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that is. operation, and not solvents or cholagogues to relieve a
condition re-alting from faulty metabolism.”

Therefore, the <ame application can be made here as was
made in reference to gastric ulceration.  We should realize the
impotence of medicines.  Sobents do not dissolve, and the oll
treatment was merely that of temporizing, with the hope that
Dame Nature would aid our misguided efforts by expelling he
offending bedies througlh the natural passages.  Such expectarcy
is often dangerous.  Surgery holds out a sositive cure in a large
proportion of cases, but too many of us fear the responsibility
of advising such radical treatment, and our patients sufier from
our timidity,

Let us now return to a consideration of the work heing done
by our great army of investigators. I reviewing their work, not
only that of the past year, but of recent years, we sec labor mul-
tiplied, mountains heaped on mountains in the attenint to scale
the heights of the unknown, until, considering the results attained,
we might le forgiven for inquiring, © What avails so Titanic a
struggle?”  The causes of disease are <o intricate that they are
reached only after ages of scientific labor.  Yet a few successes
have made us impatient of the coming of complete victory. Some
sticcesses have proved to be stars of the first magnituide, others
but the smallest flint sparks to illuminate the truth, whilst many
se-called discoveries have eiven no more light than when wax is
struck on wax, idle theories, thoughts written on the brain and
now, let us hope, rubbed out forever. Looking at the workers
as constituting an army, one searches in vain for a controlling
spirit, one which will concentrate the tremendous and apparently
never-tiring energics of this mass of workers into a well-directerl
assault ens me str nghold of the unknown, Modern investigators
are, to quote a phrase of Carlyle’s, “ like a hapless servant gone
masterless, unfit ior self-guidance.” To give an idea of the varied
subjects heing studied, let me quote the titles of a few of the
papers publisherd Jduring the vear in but one publication, The
Jouraal of Medical Researcli: ** On the Appearance and Signi-
ficance of Certain Granules in the Toryvthroevtes of Man,” “ The
Inftuence of Ceortain Bacteria in the Coagulation of the Bload,”
““The Relation of Specific Gravity and Osmotic Pressure to
Hemolysis,™ “ The Bacteriolvtic Complement Content of Blood
Serum,” ** The Agglutination of the Pneumococcus with Certain
Normal and Tmmune Sera,” * Cat’s Blood: Differential Counts
of the Leucoeytes,” “ .\ Stdy of the Agelutinating Flemolytic
and Endothelialitic Action: oi Blood Serum in Variola,” and so



