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lion apparatus. The Iaity sliould lic tauglit that it is a fallacy
to suppose that the so-called setting of a fracture should occur at
once after an injury, witlîout regard1 for the surrounding circum-
stances. It lias bccîî our coiiaon experienca that rnany fractures
arc discharged with good aligument and apparently flrm union,
which scen many montbs later showv iarkcd angular dcforînity.
Whilc il is (lifficult bo control flic actions of patients, wlio have
apparently fully recovered, more partieularly tiiose cases which
arc discbargcd froin flic public warils of flie losîiital anîd pass coin-
plctely from the ob)servation of flic attending surgeon, wc have per-
haps not taken sufficient steps te proteet our own rcputations. Al
such cases shoifl be kept as Joug as possile under obscrvation,
or until good bony union lias taken place.

The old fasýhioned nethod of using a bedrom pillow supple-
mncentcd with strips of board on cither side is stili an excellent
dressing, especially iii Fractures of thc lcg. mlaster of Paris dress-
ings are (lifficuit to Iroper]y adjust, and should neyer ýbe used until
one lias acquired considerable skill in Ilîcir application. In my
opinion lucre are certain parts of flic body whoe plaster of Paris
should neyer bc use(I except by surgical experts, that; is, in frac-
tures of th(e sbaft of tic Ituierus and feinur, and in obscure in-
juries about the elbow and1 knce joints.
Mobilizalion and Massage.

*Wc owe vcry ranch to flic Frenchi surgeon, Lucas Champion-
nière, and while very few Englisbi-speaking surgeons have bccn
daring enougli b carry ont his practice in detail, 1 think we bave
ail apprcciatcd tlic value of massage and frcqucnt inspection of the
în-jured limib, wlîile aI the saine lime using somc definile fixation
apparatus. Lucas Clîaîupionnièrc lias again and again drawn our
attention bo flic fact, wbicb 1 tbink lhad beeri previouisly inentioned
by Thomnas, of Liverpool, fliat too rigid fixation diiniislies repara-
live bione prodluction, dainages the soft parts and stiffens tbc joints
and tendons, so Iliat the patienît wlien at last freed froin lus dress-
ings, suffers more in rccovering the usc of muscles and joints
than from any otiier cause. Tbc originator of Ibis inethod bas
pointcd out that tbe massage mîust be genfle an(I neyer carried to
a point of producîng pain.

Against this iuethod, liowever, tliere can 1w lîttle doubt that
fthc carly recovery wlîich has 'bcen. claimed for if is oflen at flic ex-
pense of anatoinal deformify. We inust, liowcvcr, alwa 'ys appre-
ciate that f0 Lucas Chatupionnière, more than any one man, we
must acknowlcdge our thanks for flic introductionî of flic combincd
methods now se unîversal on this contincnt.


