, E\:eat opinion of learning, and had frequently in

‘in those 'parts. The two elder sons showed a

- not proceed from absolute indolence or obstinacy,
" his father was content to bear with his backward-

“to get schoolin’ for them three boys; and to be

_ was:Nebuchodonezzar.”
" What’s to be done with a man o’ that kind ?
- in foreign parts, or any place o' the kind, and to

make such an answer as that to any gentleman |-

" that’s gone, if Garret could come any way near

" book, an’thitivould be very ’cute for all in

- member myself. 3ne Motry Hierlobee, that not
“‘halpo’erth 0’ good could-be.:got o> him goin’ to
-:school, an’-he turned out “one of ‘the greatest
:-janiuses in the parish afther. A There isn’t his

B
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- ral pursuits,- to-confer upon him a title in the

~ our inland counties, lived a person of this class,
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HE SHEEP.
"By Gerald Griffin.
CHAPTER I.
_In the days of our ancestors it was the cus-
tom, when a “ strong farmer” had arrived at a
certain degree of independence by his agricultu-

Irishlanguage, which is literally translated, % The
Knight of the Sheep.”” Though nrot commonly
of noble origin, those persons often exercised a
kind of patriarchal sway, scarce less extensive
than that of many a feudal descendent of the
Butlers or the Geraldines, -

In one of the most fertile townlands in one of

bearing the name of Bryan Taafe. No less than
three gpacious tenements acknowledged his sway,
by the culture of which he had acquired, in the
course of along life, 2 quantity of wealth more
than sufficient for any purpose to which he might
wish to apply it.

Mr. Taafe had three sons, on whose education
he had lavished all the care and expense which
tould bave been expected from the most affec-
tionate father in his walk of life. He had a

is mouth, for the instruction of his children,
such snatches of old wisdom as « Learning 1s
better than houses or land,” and
¢ A man without learning, and wearing fine clothes,

Is like a pig with a gold ring in his nose.”
Accordingly, the best teachers that Kerry and
Limerick could afford were employed to teach
thew the classics, mathematics, and such other
branches of science and letters as were current

remarkable quickness in all their studies; Jbut
the youngest, though his favorite, disappointed
both him and his instructers. So heavy was he
at his book, that neither threats nor caresses
could bave any effect in making him arrive at
anything like proficiency. - Howerver, as it did

ness in. this respect, although it in some degree
diminished - the especial affection with which he
once regarded him. ’

One day as Mr. Taafe was walking in lus gar-
den, taking the air before breakfast in the morn-
ing, he called Jerry Fogarty, his steward, and
told him he wanted to speak with bim.

 Jerry,” says Mr. Taafe, after they had taken
two or three turns on the walk together, ¢ 1
don’t know in the world what’lt I do with Gar-
ret.”?

« Why so, masther ?”

% Ah, P kilt from him. You know yourself
what a great opinion I always had o’ the learning.
A man, in fact, isn’¢ considhered worth spakin’
to in these times that hasn’t it. °Tis for the
same raison I went to so much cost and trouble

sure as for Shamus and Guillaum, I haven’t any
cause to complain, but the world wouldn’t get
good o> Garret. It was only the other mornin’
I asked bim who it was discovered America, and
the answer he made me was, that he believed it

VA po 1Y
~«is as thrue as youre standin’ there.—

Sure, as I often represented to himsel, it would
be a disgrace to me if he was ever to go abroad

or lady, afther all X lost by bim., *Tisn’t so with
Shamus and Guillaum. There isn’t many goin’
that could thrace histhory with them boys. 1’d
give a dale, out o’ regard for the poor woman

7em.” i
-« « PII tell you what it is, masther,” said Jerry,
“ there’s a dale;that’s not over bright at the

their own mindscg@May. be.Master Garret would
be. one o them 3A™ we'pot to know it. I re-

aiquals in Munsther: now.at:a:Jamentation or the

ikes..:.: Them raal janiuses .does be always so
of their own thoughts; they'can’t bring them-
Siasi , to'take notice of,
ight; Jerry,” answered Mr.
an’opportunity- of trying.”: - .
‘buttin ' T

ing: particular
~that - had 'aiy
K ] Mr,. K

. those of other | .

his . orchard, his kitchen-garden, his pantry, and
his cellar, could afford, was placed before them
in abundance ; and seldom did a merrier company
assemble together to enjoy the hospitality of an
Irish tarmer. .

When the dinner was over, and the guests
busily occupied in conversation, the Knight of
the Sheep, who sat at the head of the table,
stood up with a frave air, as if he were about to
address something of importance to the company.
His venerable appearance, as he remained stand-
ing, a courteous smile shedding its light over his
aged countenance, and his snowy hair descending
almost to his shoulders, occasioned a respectful
silence amongst the guests, while he addressed
them in the following words:—

“Tn the first place, gentlemen, I have to re-
turn you all thanks for giving me the pleasure of
your company here to-day, which I do with all
my heart. And I feel the more honored and
gratified because I take it for granted you have
come here, not so much from any personal feel-
ing towards mysell, but because you know that
I have always endeavored, so far as my poor
means would enable me, to show iny respect for
men of parts and learning. Well, then, here
you are all met, grammarians, geometricians,
arithmeticians, geographers, astronomers, philoso-
phers, Lalinists, grecians, and men of more
sciences than perhaps I ever heard the names of.
Now there’s no doubt learning is a fine thing,
but what good is all the learning in the world
without what they call mother-wit to make use
of it? An ounce o’ mother-wit would buy an’
sell a stone-weight of learning at any fair in
Munsther. Now there are you all scholars, an’
here am I a poor country farmer that hardly ever
got more teaching than to read and write, and
maybe a course of Voster, and yet I’ll be bound
I’ll'lay down a problem that maybe some o’ ye
wouldn’t find it easy to make out.”

At this preamble, the curiosity of the company
was raised to the highest degree,and the Knight
of the Sheep resumed, after a brief pause:

“ At a farm of mine, about a dozen miles from
this, I have four fields of precisely the same soil ;
one square, another oblong, another partly round,
and another triangular. Now, what is the rea-
son that, while I have an excellent crop of white
eyes this year out of the square, the oblong, and
the round field, not a single stalk would grow in
the triangular one?”

This problem produced a dead silence amongst
the guests, and all exerted their understandings
to discover the solution, but without avail, al-
though many of their conjectures showed the
deepest ingenuity. Some traced out a mysteri-
ous conuection between the triangular boundary,
and the lines of the celestial hemisphere ; others
said, probably from the shape of the field an
equal portion of nutrition did not flow on all
sides to the seed soas to favor its growth.—
Others attributed the failure to the effect of the
angular hedges upon the atmosphere, which, col-
lecting the wind, as it were, into corners, caused
such an obstruction to the warmth necessary to
vegetation, that the seed perished in the earth.
But all their theories were beside the mark.

¢ Gentlemen,” said Mr. Taafe, ¢ ye’re all too
clever—that’s the only fault I have to find with
ye’r answers. Shamus,” he continued, address-
“ing his eldest son, “ can you tell the raison ?°

% Why, then, father,””. said Shamus, “ they
didn’t grow there, I Suppose, because you didn’t
plant them there.” <. #°

% You have it, Shamus,” said the knight; «1
declare you took the ball from all the philoso-

‘phers. Well, gentlemen, can any o’ ye tell me,

now, if you wished to travel all over the world,
from whom would you ask a passport 7’

This question seemed as puzzling as the for-
mer, Some said the Great Mogul, others the
Grand Sigpior, others the Pope, others the Lord
Lieutenant, and some the Emperor of Austria ;
but all were wrong.

“ What do you say, Guillaun?’ asked the
koight, addressing his second son. _

«From Civihty, father,” answered Guillaum ;
“for that’s a gentleman that has acquaintances
everywhere.” ' o )

¢ You're right, Guillaum,” replied the knight.
« Well, I bave one more question for the com-
pany. Can any one tell me in what country the
women are the best housekeepers?” =
, Again the company exhausted all their efforts
in.conjecture, and the.geographers showed their
learning by naming all the countries in the world,
one .after another, but to no purpose. The

he | Knight now turned with a fond look towards his’

'.y_d.i‘mg“esvt‘so e .
7% Garret,” said he, “can you tell. where the.
good housekeepers™ & . . :
‘tubbed his foretiead for a while, a..nd
‘and shook his head, but could get nothing

éci'a.l_iévAto.Jv:'my_.Eéﬁft;-fadxér,i"'. said be, «1
Il-.from: Adam. Where the-women are
ekeepers ?——stay a. minute.: " Maybe,”

with’a" knowing ‘look; *'maybe ’tis 'in

¢« Shamus, do-answer,” said the koight,in a
disappointed tone.

“In the grave, father,” answered Shamus,
¢ for there they never gad abroad.”

Mr. Taafe acknowledged that his eldest son
had once more judged right; and the entertain-
ments of the night proceeded without further in-
terruption, until, wearied with feasting and mu-
sic, such of the company as could not be zccom-
modated with beds, took their departure, each in
the direction of own home.

(To be continued.y

SOUPERISM TESTED BY ITS OWN STATISTICS.
(Concluded.)

But astill better eriterion of the small success
which has attended the operations of the Society
will be found in the actual statistics of conver-
sion, which we shall accordingly proceed to col-
lect and set before the reader. Vet even this
evidence must not be taken without a certain
qualification. The question still remains unan-
swered by anything in this Report, What are
the recognized zests of a “ Cenversion 7’ We
have strong reason for thinking that i the Pro-
testant estimate they are extremely inadequate
to the subject on which they are employed; in
short, that many a_ so-called ¥ conversion,”
which goes to swell the statistics of these pro-
selytising societies would be found, upon closer
examination, to be some act or other, which in-
volves indeed a very grievous sin against faith,
but which amounts at the worst to something far
below positive apostasy. Some indeed of the
criteria of missionary success given in the Report
are insufficient to the extent of being simply
ludicrous. We find the most confident hopes
built upon such facts as that of a Catholic attend-
ing a controversial lecture or sermon, courteously
receiving the visit of a missionary, accepting a
bible, reading a handbill or placard, &c., ic.
Sorry, indeed, are we to hear of Catholics giv-
ing any kind of countenance or quarter to per-
sons who come to them as wolves in sheep’s
clothing, and against whom the apostle of charity
himself, St. John the Evangelist, would have
bidden them to close their doors, and withhold
from them even the customary sulutation of
courtesy. But justice and truth alike demand
of us to make a broad distinction between acts
of this nature and that fatal and final sin which
separates a Catholic from the blessings and the
hopes of church-communion. Even such an
act as that of attendance at the Protestant ser-
vice, though a still more serious dereliction of
duty in the same line, is of course no infalible
token even of a wavering, still less of a ship-
wrecked faith. Many a poor Irish Catholic,
goaded on to acts against conscience by the
cravings of Lunger, or, what to many would be
a still more trying temptation, the cries of
famishing children, is led to adopt some practice
of outward conformity to an heretical sect,
which is perfectly independent of any deliberate
consent of the will to disbelief of his religion.
Again, the Catholic Irish especially are disposed,
both by nature and habit, to draw subtle dis-
tinctions between the character of different acts,
very dangerous indeed to conscience, yet per-
haps, in the judgment of charity, of a nature to
exempt them from formal sin. The instance we
are about to give is not meant as an illustration
of the latter portion of this remark, but it bears
intimately upon the former. An Irishman who
had, alas, completed (at least for the time) bis
act of apostasy,.by receiving the Protestant
communion, was reproached by the priest, to
whom he subsequently made recantation of hus
error, with the enormity of sucha sin. “ Sure,”
was the reply, “and it was a sin'; but then I
thought it could do me no harm, for I knew it was
only bread and wine, and no Sacrament at all, at
all.” The peculiarly limited requireinents of a
Protestant ¢ conversion” are greatly in our favor.
No Catholic in his senses would think of calling
that Protestant a ¢ convert” who should be seen
frequenting, cven for years, a Catlolic chureh,
or be a diligent reader of Catholic controversial
books. The reception of the Sacraments, of
course, is the turning-point with us. But our
antagonists set their standard of conversion far
lower than this ; and did e adopt their rule, what
accounts might not se give, in published reports
or otherwise, of the progress of. the Catholic
religion during these latter years! These gen-
tlemen .sit so.exceedingly loose to the duties.of
external religion, and are, on the other hand,-so
extremely ready to catch at nominal converts,
that the poor Irish have ravely even any tempta-
tion (we speak always of adwits) to complete
their apostasy by a formal act of communication
“in sacréss¥ . for, in truth, among the religion-
ists who interest themselves in that kind of work,
there are few enough “sacra” in which to comn-
municate. < ooa e
- Againy it isiotorious to all. who 'bave experi-
ence of ‘the TIrish,* that, while some of them-are
teuspted by bribes dexterously applied under cir-
cumstances of:great temptation, to commit grie-

vous sins against the Faith during their lives, the

number is extremely small of those who are not
reconciled to the Church, ever when they have
formally apostatized from it, upon their death-
beds.

Taking therefore into account, 1, that many a
“ conversion” Is in truth no conversion at all, and,
2, that even a true  conversion” is no pledge of
a final separation from the Catholic Church;
and making from the statistics of the Society
the deductions necessarily involved in these
qualifying considerations, we think that the facts
which, in the Report under review, lie embedded
deep in a mass of superincumbent self-gratulation,
or self-depreciation, or self-complacency, or
whatever other sentiment has ¢ dear number oney
for its ruling motive, or the object of its reflex
operation, will not be felt very damaging to the
cause of religion, at least as regards the diminu-
tion ot its hold upon the great inass of the adult
population of Ireland.

We have perused the Report with some care
in order to get at the precise number of ¢ con-
verts” actually claimed as such. We may be
f(uite certain that this number will not fall selow
the truth of the case, On the contrary, without
imputing even exaggeration to the framers of
the Rleport, (and we must in justice to them say
that the Report gives no tokeus of it), we may
eastly believe that, for the reasons just stated,
some of these ¢ converts” are but half converts,
and a still larger propertion will not coatinue
such., But let us come to the statistics of pro-
selytism.  The following is a tabular view of
the conversions in the year ending May 1850,

Dublin 0 Erislanoon .. 0
Monkstowa .. .. 0 Errismore 0
King's & Queen’s Co. 0 Ballicoarea .. 0
Kilkenny .. 0 Moyrusz . 0
Cork § Ballinakill .. 0
Bandon 5 Killery 0
Fermoy 0 Ballicroy 0
Aunghrim 0 Weast Sligo .. 1
Galway G Belfast 0
Tuam 5 Kingscourt .. 0
Headford .. 0 Loughmask.. 0
Spidal & [nveria 0 Achill . 1
Killecn 0 Roscommon & Leitrim ]
Lough Corrib 0 -
Castelkerke 0 Total coversions in

Connemara .. 0 1858, c0inennn 3L

Here are twenty-nine missions, some of them
populous and extensive, yielding a return of but
twenty-one even nominal converts in the course
of a year. On the other side we have several
confessions of loss. For instgnee, in Connemarz

% In estimating the effect of the works, we are
forcibly reminded of the difficulty of judging by
appearances. Oue, whom we for some time re-
garded as a convert, sent for « priest the day
before he died 3 while another, a Roman Catho-
lic tradesman, would have me attend him all
through his illness, and thowgh he never sepa-
rated from Reme, and even allowed the priest
to come to iz, yet he declared that he had no
confidence in any but Jesus alone.”—p. 58.

"The latter anecdote reminds us forcibly of the
triumph exhibited at the Evangelical Tea-party
in ¢ Loss and Gain,” on the fact of Pope Gre-
gory XVI. having died “a true believer,” be-
cause lie was known to have expressed confidence
in the merits of his Redeemer.

Again :—* Seven have returned to Popery, of
whom three iwere young women who married
Popish husbands, who most probably influenced
them. Two others were the son and daughter
of Romish pareats who bad dot the moral cou-
rage to resist the priest’s repeated denunciations,
and another was a man who was never regarded
as a decided convert.”—p. 59,

Now see the « gains” by which these losses
are counterbalanced, ¢ Eighteen adult Roman-
ists have attended from time to time our mission
service who never attended before. Many others
have promised to come, buthave not as yet;
while a very large number are under instruction
and read the Bible and tracts given them, and
acknowledge openly they believe everything in
the Bible, and nothing else.”—Jb.

Ballinakill.—*“1 need scarcely say that the
great mass of the people are fearfully ignorant
and superstitious.”—p. 63.

Killery.— 1 teel I should not be discharging
my duty should 1 merely show the cheering side
of the picture, whilst I pass over in silence
that which is not so. I must therefore mention
two cases of relapse into Romanism.”—p. 64,

Achill.—* The congregation has somewhat di-
minished.. .. ...Our schools have not been so
well attended towards the close of the year as

théﬁ'g_,\vere-nt:.the_ beginning. Every exertion

has been made to induce the parents to take their.
childf%y@?-"aiv‘ay ‘from the schools. Dr. M¢‘Hale
visited: the island some months ago, and urged
the people “to withdraw their children from the

angels, and, returned little devils ”—p.68. -
. Truly, these are the most candid of witnesses.
- The following little histories ‘give’ more than
"an -inkling of the way in which these . % conver-
sions” are brought about: .0 ' '
CRA —, of . Lisnaskea, is
pious convert from Popery ; she attends church

o

schools, to which, he said, they are sent as little-

L ~ | tain ruin. oo
, we bope, a truly,

Bible, which is quite a curiosity to look at, from
the way it is thumbed, and scored, and under-
lined. She is indeed a very interesting young
woman ! and a faithful witness for the truth.—
She s a servant now in the house of a pious
Protestant lady, and is a regular communicant.”
—p. 16.

‘[:C—-——, an intelligent, frank, fearless girl,
gradually and completely gave way to the argu-
wents of the readers, and what she heard at the
inquiring class. .. .....She came to me several
times, and secmed to be earnestly seeking truth,
and searching the Scriptures, at the same time
quite resolved to leave home. Ithen ook her
in as a housemaid ; and soon after her mother
came and told ber that the money was all ready
for her emigration. She went home, but found
that it was all false, and only a ruse to get ler
out of wmy house. T recommended her then to
the Rev. , who reports of her most satis-
factorily, thatshe is an excellent trustworthy
servant.”—pp. 16, 17. There is a strong smell
of “ soup” here.

On the whole, we cannot be far wrong in cox-
cluding that, as regards adult conversions, the
operations of this Society are little less than «
total failure. Allowing, indeed, for the admitted
“relapses,” or restorations to Catholic commu-
nion, and for the probable return to the Church
of many who are described as having emigrated,
enlisied, or otherwise removed themselves from
the influences of Protestant bribery, there is
good reason to hope that even the recorded gains
of heresy during the year to which this Report
applies, have been completely neutralized, and
that the enormous expenditure of £3644 15s
4d (a sum which in Catholic hands would have
sufficed for missionary operations all over the
world,) has not produced the accession of a sin-
gle adult Catholic throughout the length and
breadth of Ireland to the ranks of apostacy.

With the children, we fear, the case is otlter-
wise. The statistics of this Society undoubtedly
exhibit an amount of success in the educational de-
partment of its operations,which gives us very con
siderable pam. 'We much fear that in Ireland, as
in England,many poor Catholics,who would rather
suffer martyrdom than themselves be guilty of any
final act against the Faith, are seduced, partly
bribes, partly by false professions, aad partly
by the wost istaken notion that the minds
of clildren under eight or ten years of age
are incapable of receiving any indelible im-
pressions of false doctrine and false morality,
into committing these little ones to the care of
heretical teachers, who do their best to corrupt
them. Ior the faith of the adult Irish (at least
in their own country) we have no fears. But
the prospect is, we confess, anxious if not alarm-
ing, as regards the rising generation. The ut-
most vigilance on the part of the priests, joined
with an essentially Catholic system of education,
can alone, under (vod, prevent the otherwise al-
most certain inroads, both of actual heresy, and,
what is even a more fatal, because less assailable
foe, that carelessness and indifferentism about the
grand distinguishing features of the Catholic re-
ligion, which must result from a counteracting
power applied with the most indefatigable perti-
nacity, the most dexterous ingenuity, and the
most unscrupulous disregard of principle in the
means by which it effects its objects. Sincerity
of purpose, howerer grievously misdirected, shall
always meet with forbearance at our haunds; and
we desire that what we are about to say may be
understood with an allowance for all which,
the sight of Geod, is truly the effect of invincible
ignorance in this movement. DBut, speaking of
it waterially, and in the abstract, we must say
unhesitatingly, that a more exact counterpart of
the Tempter’s work in the first Paradise we con
hardly picture to ourselves, even in imagination,
than ts to be found in the systematic endeavor to
rop a religious and united people of that Faith
which is no less the cementing bend of the na-
tion, than the foundation of the hope and the
pledge of the peace of the individuals compos-
ing it.

To prevent mistakes, we close with two ob-
servations.

While we have felt it our duty, at all hazards,
to set before our readers the true state of the
case with regard to the actual success of one
Protestant engine for the destrution of the Faith
in Ireland, neither they, nor we must forget, that
this ergine is but one of many; and may not, for
what we.know, be,a fair specimen of its class.—
Let nothing, therefore, which we have said, be
taken as .an encduragement to over-confidence
and false security. ¢ Legion” is the name of
the ewil spirit who ‘stalks abroad in the spe- -
cious form of a friend of liberty and a - mes-

tions of fallure to which this particular Report -
bears witness, must not be allowed.to throw. us
off our guard in a contest where, .although vigi
lance be not victory, indifference. would-be’

" Again, the confidénce’ we have ‘exj

iregularly, and is deeply acquainted . with ber

the ¢ tenacity of Irish faith,”’ must ot be ind
stood. to - extend in all its fulness to 'the “cds

senger of peace to Ireland ; andthe revela- -




