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for the f un of the thing. And lastly, the Frencli Canadian is exclusively

needy. Other reasons will suggest themselves; but having regard to all

the circumstarices it is absurd on the part of the Englishi-speaking people

to, seek to perpetuate the existing state of things, in which they give

everything and receive nothing in return. On the strength of Confedera-

tion tlieuries and the supposed fusion of the two nationalities, the Do-

minion Govcrnment is gradually passing into the hands of the Frenchi,

and when they have attained supreme power they will exercise it after

the present fashion in the interests of the most retrogressive state on

this continent. Our party politicians are bidding-or perhaps we should

say out-biddingo-each other for French Canadian support, and it will

presently become a serious question for Ontario to answer how far she

is justified in carrying the dead weight imposed upon hier by being con-

nected with the Province of Quebec. Mr. Alonzo Wright, whose naine is

mentioned as a successor to the presenit occupant of Spenser Wood, is in

himself an exceedingly strong candidate, and, beyond ail comparison, the

most highly as well as the most generally esteerned political man in the

Province. If hie accepted the office at ail, it would be from a sense of public

duty, for, unlike many politicians, lie is no needy adventurer, seeking to

make ends meet, and not over scrupulous as to the methocis employed.

With the Frenchi Canadians of the Ottawa Valley no man stands hieher

than Alonzo Wright ; lie is the poor mnan's friend, ever ready to lend a

lielping hand to those who need help, and besides having a strong predilection

in favour of his Frenchi Canadian fellow-countrymen. In addition to his

other qualifications, Mr. Wright mnakes an admirable speech of the good old-

fashioned style, rich in playful humour, and abounding iu apt illustrations.

For the acridl passages of debate and the personalities which do so rnuch to

lower the. tone of our deliberative assemblies, Mr. Wright lias neyer evinced

the slightest liking, and, i n consequence of this, hie liolds a positivcly unique

position at Ottawa, being cqually csteemed by both political parties. If

anything could restore confidence in the present order of things, sucli an

appointrnent would unquestionably have that effect, and Sir John is

far too shrewd a politician not to appreciate its advantages fully; but

it is highly probable that even Sir John will find himself powerless to

resist thc deep.seated selfishncss and national antipathies of the French

Canadians of the Lower Province. They are sufficiently powerfuî now to

command the situation, and the fiat lias gone foitli that, so far as the

Province of Quebec is concerncd, Ilno Englisli need apply." If we wisbed

the present state of things perpetuated, we should like to see Mr. Wright

appointed. We tbink, however, that disruption is bound to coi-ne, and, in

the interests of the other Provinces, it le not desirable to contribute to its

delay. We have such a strong conviction iu the anti-English policy of the

Lowcr Canadians that we hve no liesitation in predicting that no bonafide

offer of the position wvill be made to Mr. Wright. Frenchi Canadian

politicians are too needy to be generous, too bigoted to be liberal.
OBSERVER.

CO RRESPONDENCE.

"DOMINION QUARÂNTINE REGULATIONS."

To the Editor of The Week:

SiR,-My attention bas been called to a paragraph in the Sanitary Journal, in
which the writer is good enough to speak of my article on IlDominion Quarantina
Itegulations " as very erroneous and mialeading. Now, assuming that the editor of the
Sanitaii journal attaches sorna valua to the words ho çrnploys, I ask him in a spirit
of f air play to point ont specifically the arrors ana misleading statemants contained in
my article. Ha wiII not, 1 arn sure, pretend to mistake my meauing, and enter upon
topies entirely outoida the article. I beg to assure the editor of the Sanitary Journal

that the article was not written to serve any political interest or party, and that I
made no accusation against the Minister of Agriculture-iu whose favour ha is so
anieus to break a lance. The Quarantine Begulations recently issued are a suffloient
refutation of the Sanitary Journal, but I cani promise the editor to make the answer
far more complote. Zealous friands are occasionally far more dangerous than enarnias
-vir 8apit qui pauca loquitur. THE WRITini OP TEE ARTICLE.

TiiE Philadeiphia Progre8s bias publislied, iu tlie forai of a supplement,
a long account of Mr, Edwin E. Booth's rerniniscences of men and things,
both North and South, during and just previous to the War.

WE do net suppose it will corne to anything, but one cannot help being
intcrestcd in a bill whici lias just been introdnced into the French Senate
for replacing the guillotine by prussie acid. Thc guillotine is probably
more expeditions than the gallows ; but according to M. Charton, thc
author of the bill, the head lives for a short space of time after its sever-
ence from the body, and in any case an execution in France is a very
ghastly spectacle. M. Charton does not bind himself to prussic acid, and
suggests the disclarge of a powerful electric battery as an alternative. It
ccrtainly is time that the resources of science were brouglit to beur on capi-
tal punishînent, and the French, if any people, with their Il accessibility to
ideas," ffiight show the way.

FA ME W SYNONYM.

Tutu wind made moan about the poet's homne,
And souglit to enter by ecd crevice gate,
As if the soul of brooding Melancholy
Had her affinities tlirough earth and air.

is head was bowed in abject sorrowing thouglit,
And this the wording of bis revery:

"The breath of faine is breath of scora:
Why deem it praise and blessing i

Was ever yet that poet born
Who lias not feit bis crown of thora

On bleeding temples pressingi

"When hearts of men are polished steel,
llow vain the gif t of numbers!1

For souls self-bound to Ixion's whcel,
No heiglit, no depth, no power to feel;

The lyre of Amphion slumbers

"So chil]ed are ail the flowers of song,
A grave above them closes.

What cbarm can sncb crushed petals show?
And yet some darling hope may glow

Beneath life's trampled roses."

Years fleetly passed. The crown hie wore
Grew brigyht wîthin the unart of thought,

For every cruel wound lie bore
Carne balrn, by tears too dearly bouglit.

The barp once swept vibrates again
Tlirougli widest rangie of joy or pain;
Heaven tanglit the strains that seek the sky,
Earth wrought the low antiphony;
And bis the poet's power to show
How fires neath Ilpolished steel " may glow,
And Ris the poet's soul to prove

That still no faume
Is worth the naine

Which is not synonyrn for Love. J--AI LVRSII1

Johinstown, N. Y.

GAMES AND GAMESTERS.

TuiosE grand old gamblers of the last century, John Law of Lauriston,
and Casarova, were shrewd arithmeticians, and whea they held a bank at
Aix, Paris, or Venice knew whiat they were about perfectly well. Publie
tables at watering-places appear to have grown out of the customn of dining
at an ordinary, after which the person who was prepared to make thc big-

gest bank deait at faro, then as popular in Europe as it afterwards became
in America. In Europe it died ont before the period of Crockfords, wberc
only bazard, roulette, and trente -et-quarante wvere played. It is said that
the farnous Lord Chesterfield of that period broke ail three banks in oaa
night, just as the too-notorious Lord de Ros cleaned out the German tables
in a successful tour. There is, bowcver, always a littie doubt about these
stories, for the tables go on, like the book-makers on the turf, whule noble-
mcn and gentlemen die beggared and in exile.

Popular games of cards separate tbemselves distinctly into classes.

There are the games la which a certain number is sought to be attained
by the colours, red and black, as at trente-et-quarante*; by the dealer and
the ,punters, as at ving-et-un, at quinzo, and at baccarat, now more in
vogue than ail the others put together. Another class of gamne is that la
which thc order of cards-coming ùp decides the battie. To this belongs
faro, Hlorace Walpole's favourite gaine, at whicb John Law, Casarova, and
other renowned advcnturers made immense surfs of moaey by keeping the
banks, and which lias long been the popular garubling game from New
York to San Francisco. Lansquenet is another gaine of this kind, and,
like faro, bias sornewliat of bazard about its structure. Poker, bluff, and
brag are verv distinct from these, mainly in being played, like whist, uap?
and loo, without a banker, and simple as round games. The tbree first are
also games depending not entirely on good cards, but on the skili, coolaces,
courage, and luck of the player ia betting heavily at the right moment.
A champion hand by no means insures large gains at poker, as a player
may hld four aces and yet be so unfortunate as to find nobody to bet
against hlm. Nearly ail games of hazard, as opposed to those of skill, wll
be bouad to corne under onô of these heads, as games depending onth
attaining or approaching of a certain number, or thc order of cards in the~
pack, or on thc luck and spirit of thc player lu betting or in "lstanding," as
at loo, (Horace Walpole's weakness), sometimes on a baud which lie would
reject at others.

In ail games played cither with a professionai or amateur banker, there
is a distinct advaatage to the banker, as the loyers of Monte Carlo cal,
establisli. It is said that there is no doubt about thc fairuess of the gaule
played at Monte Carlo. This may be. Lt is argued that the cyce of the
greatest scoundrels in Europe are bent upon thc dealers, and that is sufli-
dient to guarantee thc fairness of the game. I ar n ot at ail sure that this
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