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Rev. Father Drummond

REPLIES
To Ven. Archdeacon Fortin’s
Remarks on his First Sermon

ON HOLY SCRIPTURE.
Conlinued  from last week.

ForTIN @ If the wordof GGod is obscure how
isit alight and a lamp? Si. Peter says that
the word of God is a light that shineth in a
dark place.

Drumsoxo ; If electricity,when nsed in
a certain way and properly connected
with good lamps, gives light, how ig it
that the incaudescent lamps in this
building all weatout this evening a quar-
ter of an hour before the service? Because
there wag something wrong in the ma-
chinery. So is it with the word of God :

even the most difficalt pissages “in the
entire canon” are light-ziving in them-

selves, but many do norsee that light,
because they are either uanlearnent o
anstable, that is, because they have not
been tauzht to keep up the traditional
eonnection with that divine light.

FortTiN : The Bible is so plain that the
SBaviour in a burst of joyous enthustasm ex-
cluims: I thank thee O Father, beeaose
thou has hed these things from the wise and
prudeul and reveated them unto babes™(Matt,
XI. 2%,

Droyvoxp ¢ This text is guoted by the
Archdeacon as a proof that the Binsle is
very plain. Therefore, according to his
view, the wor.is “these things” must be
the Scriptures. Let ussee ifthat is the
case, in other words, let us again look at
the context. The words occur near the
end of the eleventh chapter of St.Mutthew
Just after Our Lord has been upbralding
Choraziu, Bsthsaida and Capernaum for
their unrepentance in spite of the mi-
racles worked there. The parallel pais
sageia the tenth chiapter or St.Luke (v.21;
eccurs also directly afier he hus admon-
ished the seventy-two disciples to ba
humble and to rejoice not that they work
miracles by casting ont devils, but that
their names are written in heaven. “Ip
that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit’—]
sontinue to quote from the Authorized
Versioa, the Catholic Bible here reads
“rejoice | in the Holy Ghost”—“and said,
1 thank thee, O FFather, Lord of heaven
anid earth, that tuon hast hid these
thiugs from the wise and prudent, aud
hast revealed them unto bab2s.”  Quce
more, what are lhese things of which the
Baviour speaks? Certainly not the Scrip-
tures; there is nos a single word about
Bible reading in the whole chapter. N,
it ig clear tuat what Our Lorl refers to
i8 the gospel he is preaching an{ espe-
eially the way his hearers can ensare
their havingtaeir names written in heav-
en, “Thess things” meaus all the truths
necessary for salvation; but the words
have not the rewmnotest reference to the
plainness or obscurity of thie Bible. All the
fraths of the GospzlotJesus Christ have
alwaysbeen taught especially by word
of mouth by truly Christian preachers.
And they have hzen revealed more par-
ticularly“anto the babes” of the Catholic
Church, that is, unto simple folk who do
not pretend to unierstand the most
difficult books “in the entire canon,”

FoRTIN ; Clearly thosc here maant are the
wise and prudent in the things of this worid»
those who lean on their own understandings
and apply secular methods to the study of
®ivine things. Human wisdom is little ac-
eounted of in this realm.

DrumMoxD : Yet it seems that the
Archdeacon, towards the end of his ser-
mon,contradicts the gtatement just made
“that human wisdom is little accounted
of in this realm ;> for Le maintains that
the Bible “makes statesmen, philoso-
phers, critics ; it i3 the bLest basiness
book n the worll, it 18 the corner stone
of the empire.,” Just think of it! COri-
tics, business men, statesmen, philosoc-
phers | Sureiy, all such persons, espe-
cially the critics, make much account of
human wisdomn.

The fact is, human wisdom is one of
God's hest natural gifts, and should
therefore be reverently applied to the
8tudy of divine things. I hold with S,
Tyunatiug that in all supernatural pur-
siuts, such as undoubtedly ought to be
the study of the Bible, we should vse all
nataral helps us if the issue depended
upon them, and at the same time rely
upon divine grace with the full persua-
sion that success will come therefroa,
This is merely an expanding of the well
known proverb, “Help thysell and God
will help thee.”

jof the priests.

FORTIN : S metimes men say it 12 a erime
to place the Seripture in the hands of fools
and dunces,

Druvysoxn : What I did say was that
the Church has to» mnch reverence for
the Bible to make a jest of it by flinging
the interpretation of it to the enriosity
and impertinence of any and every fool,

ForminN: Tt is to be observed that God’s es-
timate ora fool is ditferent from that of man.

We read “the wisdom of this world is foolish-
ness with Geod™” (L Cor TLL 19) and that “by
wisdom the world kKnew not God” (1 Cor. 1.
21). Men may be learned in worldly things
and yet be very ignorant of God’s lore, aud
on the other hand a simple nian in the eyes
of the world, beinge instru -ted by the spivit,
may be mighty in the seriptures. Voltaire
was, and many another intellee‘ual giant
has been a foor in the things of God; and
when Peter sail that the ignorant and un-
stable wrest the seriptures to their own per-
dltion, depend upon it he was speaking of
the spirittally iznorant and unstable,

Druyyoxp : Precisely so, and similar-
ly, when I spoke of fools I meant, as any
simpleton could see, the fools of the
worlki, the spiritually foolish, and not
that sublime folly of the cross of which
8t, Paul ig gpeaking thronghout the two
chapters from which the Ven, Archdea-
con’s texts are taken. A man endued
with that wisdomn of the Holy Ghost
which i foolishness to the natural man
can be tragted to read even the most ob-
geure nassages of Holy Writ with great
profit to his soul.

Bat, although the Archdeacon has
proved—what Catholic preachers say all
over the world —that “the wisdoin of the
world is foolishness wito God,” he has
not attempted to prove that the foolish-
ness of the world is wisdom with God,
and until he does se, hig remarks bear no
relevancy to my remark about flinging
the Bible to men who are naturally fools,
“A simple man in the eyes ot the world”
may be a person of sound bat uncultiva-
ted mind and such a one is certainly in
nosense a fool.

ForTIN : [t was a mistaketo imagine that
the common people cannot protitably study
Lye seriptures.  In this regard experience
was the best guide and to point to lands of
the open Bible was to show lands of progress
and development, lands where there was a
general upward movement both in material
and spiritual thiogs. In a bible land con-
science finds its wings, it i8 no longer in an-
other man’s keeping. Oa the other hand, to
see stagnatlon,ignorance, vice and general
moral deerepitude, look to those countries
where the Bible is unknown,such as Mexico,
South America, Spain, Italy, Austria.

DruyMOND : Asno Catholic ever ex-
pressed the opinion that the common
people cannot profitably study the scrip
tures, this mistaken notion cannot be
fathered on us. At the beginning of many
editions of the Douay Bible there appears
a letter from Pope Piug the Sixth, to the
then Archbishop of Florence, who had
transiated the Holy Bibleinto Italian.In
this letter, written almost one hundred
and twenty years ago, His Holiness says:
“Pue Holy Scriptures are the most abun-
dant sources which ought to be left open
to every one, to draw from thein purity
of murals and of doctrine, and to eradi-
cate the errors which are so widely dis-
seminated in these corrupt times.” Evi-
deutly the Pope not only thinks that the
common people can protitably stady the
scriptures, but actually exhorig them  to
do so.

“In a Bible land conscience finds its
winzs, it i8 no longer in auother man’s
keeping.” Clearly, this is intended to
imply that in Catholic countries the con-
science of the laity is in the keeping
If this means that the
conscience of the lai.y is continually
kept enlightened by those who
watch and must give acconnt for
their souls (Heb. XIII. 27), the assertion
ig true; but if it nzeans that in Catholic
countries couscience has no wings with
which to fly to Gol, it is manifestly false,
since there are no more conscientions
and God-fearing people in the world than
pious Catholics. Oathe other hand, in
what the Ven. Archdeacon calls Bible
lands conscience often has wings to fly
to the destruction of the owner of those
wings.

Buat, really, there is no Christian land
where the Bible is unkunown, and thus
the Archdeacon's contrast between Bi-
ble lands and lands withoat the Bible is
baseless. He is ailuding, as is plain, to
Cathelic countries, where he imagimes
the Bible is unknown. In this he is
strangely misiaken. I maintain and
will presently prove that the Bibleis far
better known in all Catholic countries
than in any Protestant country.

Of course lay Protestants far surpass
lay Catholics in their knowledge of the

externals of thie Holy Book. They often-
er read it from cover to cover. Frequent-
ly they can give you pieces of recondite
information about it. I remember 4 min-
ister of the New York Dateh Reformed
Church, with whom I once travelled,
catehing me with this rid le: *If Solomon
was the son of David and Joab was the
sonot Z:ruiah, what rveluiou was Zar-
wiali to Joub?" I mnaturally answered
that Zaraiah i3 the name of Joab's fath-
er, and I was told | wag wrong, hecause
Zoaruiah is the name of Joab’s mother,
this being the only instance in which a
mar is kuowa in Scriptare by his moth-
er's namme. [ confers that T never ascer-
tained and do not know to this day if
thig information he or be not correct.
What in the world have sueh  trifies to
do with really knowing the Holy DBook?

What, then, is the standarl by which
we are wont to measure a person’s know-
ledge of 4 book or an author? 1 should
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})f the Bible is systematic, All it teach-
g8 are grouped about the central truth
of the Incarnation of the Son ot Gol.
Sunday  after Sunday they hear their
pastors deveioping with the Seriptural
proofs the Gospel sayings and doings ot
the Saviour of the worl] or the doctrinal
and moral lessons of the Epistles, Thas
the most imporiant and really fauad-
amental texts of the Oli and New Tes-
tament become part and parcel of their
religious life.  They are thoroughly
familiar not only with the letter but
ahoveall with the spirit and full practicai
import of such texis as the following : #1
will put enmities between thes and the
woman, and thy geed and her seel: shoe
ghalt crush thy newl and thoa st lie
in wait for her hael” (Gan. IIL 15) “the
sceptre shall not be tuken awiy from
Juda, nor a ruler fry u his thigh, till be
come that is to be sent, and he shall be
the expoctation of nations” (Gan, XLIX

answer briefly that lie may be waid
thoroushly to kunow a great writer who
knows and is deeply penetrated with Lis
leading thonghts, with the finest pass-
ages in his greatest masterpieces. These
passages are few eveu in toe case of the
inost prolitic writers, To have read them
over and over again isa mneh surer way
of gragping the au*bor’s mind than to
read every single line that Le has
written.

Take Shakespeare, for instance. Some
hookworms are wonderfuily well versed
in the technicalities of that immortal
poet. They can explain offhand all hisg
archaie expressions, they know all the
different readings of uncertain texts, they
iiave read every line that bears Shake-
speare’s name ; but they have never
fathomed his great thoughts. Such men
cannot be said to really know Shake-
speare. All they know is the outside,the
adjuncts of a genius; his mind they have
never gragped,

On the contrar; ; let an intelligent man
listen to a few of Shakespeare’s greatest
plays as interpreted by first-rate actors
like Sir Henry Irving, let him drink in
all the world-wile sympathy, all the
practical philosopby, all the startling
apothegms, all the wondrons mmusic and
imagery of the matchless thinker and
poet. Such a hearer muy truly be said to
know Shakespeare very well, although
he may never have opened a volume of
his works, although the very names of
“Timon of Athiens” and “Titus Androni-
cus” may be unknown to him,

This is the principle on which [ main-
tain, not only that the Bible is not un-
known among Catholics, but that, as a
general rule, Catholics, are far better
acquainted with the Bible than Protes-
tants are. After all, though every word
of the Holy Scripture may conduce to
edification,yet the Bible resembles other
books in this that there are in it a compa-
ratively small number of cardinal truths
upon which aill the rest hinge ; and it is
precisely these cardinal Biblical truths
which Catholies lay bold of much more
firmly than Protestants do.

To refer once more to the comparison
with Shakespearean masterpieces,just as
he who thoroughly appreciates the may-
vellous perfection of one single passage
such ag Mark Antony’s address to the
Romans over the head body of Caesar
has a deeper knowledye of the author of
that passage than the mere omnivorous
critic can ever have, 80 the Catholic who
is filled with the spirit of the Sermon on
the Mount has a deeper, wider, truer
knowledge of the Bible than the average
Protestant Bible reader who diligently
peruses the sacred volume hyt without
any real grasp of its fundamental prin-
ciples.

In the specimens of Bible readings
which we read periodically in some of
the secular newspapers, it jg a note-
worthy circumstance that the Sinday
schion] selections are 8o made ag to de-
liberately avoid those classic texis which
contain the Messianic prophecies or the
dogmatic teachings ofthe New Testament.
Nor can it be otherwise. Ag these selec-
tions are meant for the general Profestant
public, among whom do2trinal divergen-
ees are so common, it becomes a malter
of policy to dwell on comparatively un-
practical texts, so that the reader’s pre-
conceived notions may be left undisturb-
ed. Thus the public is treated to the
mere surface ornaments of Holy Writ,

10y “thie Lord hath sworn,and he will not
repent: Thoun art a priest for ever accord
ing to the order of Mealctusedech (8. cix
or ex. 4); “beliold a virgin shall conceive
and bear a son, anid hig name shall be
called Emmanuel”(Isa.vii 14);%for a child
is born to us, and a sonis given to usg,
and the yoverament is upra his shouller
and his namez shall be callel Won terful,
Couunsellor, God, the Mizaty, the Favher
of the worl i to come, the Prince of peace”
(Isa. XL 6); “and after gixty-two weeks
Christ shiall be slain” (D va IXL 26); “and
thou, Bethilohem Ephrate, art a licile oae
amony the tho wsandsof Jula ; out of thes
shall He come forth uato me tias is 4o
be the raler in Israel” (Micheas, v, 2)
“beliold, from hence'orth all ganeratious
shall call me blessed” (Luke I 48);** Jogepn,
son of David, fear not to take unio thae
Mary thy wife:for that which is conceived
in her is of the Holy Guost; and s
shall bring forth ason anti thoa shal.
vall his name Jesas: for he shall save
hig people from their sins™ (e {20
21); “and she brought forth her Srst born
son, «snd wrapped hima up in swaddling
cloibes, and laid bLon in a manger,
because there was uoroon for them in
the nn” (Laike I[ 7j; “not in breai
aone do b wnan live, bt in every wori
that proceadeth from tha mousin of God”’
[Mate, LV, 4); “if thou wilt be parfact, o,
sell what thou hast, anl give to the poor,
and thou shalt have treasuce in heaven ;
and come, follow me” (Mats, NXIX. 21);
I‘Amen, I say to yon, whatsosver you
shall bind upon earth, shall ba bound
also in heaven; and whatsoever you
shall loose upon earth, shall bs
oosed algo in hsaven, (Mtt. XVIIL1s),
“and Isay tothee thit thon art Peter,
and upon this rock I will build my
cbiarch, and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it;and I will give to
thee the keys of the kingdom of Leaven,
and whatsoever thou shalt bind upon
earth, it shall be boud also in heaven,
and whatsoever thou shalt loose 01 earth,
it shall be loosed also in heavan’’ (Matt.
XVI18,19;;“the Lord said Simo.y, Simon,
behold Satan hath desired to have yon
that he may sift yoa as whsat ; but I
bave prayed for thee that thy faith fail
not; and thou, being once converted,
confirm thy brethren” Luke, X XII. 31
32); “feed my lambs . .. feed my sheeyp”’
(Jobn, XXL 15,17}; “when Jesus there-
fore had seen his mothier and the discipls
standing, whom he loved, he saith to
his mother: Woman, hehold thy son;
after that he saith to ths dis-iple: Behold

4

(thy mother” (John XIX. 26, 27); “This

i8 my bo.ly which shall be delivered for
you; this is my blood of the New Tes-
ament whica 813l be su«l for many
unto remission of sins” (1 Cor. XL 24;
Matt. XX VI 23); “whoso sias yon shall
forgive, they ars forgivea them; and
whose sing youa shuall retain, they are
retained” (John, XX, 23); “so faith also,
if it have not works, is dealin itself”
(James, 11. 17).

The foregoing are a few of the ciassi-
cal texts that Cathiolics are, 80 to speak,
fed upon from week to week. Tou realize
their obvious meaning is to realize the
whole schieme of Redemption and at the
same time the scriptural basis of the
Catholic Church.

T trast T may be allowed liere to in-
stance my own experience, which is not
by any means an exceptional one amony
Catbolies.  As far as I can ascertain, 1
am not aware that any of my ancestors

while its vital essence is carefully es-
chewed.

on the paternal or maternal side were

! Protestants ; hence my Scripture train-

Not so with Catholics. 'l‘heirknowledgeling is not due to Protestant influnence.

Bronght up at my grandmother’s knee.

I remember how ghe always had within
easy reach her folio edition in two vo-
nmes of the Rheims and Douay Bible
which she had brought with her from
Coleraine in the north of Ireland, and
how she used to read 1t every day and
many times a day, regiling us children
with the heautiful stories anl teachings
of Holy Writ and iuspiring us with the
greatest reverence and inve for the world
of God. and for the Catholic Cnurch as
the only safe axpounder of that writtern
worl. Later v, when I went to college,
I was advised by my Catholic professors
to make a practice of reading the New
Testament, and ag mnueh as ten years
before I hecame 3 priest, my director,
who wag an Lialian, urged ma to read
the Bible first from becinning to end so
as fo have persona) knowledge of its
eoutents, and afterwards to real each:
book wiih the help of a goml cominenta-
ry. This was my experience as a lay-
man,

Then,if we go onto consider theregular-
ity and completeness with which every
Catholic priest is obliged to read the Holy
Seriptures daily, we shall see that Bible
reading i8 more systematically practig-
ed among Catholics than among Protes-
tants. For even among the latter, does it
not often hLappen that the lealer of a
Bible class is the only one in that class
who reads the Scriptures with some at-
temipt at metiiod and ragalarity?  Well,
each Catholic priest is far more at home-
with the Scriptures than any Protestant
Bible reader : for each priest is obliged

under pain of mortal sin to read his
breviary during about one honr every
day. Now the breviary is chiefly made
up of selections from the Bible, and these
selections are so arranged that the whole
of the Bible is read in one year. Jnst at
this time, for example, all Catholic
priests are reading the prophet Isaial.
Hence 1t i3 that priests have the classical
texts of the Bible ever on their tongues
and hand them on in sermon and fami-
liar talk to those of the faithful who
have not thie time to make a special
sta-ly of Scripture,

Consequently it is not traue, as the
Ven. Archdeacon says, that the Bihle
18 unknows in Mexico, South America,
Spain, Italy, Austria. The facts are ex-
actly the othier way. The true gpirit and
es3ence,nay even the very words of the
nost imporiant texts of the Bible, are
better known in each and all of the
countries mentioned thanin any Protes-
tant community.

The Ven. Archdeacon asserts that the
above- named countries are the homes of
stagnation, ignorance, vice and general
moral de.repitu ie,which he attributes to
their ignovance of the Bible. As 1 have
Just shown thiat they are far from ignor-
antof the llible, his entire contention
drops out of sight and, strictly speaking,
I might pass over in silence his slanders
against thege countries, I prefer, how-
ever, for the sake of leayving none of his
affirmatious disproved, to say a word
anent these Catholie countries.

And first of all let me register a point-
blank negative. Mexico, South America,
Spain, Italy and Austria are not more
stagnant, ignorant, vicious and morally
decrepit than Bible-boasting lands, such
as, to quote striking instances, Great
Britain and the United States.In making
thig counter-assertion I am speaking of
all these countries taken as a wliole, No
ecountry can be said to Le moving up-
ward even materially, and still less
spiritaally, in which a large portiop of
the population are sunk in extreme want
of the necessities of body and soul. Now
this extreme want for soul and body is,
to say the least, as great among the
poorer classes of Great Britain and the
United States ag among the same classes
in Mexico, South America, Spain and
Austria, Ttaly 1 omit from this coms-
parison, because its present deplorable
financial status is due to anti-Catholic
infllnences, and can in no way be attri-
buted to the religion of its people, I
wight go farther and aflirm that there
is far more contentment among the
masges in the Catholic countries men-
tioned than inthe Protestant ones, the
intensely Catholic Tyrol, for instance,
being one of the most virtuous and pros-
perous couitries in the world; but for
tue purpose of our present argument it
is enough to say that the former have
nothing to envy the latter in the line of
stagnation, igunorance, vice and moral

Continued on page 3,




