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building, secured through the generouis co-operation of the Minister of Agri-culture, inispires the assurance that everything is being clone ta preserve these
Vahuable papers.

TIle work of collecting mnailuscripts bias l)ccI stea(lily l)tlrstiC(. The series
COnllnlce(1 by Dr. liryminer have becu rendered mare comiplete. Another
thouisand volumes augment the ïMilitary paper-s. The French Corresponderice
bas been increased by miore than one liunclred volumies. The State Papers ofthe Miaritime Provinces f rom 1802 to 1820 have been a(l(ld. Two new series
0f exceedingly valuiable documents hlave been establishied. Frolm the Gaver-liar-(;eiîeral's office were secuired thre hutndred and ten volumes of originalpal)ers, being the despatches froam the Colonial Office, London, ta the Governaris
oft Lower Canada and the Lieutenant Governiors of Upper Canada f roim 1791
ta 1841 and ta the Governors of Canada to 1867, as well as one litindred and
eigbtY volumes of mniscellaneous papers including correspondence withi theBlritish Emibassy at WXashington, piapers ofl Emiigratian, and draft letters frointhe Governars ta the Colonial Office. li adlditionl ta tliis, fromn tbe Depart-
iTlent of the Secretary of State have 1--en transferred over anc thousand vol-
Umnes of nianuiscript books including the letter books of the -Varions colonial
gavernors and the several provincial Registers. Ani acquisition, the value ofWhich is yet ta bc lcarned, is a, series of cigh,,It thousand volumes of original
Papers-yet but ta a slighit extent classified-but cantaining the Minutes ofCouncil, petitions ta Couincil, the records of land grants and varionus proclamn-
ations andl state papers. ["romi the P'rivy Counicil lias been secureci the conmîflete
series of Canadian State Books down ta the timie of Coinfedeiationi. Stili an-Other collectionî of infinite importance in illumunating Canadian history is coin-
Pos'ed of the variauis papers prcserved by meni promninently connected with thede2velaPmlent of aur country. l'his the Durham papers are a maost valtiablecontribution ta the history of the struggle for responsible goverumiient. Theletters of Sir Charles Bagat lyring uis into clase contact with the actual working
Out Of dte sebeme of IUnion. To these collections it is expected tbat a series offownshiend and Chatham papers will soan be added.

This brief review presents a faint idea of the extent of the work being doueil, the Canadian Archives. The papers hitre referred ta, comiprise over tbirteeni
tbousand- volumes of niantscript books. l-lere, surcly, is a minle af bistarical
wealth. Vet it is feared that but ta a sligbt clegree is thc work of the Archives
aPpreciat-ed hy the Canadian stiideiit ancl stili less is it knawn ta the Canadian
Public.

Tbis year ain important step was taken by the formation of the Histarical
Manuiscripts Commission of Canada. Its constitution combines the represen-
tation of the leading uniiversities witli that of the varions sections of tbe.
Dominion. Under the presidency of the Minister of Agricultur-e it is to, act as
an advisory b)oard on questions of policy ta be pursued in the Archives Depart-
nient. Its advice will be sought on miatters reîating ta tbe purebase and.preser-
vation 'of documents, ta their classification and publication, and to the general
administration of the department. The constitution Of such a board brin 'gs
Valuable assistance ta the Domntion' Archivist; it renders tbe department More


