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By far the most Important changes are ln the direc-
tion of broadening the basis of taxation. For the times
being, at least, we have departed definiteiy fromn the single
land tax system which has prevailed. Owing te the faulty
powers of tax collection andi tax enforcement and to very
lenient administration of such powers as did exitst it
cannot perhaps be said that the single tax had a fair
triai or that the resuits were altogether the fauit of the
system. Be that as it may, the resulting condition called
for energetic* action. By the recent legisiation, buildings
and improvements are to ha assessed at 60 per cent of
their value, which. value is defined on the model of the
Ontario Assessment Act as the amount by which the va-
lue of the land is thereby increased. A graduated business
tax has been put on based on a table of percentages of
the annual, rentai value, and, as the most important de-
parture ln municipal taxation, a graduated income tax
Is in focre. The Legisiature limited the business tax and
the Income tax to the years 1918-19 so that it wilî be neces-
sary to go to that body again and make out the case for
the success of these new sources of revenue in actuai prac-
tice, but the assessing of improvements bas no time limait
placed on it, the legislators being of the opinion that this
change from the single tax bas comne to stay.

The income tax provisions follow closely the modal. of
the Dominion Incoma Tiax Act. This was for the con-
venlenca of those making returns as wall as to gain the
advantage of decisions on disputed points. The tax ia
payable by every person ordinarily resident in the city
of Edmonton or carrying on any business in it, and is
payable in the case of non-residents, aither individuals or
corporations, on the business conducted or carried on ln
or from the city, with the provisions that if no saparate
profit and loss account ia available the income shall be
deenied to ha 5 Per cent of the gross business of the Ed-
monton branch. The exemptions are, for an unmarried
individual-$1,O0; for ail other persona, $1,500. The tax
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