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WILLIAM WVE SMITH'S POEMS. (I)

Such is the title, in itself not suggestive of the romantic, of a
""l"ne of some 26o odd pages of verse that bas launched forth to
ride upon the swelling tide of public praîse, to lie becalmed
o)n the Unruffled lagoon of public indifference, or to sink beneatb
the buffdting waves of public cundemnation. That this last will
11ot be its fate a glance at its trim rigging will assure us. Its sails
are Sn owy white with purity of thought, its planks are sound with
maxis trite and Scottisb, its ropes are ties that bind the heart

t'3 borne and kindred, and its anchor is faith and religious feeling.
The part. of the book in whicb the author " talks sbop Ilare

befIt5 th and c'religious poems ; " 'çsongs " is the title that .best
b1ta book, There is hardly a piece that is sufficiently sus-

taled, or SUfficiently burdened with burning ideas to menit the
flarne Of Poemn. The metre is musical and flowing. Among the
Pieces suggested by-Canadian scendes, a song, "O0, the woods," is
l'ght and trpin

rîppingn, , but with the defects that too many of the com-
atos Stggest the conventional full-dress of pastoral poetry,

bche ash afy woods," "sylvan maid," "golden hair,» and
tbehen sade." There is flot enough warmth or individuality

i' h expressions, rather stock phrases skilfully set to music.
laultîe55 enougb in rbytbm, itmay be, yet tbe reader longs for

soltehingrugged and untrimmed to break the monotony, as the

taelrwaries of close-trimmed bedges and square fields. Those
co'nient adjectives of two syllables that fill up gaps and form

'%S1 lating bridge on a stream. over wbicb the rhymer care-llcks bis way where the poet rather leaps forward eager to
overtake the ideas that rush faster'tban his pen can follow, occur too
Igften 01n1 the pages before us, "sainted dead," ' warbling bird,"

eatîY matins, "gode et. " r
11IixCed -w egtde haze," tc The "Scottish "piecesar

Whc thwords from the Scotch dialèct, a poetical artifice for
ICft - a Canadians 'we have no more use, though there are yet

,I aada those wbo will read with pleasure songs that willreM d thernof tbeir childbood's home, for in tbese the author is
ft at his best. The last two lines of " The Bairnie" will
dan echo in the Scotchman's beart,
eùr he gangs blythest through the warld, and leaves

fllaist guid behind,
Where country, love andi childhood are in bis heart en-

othens hrined?
er f this class worthy of mention are " Habbie Simpson,"

0c"eMNatyr of Solway Santis," "Our Hamné is Whaur we Mak

1 est," and ccThe Ghost that Danced at Jetbart."QU. P1r0Per names are generaîîy fairiy suited to poetical com-poItion1
i ,on some of themn our author bas improved, as in the fre-

Iro tr' use of Canadia for Canada. There are a few pieces drawn
reat Oca uhjects which are hardly worthy of a place with the

wi' asccThe Girl who Drove the Reaper." One or two quotations
4ràouficea s instances of the many sweet tbings to be founti in the

d Uthe Pleasure that will reward its perusal-
"e'rhme i1e'er was a sail upon Iife's stormn'y sea

Th el, u some were yet watcbing andi waking!1
here neyer came mist where the sunlight should be,
1But keep a bold prow, and the mist it is breaking

telieve n)teenvrwsbrontarir
That wide, hreneye ws bar sone thate rivoer

Bu ýda fair star for its guidance forever,
Sailing on, sailing on."

a" Canadian winter song:-

Thei OUt Witb the sleigh-robes, andi rein up the horses 1
"dntiî thme snow batter from hoof and ftomn heel I

0 tnand the toboggan, andi vie with tbe forces
it f Nature, in swiftness-no fear do we feel
th S1Ow-shoes, anti sledges, and skates, andi good nature-

%A5 1ile in tbe morning, a welcomne at nigbt,
Cvalue 'Ur winter, neeylvdfaue

'rhe h ono'ineeylveifaue
'gn noofFriendship, tbe prime of Delight."

ý m 8, ons of Williamx Wye Smith~. Toronto .Dudley &
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THE POLITICAL SCIENCE PROFESSORSHIP.

To thle Editors of THE VARSITY.

SzRS,-lt is gratifying to see the announcement made in your
columns that the University is to have at last a Professor of Politi-
cal Science. Vour remarks as to the necessity of the wisest dis-
cretion in the selection of the Professor are tirnely, and should
carry weigbt. Possible objections fromn two classes may be antici-
pated. The enemies of the University are numerous, and though
she is strong enough now tu make serions injury at their hands
impossible, the appointment of a Professor, identified in any way
with Canadian party politics, would cause renewed hostility.

But the second class of objections is more important. Students
at the University have, in nearly every case, strong sympathies
with orre or other of our political parties. Prejudice is often stronger
than reason, and it is only wise to estimate the effect prejudice
would have in lessening the usefulness of a partisan Professor.

The Canadian qualified to fill this chair, if resident in Canada,
would probably have identified bimself with one of the great par-
ties in view of the questions on wbicb tbey have been divided
during the last ten years. It seems inevitable, if a wise choice is
tgo be made, that either a Canadian residing out of the country
must be selected, or another land must give us the first Professor.
If Democracy is, as it ought to be, metropolitan, sucb a course,
under the present peculiar circumstances, would be approved of by
the public.

The authorities evidently expect to secure a man of parts, for, in
addition to Political Economy, Comparative Politics, History and
International Law in the Faculty of Arts, he is to have a share of
the work in the new Faculty of Law.

GEo. M. WRoNG.
Wycliffe -College.

MEDALS AND PRIZES.

7o the Editors 0/ THE~ VARSITV.

SiRs,-The following is a list of the medals and prizes to be
awarded in University College for the session 1887-8, wbïch 1 for-
ward to THE VARSITv at the direction of the President.

Vours truly,
H. H. LANGTON,

Registrar.

DEPARTMENT. PRIZE. DONOR.

Classics. Gold Medal. W. H. C. Kerr, M.A.
2rd Year, $io (Books). fProf. Hutton, M.A.
2nd Il $5 " and W. Dale, M.A.

Physics. Lansdowne Medal. The Governor-General.
3rd Vear, $io (Books). Prof. Loudon, M.A.

Mathematics. Silver Medal. Prof. Baker, M.A.
Modemn Languages. Silver Medal. The President.
English. 3rd & 4tb Vears, $25 (Books). F. Wyld, Esq,
French Prose. $15 (Books). Open Hon. Mr. justice

to ail Years. Falconbridge, M.A.

German.
Italian.

History. 3rd Year, $mo (Books). $ The President.
2ld "1 $10io

Natural Science. Silver Medal. W. B. McMurrich, M.A.
Chemistry. 4th Year, $15 (Books). Prof. Pike, M.A.
Biology.

MineralogY 3rd Year, $ido (Books)
and ci Prof. Cbapman, PIi.D.

Geoiogy. 211d " $
Mental andi Moral Science. Silver Medal. Graduates anti frientis.

3rd Year, $ 15 (Books). 4

Do. with Logic. 2nd Year, $ r5 (Books).


