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LIFE.

Metaphors are many which warn men
of the shortness of life and of illimitable
eternity. The pulpit, too, gives forth
its warning notes, and poets have made
it the subject for some of their best pro-
ductions. How fincly has LoxareLrow,
in his ¢ Psalm of Life,” expressed bis con-
viction that life is an carnest reality ;
something that terminates not here; but
stretches away into the vast and unknown
future,—

‘Lifo is reall Life is earaest!
And the grave is not the goul ;

“ Dust thou art, to dust returnest,”
Was not spoken of the soul.’

The painter has also portrayed the course
of human life, through its various stages,
from youth to old age ; and, like the re-
volving year, its extremities have more
in common than any other period of ex-
istence. The one feels that his race is
run, his frame enfeebled and his mind
unstrung. Ie looks back upon the past
and finds it compassed round with trials
and disappointments ; and but few of the
suriby spots with which his youthful fancy
adorned the future. TIe now sees that
it is impossible for it to be otherwise, aud
has no desire to again tread the rugged
path of life. Youth looks on the future
with very different feelings, but it is the
futureof its own imaginings, and has little
in commeon with its stern realities.
Ardent in spirit and big with hope, it
feels able to overcome cvery opposing
obstacle, if any such there be, aud realize
in the future its youthful drecam. Ifas
it been deceived 2 Has a promised hap-
piness, when about to’become permaneut,
receded at the touch? Has the heart felt
a pang of sorrow?  Has the eye been
dimmed by tears? Hope still points the
way, and thus enticed, continues to chase
imaginary and unsubstantial forms. Such
is life, and such has most experienced it
to be.
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EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION

The time has at length arrived for the
much-belauded and much-abused Procla-
mation of President Lincoln to come into
operation. ITow far the author of it may
have the power to enforce its provisions,
and what will be the effect of it iChe have,
are questions which have excited much
discussion 5 but not more thun their vast
importance nierits.

The Slavery question, which now con.
fronts the people of the United States, is
one of the most frightful problems which
ever a nation was called upon to solve,
and may well appal the stoutest courage
and baffle the profoundest wisdom.

Conscientiously to unclasp at once the
fetters of four millions of human beings,
whose lives have been spent in slavery —
whose moral natures have been im-
bruted by bondage aund neglect—whose
chief motives of counduct have been the
avoidance of the lash, and a desirc to
escape from their hard lot—requires a
more exalted faith in the ultimate triumph
of justice than is usually to be met with
now a days.

On the other hand it nwst be clear to
every man of unperverted feelings, and
moderate intelligence, that slavery is an
abnormal state, one that must bo abol-
ished some day ; cither by peaceful re.
gulation or in the turmoil of war, where
many ahuge iniquity has perished before.
Moreover, that its evils accumulate—
alile as to its present influence and ulti-
mate extinction—with the increasing!
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number of the enslaved and the inagnitude
of the interests involved.

Numberless are the plans which have
been suggested for the peacetul abolition
of slavery, but a pre-requisite of all these
has been the consent of the sluveholder,
and this there seews not the remotest
prospect of obtuining.  For, while every
other part of the world has been advanc-
ing in liberal sentiments ; the South has
become more and morve devoted to the
¢ peculiar institution.” The language in
which Southerncers now defend slavery,
is very different in tone from that uscd
by the framers of the Coustitution, with
regard to it. At the time of the adop-
tion of that instruinent, nearly all the
great men of America—and in those days
she did produce great inen—were aboli-
tionists.  Washington though a slave-
holder declared that his vote should not
be wanting, for emancipation. Jeflerson
proposed that slavery should be excinded
from any territory, to be subscquently
acquired by the Union, and Mudison sue-
ceeded in excluding the word *Slave’
from the Constitution. Compelled to
yicld their opinions to conflicting inter-
ests, these men yet thought they were
bug sanctioning a temporary evil, which
in a few years would work its own cure,
as it had already done in some of the
more Northern States. It was then uni-
versally believed that slavery depended
for its existence on the slave trade, and
even the slaveholders only required that
this should not be abolished for twenty
years. IJow different are the scutiments
of the South now! The system which
was apologatically advocated then, is now
boldly proclaimed by them to be of divine
origin. Belief in Slavery, then timid and
hesitating, has risen to the strength of a
religious creed. Not a creed of the nine-
teenth century, liberal and enlightened,
but of the seventeenth, cruel, viudictive
and intolerant. The pulpit, the press and
all the energies of the National brain are
compelled to do it homage. [t scts its
tyrant foot on every influence which
crosses its path. Tt brooks no expostula.
tion, or silences them with ¢ tar and
fenthers.’” It permits no cexamination of
its claiins, or answers with violence and
outrage.

Of the deteriorated sentiments of the
South on the question of slavery the most
abundant proofs are at hand. Take for
instance the cclebrated Richmond speceh
of .. Mr, Stevens, Vice President of the
Southern Confederacy, and wunquestion-
ably the ablest thinker in the Southern
Cabinet.

After finding faunlt with Jefferson and
the men of his day for their half-heart-
edness in the cause of Slavery, Mr. Stev-
ens said : :

‘ Our new government is founded upon ex-
actly tho opposite ideas: its foundations ave
laid, its coroer-stone rests upon the grent
truth, that the negro is not equal (o the white
wab ; that slavery, subordination to the super-
ior race, is his natural aud moral condition.
(Applause.) This our new government is the
firsg, in the history of the world, based upon
this great physical, philosophical and moral
trath.’

But more convincing proofs than either
specches or writings furnish, are to be
found in a code of slave laws, the most
inflexibly barbarous—the most systemat-
ically oppressive—that ever disgraced the
Statutes of any nation, The helots of
Sparta and. the slaves of Roine may have
been subjected to more personal cruelty
by their masters, than those of the South,
bat the'laws of those pagan times did
not shut the Slave out from all hope of
frecdom, nor deprive him of the benefits
which a humane master could confer.
The laws of the South do. A southern
slaveholder may be desirous of doing
everything in his power to improve the
condition of his Slaves, but legal difficul-
tics meet him at every puint.  If ho at-
tempts to educate them, he is subject to
a heavy fine.

In Georgia, North Carolina and Miss.
issippi, he cannot allow them to go at
large, nor to trade on their own account,
not even to cultivate a patch of ground,
nor accumulate stock of any kind. In

South Corolina, Alabama, Georgia and
Mississippi, & master cannot emancipate
a Slave, without obtaining an act of the
Legislature in each ease.

It is impossible to conceive that a peo-
ple who can approve such sentiments,
aud sanction such laws, will ever take
any step toward Emancipation, or will
ever quietly submit to it. mancipn
tion then must come from without if it
come at all,

Tor our own part we must eonfess that
the only interest we take in the present
war, relates to the Slavery question.

Throwing this question aside, there is
little in either side of the contest to en
list the sympathies of Canadians. But
in this question we are vitally interested,
alike from the dictates of humanity and
of self-defence. Slavery is chronic war,
ready to burst into a conflagration at any
time, and who can answer fov that confla
gration always being confined to the
place of its origin. We are by no means
sanguine of the potency of President Lin-
colw’s  Proclamation; nevertheless we
weleome it as o step towards a solution
of this formidable question,

TO OUR FRIENDS IN THE SISTER
PROVINCES.

It is our earnest desire to make our
journal a welecome visitor in every part
of British North America. We look
forward with confidence to a day when
all the Provinces included under this
name shall be politically one.  But while
the tendeney of affairs is indubitably in
this direction, it cannot be denied that
they are at present in & state of isolation
from cach other, which is greatly to be
regretted. The public mind of Canada
is comparatively unacquaiuted with the
natural resources and wanufacturing and
commercial industry of the sister Pro-
vinces. We know far less of the affuirs
of our neighbors of New Brupswick,
Nova Scotia and Prince Edward’s 1sland,
than we do of those of the United States ;
yet we form part, with them, of the same
great Einpire, our loyalty is given to the
same sovercign, and, geographically, wc
lie contiguous to each other. It is highly
desirable then that our relations should
be more intimate, our sympathy stronger
and our interest in cach other’s welfare
more family like. To this end the
“{llustrated News” will be in part de-
voted 5 and we respectlully solicit the
assistance of our friends in the other Pro-
vinces,  This can best be rendered by
sending us photographs and sketches for
illustration in our pages, together with
descriptions or other matter connected
with them. We shall at all times prefer
photographs but sketches will be welcome
when their accuracy can be relied on.
‘The sbjects of which we most particularly
desiro | illustrations, both of pen and
penoil, are, natural scenery, public build-
ings, portraits of public men, mining, the
{isheries, &c.

‘THE GOOD TEMPLAR!.

We have received the first number of
this new periodical. It is to be published
weelkly, at Woodstoek, C. W., and is
edited by Messrs. McWh'nnie and Fer-
gusson. As its name implies, it will be
devoted chicily to the cause of Temper-
ance. It contains four pages of excellent
reading matter, cspecially interesting to
members of Temperauce organizations ;
but by no means unintervesting to the
general reader.  The paper is good, and
its l.ypogr:z{)hy decidedly creditable. Iu
is furnished at the low price of one dollar
per anoum, [t is evidently in hands who
are thoroughly capable of conducting it.
We earnestly wish our new confrere the
mast abundant success.

Our readers will, we trust, excuse cur
late appearance this week. The holidays,
together with some other arrangements we
have been forced lo make have caused the
delay ; but for the future we skall en-
deavour to have the paper in their hands
ecarlier,

Foveign Hews,

An cccenlric British ndmirer of Garibaldi
is alleged to have offercd £1,000 for the ball
taken out of the Greal Liberator’s wound.

CarvivAL WisEMAN has given instructions to
the elergy wnder his jurisdietion to preach
sermong on tho fivst Sunduy in Advent, in aid
of the fund for the velief of the distress in the
north.

Gronon P’zapopy & Co. have oflcred a re-
ward of £1.000 for the diseovery of the parties
who have stolen £50,000 from the Bank of
Amoriea.

Tus number of satudents eurolled in Glasgow
Uuiversily is 1262, being the grealest nuinber
who bave attended during any one session
for the last thirty years.

O~ Monday, Mrs. Thorneycroft submitted
to the Queen the design for a colossal eques-
train statute of the Prince Consort to be orect-
ed at Liverpool.

At Windsor, on Wednesdny, her Maujesty
planted an osk in memorial of the Princo
Consort. Her Majesty’s health and spirits
have wuch improved.

Tue Eagle steamer, which left the Clyde on
Confederate account some days ago, saileld
from Belfast ou Sunday for Nassau, N.P, She
had uodergone repairs at the patent slip on
Queen's [sluod pravious to her departure.

Lowv Rapstock mentioned, at a meeting
held in Loudon last week, that seventy of the
little shocblacks had contributed £7 for the
distressed, and that one of them had given
16s., or 1s. in the pouud, on the capital which
he had saved. The statement was received
with loud cheers.

Tne Lascasuike Distress.—There are now
370000 requiring aid from the unions or the
Relief Committee, and the average aid is about
1s. 44d. per head per week ; the numbers are
daily increasiog, and the aliowance is manifest-
ly too small especially in winter, Assumes
then, that iv a few weeks the distressed oper-
atives in Lancashive and the adjacent district,
amount to 500.000 and that an allowance of 23,
per head ia made, the sum of £50.000 per week
will be required.

The Greek community of Liverpool met on
Monday evening, to determine, as far as they
could, the choice of asovereign for their coun-
try; and, as was anticipated, the lot fell on
Prince Alfrel, The U'rince wus unanimously
selected, and the speeches delivered at the
meeting were no less complimentary to British
institutions, than they were to the abilisy and
earnestness of the spenkers. The opinion which
swayed the meeting was, that n prineo brought
up under a satviect constitutional rule would
vulue the libertics of those over whom he was
culled to govern.

In what other part of England are we to
look for benevulenee like thau of Sir Elkanah
Arwitage; who, ever sinee his mills were
closed has fed and clothed his 1,204 work-
people, aud intends to dv sot  Or like thav of
the Freldens, of Todumorden, und their contri-
bulion of £800 a-weck? Or like that of the
gentleiuan mentioned in the Z%mes of last
Thursday, who is incurring a loss of £50,000
rather than let his hands go without work,and
yet is abused beeauso he has given nothing to
the ¢ Relief Foud ¥

Mone Crype STEANERS FoR Tug Soutu.—
The fine paddle steamer Havelock, 360 tons
register, was to sail on Saturday night for
Nassau. On Tuesday, Mr. Laurie lanncbed a
fine ecrew steamer of 600 tons, natued the
Georgiung, from his yard at Whiteineh, and
immedintely laid down the kecl of a similar
vessel, On Friday, Messis. Barelay & Curle,
Stobeross, launched a 280 ton serew steamer,
which is now getting in her engines at Green-
ock, All these vessels ave destined for the
Confederate Government.

Tue Edinburgh Workmen'’s Houses Improve-
meat Company is engaged in the evcetion of
two rows of houses at Dumbiedylkes, generally
of three storys high,entering by common stairs
and galleries. The front row consists of 70
houscs, the second of 62—in all, 132 houses.
All the houses contain three roomns, and aro
supplied with modern sanitary appliances,
coal-bunkers, presses, and gas, and most of
them have o large store closet in the lobby,
or a scullery. The name which has been sug-

cated for these houses is * I’rince Alber!
vildings.

NopLt Conpuct or A Frexcnm Sorpier.—A
soldier was tried the other day at Bordeaux
for not having been drawn for tho conserip-
tion. In defence it was stated that he had
been in California since he was nineteen yecars
old. IXe was returning on boord the Golden
Glale, and when tho fire broke out he took all
his money, fastened it in o Dbelt round his
waist, and leaped into the sea. A drowning
wowan near, however, implored him lo save
her ehild. 1Ie was a good swimmer, but he
could not reach the shore with bis money—
about £8,000 in gold—and the child together.
So he unfastened his belt, cast away the
money, aud got salo to land with the child.
Tho prisoner was acquittod by the tribunal.




