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inay be mnace a valuable mleans of assisting and prnitectiiîg nin-bers of our profession froni wronigful actionis-at-Iaw, to whidi me
a're ail of us at ail tirnes àhable;, actions bruughit 11 rrsxisii
persons for alleged niaipractice, or by unscruipuhmjs lper-us for
thie purpose of obtaining mil~ey tunder tlîreatsi of injury to mur
professional character.

It is well known that a miedical ninsprofessionai prospects
dcpend to a very large extente if flot etitirely, upon bis prfs-
sional, reputation, and it is not difficuit, thefefore, for ulipritn-
Cipled, persons to attenipt to Ievy blacknmail upoin li-n 1wv threat-
ening to brig action against inii for niaipractice or prt!fessiional
iincapacity, whichi action, thougli wholly gruuundless a'iunde-
servefi, mnay have the nîlost disastrous effects uî-xmi his c;_i .er and
pocket.

During the past two ye-ars the Association lias foughit ont
several such cases successfutllv, and lias anîiply demiolitrate1 its,
usefulness and justifiefi its, existence. It is. therefore, a inatter
oif wonderment to, UKUi of us that the Association ha.; tlîus far
receivei so0 littie encouragement or support frotu the profession"'s a whlole. Out of a possible ~ lcttlneiesi ast
year wvas only 25.z. This is altogether -too smiaIl a numbher to
make the amnis and work of the Association effectiv"e or sustain
it in a solvent cond-itinn, and I welcomie thîs oipportunitv to invite
your earnest co-operiatîon in enlarging its nienibersiîip and
strengthenling the hands of the Executîve, andi voui to tliis end
suggcest that a special eonîiittee be struck during, the Convention
for flic purpose of considerin1g hiow~ best to enlist the i'wmlp'tihies
and support of our brethren whio are not vet inenibers. 1 canuot
but think that a large increase iii the nieniîhership mtust ievit-
ably resuit if the amnis of thie Association be once rightlv under-
stood.

The objects of the Association are sueh as ail can subseribe
to. Lt is flot intended to defend or assist in defending, unwortlw
members, or those who are actuallv guilty of maîpractice. or
w'ho have brought discredit upon the profession. Lt ainiq raiffier
to assist the wvorthy, those of its menibers who are wrcongfufly
charged and whose character and reputation are placed at stake:
and also to deter irresponsible -and unscrupulous per-;ons froni
bringing action against members of the profession foýr the pur-
pose of spiting or injuring theni, or of exactîng a bribe for their
silence; and it is only by uniting ourselves togethier i such a
way as this Association offers that we can hope to secure the sup-
port of our brethren and becomie immune to manv attacks which
w'ould otherwîse be mnade upon us.


