
A STRANGE ASSIGNMENljI.

curious cantrivance somiething, like a
miniature telescope, which I afterwards
learned Nv'as a secret Chinese invention,
and enabled soldiers ta, use their rifles in
the dark, almost as well as in the day-
light.

In answer to a question regarding, aur
destination one of the officers pointed si-
lently ta the m-ouintains far ahlead. There,
then ' I was to realize ail my hopes. I
wvas to see the mnan in quest of wham I
liad corne ta China. For I did nat doubt
by this timie that the unknown leader
liad arrangeci the attack on the boat, the
guide%' treachery, my capture, and that
we were now being taken ta his strang-
hold. The ride for the mauntain con-
flrmed miy belief, but, try as I would,' I
could not sec haw we were ta climb the
great rocky cijifs. I had once mare un-
derrated the shrewdness of the Oriental
mmnd. No apportunity wvas given ta
learn how the obstacle was ta, be sur-
rnountcd, for, as w~e drew close, anc of
the afficers gave a sharp commnand, and
a saldier placed a thick bandage aver my
eyes. This being done w~e made aur way
as throughi a great tunnel, rocky in some
placc•, but gene rally well cared -for. It
nvas proably a natural tunnel thraugh
the mauntain xvhich the Chinese taok ad-
vantage of. Possibly it led a short dis-
tance inta the mountain and opencd aut
into, a great rift that slaslhed the inner
side carnpletely.

As we enierged. fromn the mouintain the
bandage wvas takcn from mny eyes, and
by the remnaining light I saw that I was
in a wanderful fortress, a great plain
coirnpletely enclosed by the surrounding
mouintains, and occupied by the camp.
It wvas impregnable, and impossible of
attack. Juclging by the size of the en-
canipment the army mnust have been one
af the greatest ever gathered together
by any gencral. But littie time was
given me for observation. Although my
quarters wvere comfortable enough it was
far inta the night before I could com-
pose my mind for sleep, in spite of the
fatiguing ride of the day. The events of
the past twenty-four liaurs crowded
themselves through my brain in rapîd
succession. The great camp in the moun-
tains made it impassible for me ta doubt

that I had been taken by a troop be-
longin g ta the armiy of the mysteriaus
general. What wvas going ta happen
ncxt? VVhat dic ihe initend doing with
me? WTould I ever get back ta America?
Even if I did sec the ruan waulcl 1 ever
be able ta give the stary ta the warld ?
The public was interesrtcd in -this maii
ta a marvellous degree, and his must be
a powTerful personality ta, gather arouind
hini such an army.

It wvas almost noon before I awoke the
ncxt day and had barely finished break-
fast wheil an officer and two, soldiers en-
tercd, and I wvas bricfly told that I Nvas
ta go with. theil. I was conducted ta
a dwelling much larger thian th-e rest in
the centre of the hast af tents. Otutside
the mien stopped and anc of themn drew
a hcavy bandage over niy eyes as before,
wvhile the officer nvent ahead, evidently
ta announce aur caming. As xve entered
the dwelling it secmed ta be full of men
but when we passed the threshold all
conversation ceased. I feit that I was
at last in the presence of the man whom
I liad car-ne in scarch of. WhatL wauld
I nat have given ta have lifted the band-
age from- my eyes, even for a minute!
For one glirupse of the man! BtitI wvas
not given m-uch time ta reflect. 4\. sharp
military vaice, speaking English xvith an
awkward foreign accent, that caused me
ta start whcn I heard it, broke the si-
lence:

"Your paper will doubtlcss cantain an
accuirate description of me," it said, in
a half-amused. bal cynical wav.

"Under the present conditions that wvill
be impassible," I answered.

"It always will be impossible, sir," xvas
the reply.

"'May I ask -what vour intentions are
rcgarding mce"" I asked.

6 You wvill be conducted in safety from
here, as you are a whiite man," wvas the
answer.

"Is it because vou are a white man
yourself that you 'are cansiderate of the
safcty of a wvhie man"?" I asked quickly.

"Perhaps," xvas the unguarded answer,
and this time the foreign accent had been
forgotten. iBut instantly the general was
on his guard, and his tane changed as
he gave a rapid order. If I could have


