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WOMAN ÀIND' HER INTERESTS
~The First Woman PhysicianI

DMEN physicians are now
weil known ln Canada, in
the chief centres at least,
,wbere some members of
the profession have done
especially notablE, and ad-
mirable work. In the
United States there are
tbousands of women
practising as physiclans.
y, and other European
'ecognlzed the place of
lical Drofession. But balf

of -the medicai colieges In the United States,
and proceeded to address In succession an
application for an admission to each of
tbem.

Uer application was refused by twelve
colleges. Tbe future M.D. found tbe
barriers,0f "precedent" raised against ber
in one direction after another, but at last
býEgan to appear a way out.

Among the applications s had made
tbroughout the length and breadth of the
country, one had been addressed 'ta the
medical college of the University of Geneva,
N.Y. The faculty of that institution gave
ber request a fair consideration, and agreed
that 'tbey saw no reason why a woman wbo
wanted te study medicîne, and wbo bad
possessed berself of the requlred preparatory
knowledge, should flot be permitted to take
the college course. Finally the matter was
referred te the wbole student body, who
haiied it as a good joke. Wbether from a
spirit of gallantry, the incentive to make an
innovation, or an aroused love of fair play,
the students decided unanimously In favor of
tbe new applicant., A resolutioni was drawn

mindedness, she won 'the respectful and yet
kindly regard of ber fellow-students.

But though tbe "lIady student" had thus
made good ber position witbin the college,
tbe suspicions and hostile curiosity witb
wbicb she was regarded ln 'the lifte town,
were long In subslding. As sbewenttbrougb
the streets, on b er way -to and from tbe
college, audible whispers o! "Here abe
cornes! " or rude invitations from one street
urchin to another to "Corne and bave a good
look at the lady doctor!" would greet ber
cars. Even wvell-dressed men and women
would draw up on the pavement to sec ber
go by. But tbe quiet, dignified bearlng of
the littie woman, dressed'simply, and going
on steadlly ýabout ber business, made ltapparent tbat there, was notbing strange or
outlanidlsh about ber personally, and gradu-
aliy the unwelcomne attentions fell off.

Dr. Blackwell graduated la 1849, and re-
ceived her M.D. degree. The convocation
building was crowded, a great many ladiesbeing present, some of tbem coming miles to
witness the conferrlng of a medîcal diplomna
on a womani for the first time.

The president, In bis addrèss,' alluded totbe pi'esence of a lady student as "an innova-
tion that bad been in every way a fortunate
one," and sald tbat "ber presence bad exer-
cised ~a beneftcial influence upon ber fellow-
students la ail respects:"

Her subsequent career justified ber course.
She studied at tbe Maternlty Hfospi-tal inParis, and "walked" one 'of tbe London
bospitals. Afterwards sbe returned to New
York, worked up a successful practice, and
establisbed an Inflrmary for Women andbildren. Ten years after ber gr'aduation,
s registered as a physîclan In Enigland,

and later practised in London. Sbe founded
the National Healtb Society in London, and
assisted la foundiag the London Scbool of
Medicine for Women. She also dissemlnated
medicaî knowledge by ber publlsbed works,
among these, belng oe on "Physical Educa-
tion of Girls," "Religion o! Health, "Council
to Parents on Moral Education2."
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