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'the first place, and that ber supremacy is even now maintained, flot alon,
by natural, but also by artificial aids, which being artificial and of man'
creation may be both copied and counteracted by rivais in commercia
ambition. At the beginning of the last Century the British duties on foreigi
iron were from f2 to ;C2 ios. per ton ; and in the present Century they weri
,as follows at the dates named :-In 1803, ;64 4s. 4' 2,d. ; 1804, f4 17s. id,
1805, £5 6s. cd. ; i8o6, f5 7s. 534 d. ; 1809, f5 9s. iod. ; 1813, f6 95
iod. ; i819, f6 ias. od. if imported in British vessels, or f7 r8s. 6d. if ir
foreign vessels; smail sizes of hammered iran, fC20 per ton ; hoop iran, fc2,
15s. per tan. The high duties of i8i9 contintied in force uintil 1825, abou
whicb time the home manufacture having been firmly establishied, and foreigi
rivalry crushed ont, Huskisson and bis friends, the precursars of Cobden, begar
ta talk Free Trade, and ta invite the world to join in. England's iron manu
facture was nîost indubitably established through Protection ; aye, tbrougl
Protection carried ta the length of prohibition. It wilI flot do ta say that th(
high duities above quoted had their arigin in the wvars against Napoleon, foi
observe they were continued for ten years after the peace, and thien oniy
,gradually reduced diiring the ten or fifteen years foilowing 1825. If ive, beinb
a young nation, try Patection as a means of establishing the iran industry, ir.
Canada, have we nat a gaad patriotic English precedent ta cite in aur favour?

But nat alone in virtuie of Custom- *House Protection, either i)ast or present,
do natians that have the start manage ta keep it, requining on the part ai
yaunger natians defensive measures in order ta redress the balance. Again,
]et us came ta concrete instances ; the fact is flot ta be conceaied, that wbal
,Canadian manufactures have most ta dread is the caripetition of aur nearest
neighbour-our aniy actual neighbour, we niay say-an one band, and af oui
,best friend in the world, across the Atlantic, on the other. Bath have the
advantage of us, flot s0 much in actual cheapness af manufacture, at least in
,those lines in which we have made a respectable advance as in commercial
facilities and trade connections. Again and again in aur experience has it been
proved that mcreiy ta be able ta praduce a certain article as cheaply as in Eng-
land or the States is not by itseif sufficient ta assure success. With their larger
,capital and more extensive trade cannections, aur aider rivaIs step in, and use
artificial, and, as I may weil add, predatory ineans ta crush aut the new comn-
petitian. Now, as I have repeatediy admitted in these papers, we cannot alter
the course af Nature, nar do we seek ta acclimatize in Canada the sugar-cane
or the catton-plant. But it is within aur pawer, by ivise legisiation and admin-
istration together, ta build up for ourselves conditions of commercial equaiity
witb aur rivais, or something appraaching thereta. Natural advantages we
cannat create, but thase of an ai tificial ar mereiy cammercial character can be

-develaped by bringing the powerful engine of government ta the aid of ener-
getic and ambitious individual hands. It is a balance af artificiai advantages
chiefly which Protection in Canada is intended ta redress. And uniess this
art ificially-created balance agczinst us be retained, we have no fair start
in the race. Under thiese circumstances, the Free Traders' plea of Illet
alane " (laissez faire) is really absurd, and cannat in justice ta aurseives be
admitted. I ask Have Fngiand and the United States Illet alone"' in time
past ? or do they "let alone " even naw ? I refer here, be it remembered, nat
at aIl ta Protectian, but ta quite other extra and adventitiaus means, by whicb
the natian's cammercial interests are sustained as against thase af ber rivais.
But I have already exceeded the usuai limit of space, and must take anather
*oppartunity of shawing wliat these other mneans reaiiy are, and what we must do
.to give aurselves even tlic barest af fair play, and na more. Argus.

LEGALITY 0F ORANGE SOCIETIES.

The Montreal Daily T'Vitness of the 9th instant gives same extracts from
the Il Memoirs of Sir Rabert Peel " tending ta shaw, that in the apinian af
Lard Plinkett, Lard Chief Baron Jay, and the Law Officers of the Crawn,
Orange processions are nat illegal at Comman Law; and that the law in regard
ta tbem bas nat since been disputed until questioned by the faur Il Montreal
Queen's Cauinsel," and by the Counsel for the defendant in the case of Grant
versus Beaudry. In culiing the extracts the Witness bas been disingenuious by
withbalding Lard Plunkett's written opinion upon the subject.

Adnîitting, for the sake of argument, the validity of Orange processions,
their utiiity and expediency may be questioned, and sa may the prudential
mecessity of IlOrangeism " be doubted and disputed, as the oath administered
ta an Orangeman only binds him ta support, by lawful means, the Protestant
ascendancy and the government af Her Majesty, Victoria, and neyer ta join
witb Il United Irisbmen." Orange Societies are not required in this country
wbere Protestants and Roman Catbolics have for so many years worked
harmoniausiy tagether in the support of certain individuals, in wbom they have
jointly confided, as respansible advisers af the Crown; individuais wbo, in
combination as Protestants and Catbaiics, bave always introduced measures,
in their belief, suited to the interests of ail the various classes of their fellow
subjects, tbougb tbeir policy may change its aspect, varying its colours accord-
ing ta the vicissitude af human affairs.

There may be, probabiy, a greater exuberance of loyalty in Orangemen
than in men of other associations, but there is not, in beart, a greater devotion
ta the Crown or an intenser love af aur cammon country ta be found among
'the Brotberbood than tbat evinced by the generality of the people of Canada.
There is, as far as my observation and experience have taugbt me, fia hostile,

-no irritable feeling, no animosities-the relics of former antagonisms-.between
s Protestants and Catholics in this country in their social and paiiticai relations.
J Eacb bave their share in the Municipal. Provincial, and Federal goverfiments,
1 and in tbe administration of justice. The laws are freeiy, equally and equitably
cdispensed ta all of every class, sect, and conditian.

If the private rights of individuals are universally respected and an appor-
tunity is given ta every one interested ta protect bis peculiar rigbts, if ail civil

i disabilities are remaved, and there is fia pre-eminence of any religion in
;Canada, wbat passible use is there for such an institution as IlOrangeism "?

t Protestant ascendancy ought nat ta be either insisted an or struggled for here,
i where ail possess equai righits; and there can be no reason wvby any particular
i persans, bound by secret oatbs, should be presumed ta passess more than any
- others a greater loyaity ta the Tbrone, or a mental superiority, or a larger
i sagacity and integrity, or a peculiar adaptabiiity for the civil conduct and

-religious gaverfiment of a people wba arc bicssed witb the free and liberal
7institutions we bave the privilege ta erijoy; neither is tbere any reason why any
particular ciass should be aliowed ta usurp a dictation and warrant in matters
of doctrine, divinity, and worsbip wvhich are repuguant ta others, and sbould
endeavour ta farce its opinions upon men of oppasite thought, treating them as
thougb they had a weakness of understanding, fargetting, tbemselves, tbat it is
a weakness ta which minds of every class bave been for ages liable, and a

*weakness from w'bich the dictatars are not exempt.
* Without being an admirer of the officiai conduct of ex-Mayor Beaudry, or

*an apologist for bis abstinate refusai ta listen ta tbe whoiesame advice given
himi in the matter of the intended Orange Procession an the 12th of JulY, 1878,
and without being a partizan, like the Witness, 1 wisb ta give same of the
opinions and sentiments regarding Orange Processions and Orange Societies
uttered by Sir Rabert Peel in the House of Commons, prior and subsequent ta
the passing of the Cathalic Emancipation Bill in 1829, in order that tbey may
be syncbranically circiîlated, thraugb the medium of the SPECTA-rOR, witb the
Weekly Witness, Ilcontaining a full account af tbe Orange Trial."

Again, witbout wisbing ta offend, or ta utter ane word of disrespect for
thase wha differ from me in religion, I cannot but think that some extreme
Catbolics are too prone ta canstrue every act of political exultation into an
insuit directed ta theniselves, and that they let the sight of an orange lily an
the 12tb of Juiy praduce upon them the saine effect wbicb the mention of a
Catbalic concession produced upon George the Third, who was kind hearted
and benevolent upon other subjeýts ; wbereas, if these extremists took fia natice
of the flawer, the Orange Societies in Canada would, in all prabability, starve
and die of tbemselves for want of Faction.

I shail naw present in their order of time the utterances af Sir Robert Peel
in Parliament, and tlieir nature. First, the inadvisabiiity af Orange Sacieties;
secandiy, that Orangemen aughit ta be excluded from public offices; tbirdly,
that Orange Societies aught ta be suppressed ; faurtbiy, tbat secret sacieties
ougbt ta be aitogether suppressed.

March 5, 1.823 Orange Societies. Mr. Abercromby's motion.
IWere 1 a gentleman of Ireland, 1 would use ail the influience of my station ta induce

the Orangemien ta desist from any of thuse practices which are considered su abjectionable
by thieir Catholic countrymen. 1 might appeal to then an grounds of policy; but I would
choose higher grounds. On motives of policy 1 would say ta them, You are a smali party,
and it cannat be svise ta irritate a body af men su greatly superior in point af numbers. But
1 would appeal ta their better feelings. I wuuld say ta them, These processians, toasts, and
other manifestations of your opinion cannut bie supposed by any modei ate man ta bie cuntrary
ta law ; but they are of nu use; they give uffence ta many who have nut deserved injury;
they wound the feelings cf nsany respectable persans ; you uughit therefore ta dispense with
them, however harmless tbey may bie in the view of the law."

February 22, 1825. Unlawful Societies (Ireland) Bill. Committee.
" But it is said, ' Suppose a persan slluul1 he pruved ta belang ta an Orange Lodge ?'

Why, upon that point I find nu difficulty in saying that it wauld bie the diuty of Gavernment
to remuove frin office anybudy ssbo shial bie found ta lie in such a situation." (Opposition
Cheers.)

Lard Aitbarp said of this declaratian "It affords me great pleasure ta
bçar fram tbe righit bon. gentleman that fia Orangeman wiii be permitted ta
bold office. This single deciaration fram the rigbt bon. Secretary wili do mare
ta put dawn ail illegal societies in Ireiand, than this bill or any other measure
that Gavernmenit can propose."

Marcb 29, 1827-Debate on a petitian
I feel thse utmust satisfaction at the intimation that there is ta bie a compiete end ta

Orange Societies in Ireland. 1 mast cordially juin in the exhortation that these associations
wiil yield ta the repeated sense- of Parliament, and abey what will in aIl prohability becaixie
the law of the land The petitioners have referred to the testimany I bure ta their loyalty ini
1814. I anm willing ta bear the saine testimony nuw. But nu hiiyalty on the part of the
members of the Lodges eau campensate for the evil of their existence."

.March 29, 1827-Mr. Brawniaw's matiott for papers relative ta orange
processions at Lisburne

«I «r1ust bie ailowed ta say, that 1 wish ail these associations were at Zý» end. I belieVre
they are dying away; but at the saine time I agree with the Right Hon. B3aronet (Sir J.
Newport) that if the processions were dune away with, it would bie better for the peace, the
tranquility, and the happiness of Ireland, I declare ta Gud, that I would, by my influence,
by my example, by every means ini my power, endeavour ta put down these associations and
processions."

February 23, i83 6-Mr. Hume's motion for the suppression of Orange
lodges :

IlI anm sure it would bie for the tranquiiity of Ireland that an end should be put t a'f~-
secret societies in that country. The existence of any of thema is an evil, inasmuch as it hOlds

978

1


