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eioht days, the arrears of rent are not paid, the superinten-
dent will be authorized to offer said stalls for rent, accord-
ing to the market by-laws sec. 46, art. 4, and that, in the
future, he shall be expected to pay his rent regularly.

—Ald. Couture drew the attention of the Committee to
the dirty manner in which the East end cattle market was
kept, especially in respect to pens, passages, etc., etc.

Resolved: To communicate, in writing, with Mr. James
Oborne, general superintendent of the Eastern division of
the C. P. R.,, and ask_him to remedy this evil as soon as
possible. ;

Adjourned.
A. LrBLANC,
Secrelary.
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON EARLY

CLOSING
OF STORES A

Report of Meeting. held the 27th of October.

Present: Ald. Couture, chairman, Bastien, Proulx, I,.'A.
Lapcinte and Nelson.

——Submitted the following opinion of the City Attorneys
on the questions submitted to them at the last meeting of
this Committee. .

Law DEPARTMENT,
Crry HALL.
Montreal, October 26th. 1904.

To the Chairman and Members of the Committee, respect-
ing the early closing of all stores tn the City,

(rentlemen,

In accordance with instructions received from the secre-
tary, Mr. Juies Crépeau, we beg to submit to you our opi-
nion upon various questions touching the early closing of all
stores in the City.

1st. Question— Has the City the right to enact a by-law
“ ordering the early closing of all stores of whatever trade
“ including licensed groceries, restaurants and hotels for
“ the sale of intoxicating liquors?” 4

Answer—We are of the opinion that the City does not
possess that power inasmuch as the legislation 57 Vict., ch.
50, and that which amends the same, 4 Edward VII, ch. 29,
are unconstitutional, as they undoubtedly aim at regulating
trade, and although destined, in the minds of those who
proposed ‘and had them adopted, to protect certain classes
of workers, that was their chief end:

This is the reason why these statutes are ulira vires of
the legislature. It would be otherwise, if by their principal
object, they could fall under one of the classes of subjects
pertaining ~exclusively to the Provinces, as for example
under one of those mentioned in Sir John Thompson’s re-
port, then Minister of Justice, which only incidentally affect
trade. But this is not so; it seems to us that it is impossible
to show that, by adopting these statutes, a question of “pro-
perty” of “civil rights” or of “matters of a purely local or
private nature” or of “municipal institutions in the Provin-
ce” was aimed at.

Although  the number of matters that niay form the sub-
ject of a police regulation is very large, and that the word
“police power” embraces subjects of an almost unlimited

variety, it seems admitted that these subjects must relatel -
to order, morals, public health, welfare and to good govern-
ment. ; !

Ts this the case with these statutes? We fail to see how it

can be that the closing of a grocery store at eight instead of
nine o'clock can affect, in the least, these elements of good

government.

We believe that the Federal Government alone, has the
power to enact such a statute. =



