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any olie time ta obtain a sufficient quantity for positive identifica-
tion. This difficulty is naturally greatly increased wvhen twvo or
tliree cays are al1owved to elapse betwveen fceding and the removal
of the intestinal content. The intestinal content is then very srnail
and contains s0 muchi bile that it is very difficult ta handie. Out
of six experiments on dogs in only one was 1 able ta obtain a suffi-
dient ama-nunt of a platinum sait for analysis.

Lt was my intention, in these experiments, ta determine wvhethier
the lecitlîin content of the food could give risc ta cholin and possibly
neurin by decamposition in the intestine in cases of obstruction.
The dogss used were therefore fed for twao or tlîree days before the
operatian of closing the intestine wvàs performed, on the yolk of
eggs, wvhich is very rich in lecithin.

The followiing protocol from m-y notebook wvi1l serve ta illus-
trate the entire series of aur experiments:

Exp. 3. Friday, Marchi 29th, 2 p.m., anesthetized dog, maie,
wveight 55 lbs. I'lacedl ligature around intestine just above ilea-cecal
valve. Animal hiad been fed for three days previously on yolk of*
eggs Saturday, March' 3oth, 6 p.i-.-Anir-nal quiet, does nat seem
very sick, drinks well but daes nat eat. Urine of sp. gr. i o-.2, acid
in reaction, no aibumin, strong indican reaction. Sunday, Marcli
-1st-Dog drinks but does not eat, appears much the sanie> urine
274 cc., sp. gr. 1027.8, reaction acid, no aibumin. Indican reaction
strong. M onday, April îst-Dog seemed better, but about 2 pa.
managed ta tear open the incision iii tle abdominal walI, and' in
consequenae a loop of the intestine escaped. Dog wvas killed xvith
chiloroform and an autopsy made. Urine for this day up ta this
timne, i 6o cc., sp. gr. i103. i, reaction acid, strong indican reaction. It
may bc said that in no case wvas there any marked anuria, as the
clogs drank freely and dîd not vomit. As far as the indican reaction
ivas concerned it wvas strong, but not much more so than 1 have
seen in apparently healthy dogs.

Lt must be remernbered that the indican reactions as usually
made cannot be considered quantitative, as the color is produced
by oxidation of the indoxyl whichi cannot be regulated to give
quantitative resuits, as the samne agent at the samie time produces
indigo red and indigo white. 1 consider Baumann's the best test,
niamely, equal volumes of urine and strong hydrochloric acid with
a fewv draps offerric chloride, as there is less chance of overoxida-
tion by this method.

Autiopsyi.-Evidences of peritonitis, some excess of peritoneal
fluid containing flakes of ffibrin, intense venous congestion. This
Nvas found ta be due ta perforation at point of ligature. There
w'ere slight adhesians between neighiboring intestinal laops. IRenal
cortex much engorged, papille pale, capsule non-adherent. Liver
hyperemic, consistence normal, gall bladder distended, contents
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