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out, Thie railroad-route fromi Winnipeg to Port Nelson bas been sur-

veyed, and no serîous obstacles are said to exist ; but the railroad must be

contintied farther north to Fort Churchill, as Port Nelson is not a safe

harbour. The navigation of the west coast of Hudson Bay, particularly

for large vessels, is very difficuit on account of its shallowness, and the

construction of piers in Fort Churchill will he expensive and difficult on

accounit of the ice. The principal difficulty is the navigation of Hudson

Strait. Its eastern entrance is blocked by pack-ice until the middle of

July. A passage may sometimes be forced early in June by a slip well

strengtbened against the pressure of the ice, but navigation cannot be opened

until about the 1 Oth of July. About this time, ice is still whirling, around

in Ungava Bay, patches are found near Charles Island, and Fox Basin is

tilled with very beavy and dangerous masses of ice. We believe these formi

the principal obstacles to navigation. The liglit ice of Hudson Bay and

Hudson Strait will not formn serious obstacles late in the season ; but a

speil of northerly winds will invariably drive the beavy masses of Fox

Basin into the Strait, and a slip caugbt in this ice will be in an extremely

dangerous position. The flocs are small, and attain a thickness of from

twenty to thirty feet. This ice frequently blocks up the passages between

the islands at the western entrance of Hudson Strait, where it is kept in

rapid motion by strong currents. Log-books kept by wbalers show that it

is frequently found in Fludson Strait, in September. We should say that

the passage will neyer be safe, and that large freight-steamers, sucb as

wouid be required for this trade, cannot bc run longer than from the

middle of July to the first days of October. It is improbable that under

sncb cireuu>stamces a railroad to Fort Churchill and a linc to Hudson Bay

would pay. The shortness of the season and the dangerï of the ice are so

great that this line cannot attain a great commercial value."

REFERRiNG to the Hludson Bay route, Mr. W. A. Ashe, of the Observa-

tory, Qucbec, in a subsequent communication to Science says :The special

objection I would point out as to this route, apart fromn the ice-question,

is the difficulty of the passage itself :an unknown, an unlighted coast-line,

with very few harbours of refuge, or none at ail, and very littie room to

ride out a gale ; extreme deptlîs of water, one hundred fathoms being often

found riglit up to the shore, with generaily very foui holding ground where

tbe depths are more moderate. lu foui weatber, no sounding being pos-

sible that would be of value, a vesse] would receive no warning of bier

proximity to the coast until the information would be of littie or no avail.

Although fogs are of less frequent occurrence than off the Ncwfoundland

coast, where thme necessary conditions are most favourable, they are not in-

frequent during the season of navigation, Belle-Isle having an average of

1,600 hours f og during the year, as compared with 420 for the Strait dur-

ing the sarne period. On thie other hand, altbough the total amount of

precipitation in the Strait was not great, ramn or snow feul on an average

of a little more than every other day, with its attendant thick weather.

I n addition to and in connection witli these difficulties, wc must not forget

that the proximity of the Strait to the Magnetic Pole results in the hori-

zontal, or directive, force of the magnetic needle being so dimînished that

the common compass is perfectly useless: and even in the case of the

Thompson compass, disturbing elements on ship-board bave, in consequence,

their values sa increased (relatively) that sources of error nuight arise,

the effects of wbicb could not lie counted on during thick weather...

A fact well estabhished by these observations [the Governînent Expe-

dition, 1884-6] was tbat navigation was limited in these years to three

nîonths for the ordinary ocean-steamer ; and that for a claqs of steamer

specially constructed to withstand the laterai thrust of the ice, and to pusb

ber way amidst tbe outflowing arctic icr, four, or at înost five montiîs

would lie the liteit, depiending, on whether the season was a late or early

one. We mnust net, forget, however, that in the cariier days at least of

this route, before the telegraph and cahie will have reached these waters,

steamers will not attempt the passage at these earlicr dates, fearing an arrivai

off the moutb of the Strait and an inactive wait for a late season's opening,

sa tbat practically such an advantage would be lost, and two months and

a baif become the period over whicb a steamer could be certain of making,

an uninterrupted passage during any season. . . . That the people

of Manitoba are seemingly satisaied witb the feasibuhity of this route,

there can lie no doubt, if we may judge fromn the advance they

have made with the construction of the railway fromi Winnipeg to

Churchill; but, in face of the facts obtained from the observations made

in the Strait, one must conclude that the resources of Hudson Bay itself

and tbe country interveniflg are looked upon as reason sitflicient for tbe

construction, indcpendently of the value of tbe road as a connecting link

to the Hudson Bay route. In conclusion, althougb it would bie difficuit, to

say tbat, with tbe apphiances science is constantly developing to meet par-
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ticular cases of dificulty, the navigation of Hudson Strait will not be pos-

sible for five or six months when the necessîty arises, we cannot but con-

clude that with the means at our disposai to-day, the navigation of Hud-

son Strait is possible for sucli a limited period, and under such serious dis-

advantages, that as a developnient of the IlNew Route from England to

Eastern Asia " we need flot consider it as an immediate probability.

CANADA.

Tiiou heir of victory ! through whose life-ducts run
The vintage sap of virtue and renown-
Unwithering mnyrtie twine thy starry crown,
Which thou through stress by constancy hast won
Thy strength is waxing westward like the sun;
Thy heart-sweet maple burgeons more and more;
Thou hast become of age ! Wide swings the door
0f empire ! Thy inheritance bas begun.

Yet thou hast dangers too, -the sordid lied
0f faction skulks beliind thy sluggish mnight.
Arise, thon slurnberer ! flash thy torch's light
Strike dead corruption for the commonweal
Wise-minded, royal-hcarted, thewed like steel,
Stand tiri, thou proud young paladin, for thy right.

C. L. BETTS.

ENGLISI INFLUENCE ON CANA DIAN THIOUGIIT.

IN TuF XVEEK of July 7 there appeared an article of some length onl

"lAmerican Influence on Canadian Thoughr,," prompted, 1 presume, by
more or less direct or indirect association with the American iRepublic.
The writcr states that IlThere is a wide difference, though coînparativdlY
few years span it, between a colonial and a Canadian, anid we may not
unnaturally look for a ccrresponding difference in their productions. The
înost, obvious of these is perhapq theý great nuinher of Arnerican books and

magazines that Eind ready readers hereý," nainely, in Toronto. Further on the
writer says :"I Any bookseller in the city will tell us that for one reader

of Blackînore or Meredith, bie finds ten cf Howells or James ; any book-

reviewer will testify to the largely American sources f rom whîicli the volumes
of his praise or objurgation corne; any newsdealer will give us startiing
facts as to the comparative circulation of the American and English
magazines, and if he be a Toronto newsdealer, may add a significant word

or two about the large sale in this city of the Buffalo Sunday Express-
In conclusion the writer adds: The market for Canadiani literary wares

of ail sorts is self-evidently New York, where the intellectual life of the
continent is rapidly ccntralising." If these facts are truc, and I conclude
they are not advanced so positively without due enquiry and invesiain

tbey are m-ich to be re<grettedar mntbead are deplorable, indi'
cabgaCnda preference for what is obviously inferior, though goûd

of its kind, over which it is better to draw a veil than to tear it aside. 1h'
the op)ening clause of the writer's assertion, I take "lColonial " to repre-

sent the pilgrim fathers of Canada, and "lCanadian," the scions of that
hardy race; those born, bred, and reared in the Dominion, who should be

instinct witb some of that patriotie sentiment breathcd forth so ably by Mr'
Howland, in his late cloquent speech. If there is anything, in hereditY, "0
science teaches us, a Canadian, apart from the associations of bis birth,
should have largely absorbed those traditional influences of his parents
which it takes many generations to obliterate, and which become the
natural heir-looms of a transpianted nation. It seems to me that th'
French-Canadians set us a good example in tic strength of their al'

giance to the hules of France. C
5Whent sucli a large majority of the American nation in that New York

referred to, so openly worship the British Lion, what docs it indicatel
Anglomania, bowever it iuay be ridiculed by th,- middle classes of tle
I{epîiblic is one of the most salient features of timat metropolis. '14
ambition of the scores of millionaires who, according to Mr. Wiulafl
flourisb there mnore luxuriously than in any other known spot uponIth
globe (flot including San Francisco), is to possess English horses, dogO,
carniages, harness, servants, habits and customs. No one who is at all Withî11
the circle of that wealthy aristocracy, Ilthe centre of the intellectua' if
of the continîent " (which, by the way, I should locate at Boston), can a
to be irîîpressed witb the fashîionablcncss of the British clement, fr00'
natural made groom, to a tailor-made gewn. As to Boston, it is 80 or,

ously English, even in speech, that it is net an uncoînmon thing to mni'take
a Bostonian for an Englishman-a inistake which is roost keenlV aPP
ciated, as I bave personally experienced. Now what does this worshî
the British Lion by the American Eagle indicate 1We Canadian s, AIC
ationists, Commercial Unionists, Nationalists, are all equaly willing hoe

to acknowledge that our cousins across the line are a very bright peoPle! ',
very clever people, a very "lsmart" people, and that their judgmelt, is qui
and keen. When they so plainly demonstrate their admiration and a.r
ciation for any particular style, fashion or nationality, 1 conclud7 tiOm
infer that the article receiving the seal of their approbation by its dPto
is an evidence of its bein" the best of its kind. Now, that the vat'"
consequently the most trave]led, and naturally the best informed W2enf
bers of New York society, and the exceptionally educated'Dn 1
Boston society, have stamped England and things English with this "e"'


