urged the clear establish-
ment of their respective roles in a renewe

Constitution.
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Constitutional reform
With respect to the reform of the Consti"
tution, the Government has set out only
two fundamental requirements. The neW
Constitution must provide for Canada t0
continue as a genuine federation, and it
must contain a Charter of Rights and
Freedoms, including linguistic rights. The
Government has shown its deep concer®
that real progress towards change soon be
achieved, so that uncertainty can be dis’
pelled and unity reinforced. In particulaf:
the Government believes it essential that
clear and important progress be made bé’
fore Quebecers are asked by their provil
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