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THE TRUE WITNESS.

His Grace Archbishop Fabre's official
organ, La Semaine Religicuse, of last
Raturday, contains the following :—

« TyE True WiTNESS, the editorship of
“ which was assumed, some months ago,
by Mr. J. K. Foran, is becoming re-
“ markable for its solid and ably written
“articles on religions and social ques-
“tions. It pays little heed to politics,
“The interests which, before all, it de-
* fenda are those of the Church, and we
# hope the Irigh Catholics will deem it
“their duty to give it that encourage-
“ ment which it merits.”

IRELAND’S CHANCES.

We have read much and heard more
about coersion acts, arme’ bills, and a
hundred such obstacles cast in the way
of Irish Home Rule during the last ten
years ; but we donbt very much whether
ever a more calculated, cold-blooded,
dstermined Anti-Irish policy was ever
foreshadowed than the one that seems
to be the logical consequence of Lord

- Salisbury’s recent utterances. When
Irishmen sought to justify their demands
at the Bar of England’s parliament they
were met with every species of opposi-
tion, were crushed by mair force and
were domineered over by the mere
superiority of numbers. When they at-
tempted by other means to enforce their
rights they were met with every engine
of war that the destrustive faculty of
man could invent and with persecutions
go fenrful that the mere narration of the
least barbarious would cast into insigni-
ficance the most harrowing stories from
“Darkest Russia.” Then came the day
of constitutional agitation ; the voice
of the people was with the advocates
of Home Rule ; Scotland and even vast
centres in England pronounced in favor
of the world —acknowleded justice
of the cause; FEurope, Anericn
and Oceanicn pleaded with Ireland :
times out of mind did her sons
knock at the door of the British consti-
tution and appeal tu the sense of “fair-
play” that Britons claim so loudly to
possess. The story is old, and ever new;
it requires no repetition here.  The near-
est to success that freland’s friends ever
came was inside the last decade.

It was only the other day that we
called attention Lo the determined reso-
lutions passed by the Ulster Unionists,
They went so far ns 1o promise & rising
in arms against any oglish government
that would grant any species of Home
Rule to Ireland. A despateh, dated
London, 9th May, refers to Lord Salis-
bury’s recent speech in which he not
only foretells, but endorses a rebellion of
Irish-Protestants in the event of Home
Rule being granted to Ireland. Mis
Lordship had many weeks in which to
premeditate his speech us grand master
of the Primrose league, and Lord Sualis-
bury never says anything that is not
earefully premeditated. Both Liberals
and Tories ncknowledge that the Premier
uttered carefully chosen sentences, in-
tended to cutline the future ns well as to
define the past.

Lord Salisbury leaves, no doubt, that
if the Liberals could carry the general
election, and pass a Home Rule measure
in the House of Commons, the House of
Lords will throw out the bill, and de¢-
mand another appeal to the country, on
the ground that the electors had not
been made aware of the scope and mean-
ing of the measure. Heualso gives it to
be understood that the House of Lords
will remain firm in this position, and
will look to the Conservatives and
Liberal Unionists for support and
sympathy. Ifthe House of Lords should
be sustained by the crown and the min-
ority of the House of Commons, then
there would have to be another general
election or a deadlock.

Looking seriously at this new phase
of the question, we may ask oursclves,
what are Ireland’s ehances ? If, at the
next general ¢lection, the present ruling
party should be returned to power,
Home Rule would be relegated to the
next century. And even should Mr.

Gladstone come in, o bill might be pass-
od; but it would be rejected by the
Lards, and another election would have
to take place. So, according to Lord
Salishury’s programme, “in order to gain
Home Rule, its supporiers must carry
the coming elections, then get a Home
Rule Bill through the Commons, then

carry another general election, then pass
the Home Rule bill again and finally be
prepared to deal with a rebellion in the
Province of Ulster.”

If this is not opposition, obstruction,
unfairness, vindictiveness, systematic
tyranny, open disloyal threstenings, and
rampant injustice—all combined, then
we know not how to qualify such na
course and such a ministerial programme.
And yet despite Lord Salisbury, and the
“Anti-Irish Irishmen” of Ulster, the
cause must inevitably triumph. But
let no enemy of Home Rule ever again
dare to style the Irish “rebels.” Theonly
“Irish Rebels,” the only disloyal subjects,
are in the Black North, in the cradle
Orangism !

THE OXFORD PROFESSOR-
SHIP.

After the death of the late historian,
Professor Freeman, there was consider-
able speculation as to who would suc-
ceed him in the chair of History at
Oxford. When it was hinted that Mr.
James Anthony Froude was likely to
obtain that high honor much comment
and much adverse criticisms were heard.
The late Professor was, without any
doubt, a hard worker, a conscientious
man, and a deep historian: Mr. Froude
is neither of the three. He is a spas-
modic worker, endowed with & koack of
parading before the world his superficial
views, and passing off—or trying to pass
off—for current coin the alloy that he
blends into the genuine metal. Heis
unscrupulous in the extreme, as wae
clearly demonstrated by the late la-
mented Dominican orator, the immortal
Father Tom Burke. He is not a plod-
der, but a skipper; he does not study
for the sake of erudition, he gallops over
the surface and makes all the noise he
can for the sake of notoriety. His is
not the disposition suitable for a calm,
pains-taking, stendy Professor. He loves
the platform too much. He could never
spend his nights in preparing lectures to
be delivered daily before a set number
of students; there is not fame enough
in that kind of life for Mr. Froude. He
would prefer to tpend his days reading
the press reports of his lectures and
gleaning subject matter for fanatical
harangues to be delivered at night to
audiences that shout and clap hands.

We thought, at tirst, that we might
be somewhat misjudging the world-
renowned defeated gladiator in the great
Froude-Burke controversy; but a recent
despatch from London, England, dated
the 7th May, proves that our estimate
of that peculiar genius has not been
very far from the mark., The despatch
in question says: “It is doubtful
whether Mr. James Anthony Froude
will accept the Protessorship of History
at Oxford University that was recently
offered to him. He says that he was
not aware of the conditions attaching to
the piofessorship, requiring the incum-
bent’s residence at the University, and
neither was he aware of the number of
lectures required.”

Exactly ' Mow could Mr. Froude re-
side in Oxford Univeisity and at the
same time run about the world abusing
the Church of Rome? He would have
to give up either the one oceupation or
the other. It i3 passing strange that
such an eminent historian should be
ignorant of the amount of work that
falls to o Professor’s share. He must
never have followed a University course;
or, il he did, he must have been u very
inditterent attendant.  His actions, in
the world of letters, would indicate that
he had never been in even a common
school  where elementary history s
taught. It is very likely that he con-
gidered his own importance, and con-
cluded that Oxford, for the mere honor
of having James Anthony Froude upon
the list of its I’rofessors, would establigh
a sinecure for bis benefit. It is a sad
thing that Professors of History in great
Universitics shoulnd be obliged to study,
to work, and to carn their honors and
salaries like other poor mortals. e
are sorry lor Mr. Froude: but we hope
he will find some more congenial occu-
pation some place clse,

CATHOLIC MISSIONS.

It is o matter of modern history that
the Catholic misgionaries have been the
pioneers of Chrislianity in every land.
Let the ministers of other denominations
go where they liked, they always found
the trices of the Catholic priests, their
predecessors in the fields of mission-
Inbor. On the burning sands of the
torid zone, and on the cternal snows of
the Arctic regions, the impress of Catho-
le missionaries® feet have been left. Aud
to-day they are carrying out the come-
mand of Christ, as fithfully and as he-
roically as ever did the martyred heralds
of TFaith in past centuries. ‘There is
even a niore remarkable heroism about
some of the Catholic priests of this day
than about the men who led the Crusades.
There is alwaysa certain encournge-
ment in the martial music, in the tramp
of armed men, in the grandeur and pan-
oply of war to sustain the soldier who
advances to death or glory; but where
ia the display, the pomp, the attractions
that support, or cheer the man who
leaves his home to bury himself in ob-

livion amongst the Indian tribes, or to
go beyond all reach of civilization in the
lands where cannibalism still exists? It
i8 brave to rush agninst an array of bay-
nots, or up tothe muzzles of & battery,
under the eyeof a commander who holds
the coveted decoration, the great and all
important reward that a soldier craves.
But it is sublimely heroic to leave all
the allurements of the world, to walk,
at the voice of conscience or at the com-
mand of a spiritual superior, into the
home of the lepers, and there close the
portals, for all time, upon this world,
and face a certain death, and a death of
a most terrible kind, and all for the
sake of souls that God had created and
that Christ had died to save. We read
of missionaries of other Christian bodies
who go into every land, and who suffer
fearful privations, in order to carry the
Bible to the heathen ; but we never read
of them, or hear of them taking such a
step as a Damien and his successors took.
Moreover, these envoys of other denomi-
pations have their family ties that bind
them in such & manner that it
would be impossible, no matter
how willing they may be, for
them to go so far on the road of sacrifice.
A miinister dare not bring his family in-
to the iand of the lepers ; he cannot cut
himself off from his family to go there
alone, for he would be obliged to remain
away forever, The wise, a3 well as
sacred rule of Catholic ecclesiastical
celibacy, meets such a cnse s this one
and the application proves the wisdom of
the rule.

Yes: all over the wide world the Cath-
olic Church is performing prodigies of
valor in the persons of the priests and
puns. The London Tablet of the 23d
April, hins & beautiful letter by one of Ler
Majesty’s Commissioners on the Gold
Coast to Mr. G. B. M. Coore, of London,
England: it spesks for itself, and we
think it well deserving of reproduction,
for it substantiates all we could say in
praise of Catholic missions.

“You ssk me aboul missions here. The
Catholic clergy are doing A noble work. Un-
difmayed by malrrial sickness, which, alas,
too ouften carries off thelr most valued men,
the priesta are extending thelr milsslons
throughout the colony with signal success,
Elmina, anold Portuguese town {8 tha m.gslon-
ary headgquarters, and there as well as at Cape
Qoast and Quittaon the Togoland frontler, act-
{ve work ls belng carried on with rare energy
in thig exhausting climate by devoted priests
who win the conBdence of the fet!sh worship-
pers by their unselfishness, sympathy, and un-
tiring zeal. Nor are the Sisters of Charity less
worlgy of commendation. A naiive Prutest-
aont of position recently mentioned to me that
he had xent his daughter to the Convent school
as a boarder for lie knew that his little girl
would be well taught and kindly treated there.
¥. M. Inspector of Schcols speaks in hlgh

raise of thie thoroughness of Catuolic work

rom n purely educntional point of view, and it
1s upon his report that our excellent governor,
Str Brandford Grifith, awards the Stale grants
in ald of secular education., Oneof my brother
Commissioners, Mr. Vroom of Tarquah, was
brought up by the mission priests at Elmina,
and he is regarded as an excellent magistrato
as well as an officer of great executive ability.
1t I~ the wirh of the Prefect-Apostolie to open
a mission al Acera, the metropolls of the
colony, witii a pagan population of 23,000, He
would, I kpow beglud of pecunlary aid from
home.*

Next week we propose saying a few
words more on thesubject of Catholic
missions and missionaries ; but from an-
other point of view.

AN IMPORTANT QUESTION.

In the good old days, before the elect-
ric inventions had almost annihilated
space, we looked just us anxiously as we
do to-duy, for transatlantic news; but
when it came we were sure of what we
gut, beeause it was full and satisfactory,
To-day we receive, by cable, despateh
after despatch, aud asa rule they are
necessarily curtailed, at best giving only
a gkeleton of the story desired to be con-
veyed, and leaving to the imagination of
the recipient the task of clothing it with
the tlesh and skin, ot to his patience the
ordenl of awaiting * further explana-
tions.”

There has been, ol late, a most import
ant question pending before the courts
of Rume, one which has caused consider-
able discussion in the United States and
Canada, and one which touches upon a
vital spot in the Catholic system of edu-
cation. In two words it is the enquete
upon the merits and demerits of the
furibaunlt system, which has for object
the changing of the existing mode of
geparate schools. Conflicting are the
opinions upon the subject and divers the
theories that have taken life out of this g1
gantic controversy. Thedespatches from
Rome indicate that the matter has bLeen
decided upon,but exactly in what manner
we cannot say.; at best it is but conject-
ure to buse an opinion upon the meager
information that has been furnished by
cable. As yet we do not know, nor can
we know untii a full ofticial report of the
case is made, accompanied with the text
of the judgment, in what form the
question wus Jaid before the authoritiey
in Rome. Perhaps Archbishop Irelanid
merely submitted the Faribault plan. it
selt ; perhaps the Faribault plan is only
a purt of a more extensive system; per-
haps the reserved case or cuses, spoken
of in one despateb, refer to such portion
of a vast scheme; in fact, until the
minutes of the cuse are transmitted,
with the decision, to thie proper author
ities on this side of the Atlantic, it would
be uscless to attempt any comments up-
on the specinl merits or demerits of the
questions submitted to Rome.

However, when the time comes, and
when the full sand authentic reports of
the whole caso shall be received, by those
who ure immediately interested in the

investigation, and when such persons

shall deem it expedient to mnke public
the full details of the decision of Rome,
we shall feel it time to enter upon the
subject and give our readers an impartinl
review of the important question. Un-
til then let us be patient!

RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSY.

During the past couple of months a
religious controversy upon a dozen or
more questions has been going on be-
tween a score of writers in one of our
daily contemporaries. Already, on
different occasions, we expressed our
disapproval of that kind of guerilla war-
fare, and strove to point out the utter
futility of such polemical fencing. Ina
number of the Daily Witness of last
week = letter appeared signed by a
Catholic who has been a reader of that
paper for twenty-five years: that letter
seems to us to contain a fund of com-
mon sense and a great number of truths.
Its writer never knew of converts being
made through means of newspaper argu-
ments; neither did any one else ever
know of such results to flow from a reli-
gious discussion of that nature; but we
have all known and felt the effects of
the bitterness, hard-feelings, unchari-
tableness, and enmities that spring into
existence at the wizard-breath of reli-
gious newspaper controversies. It the
subject under discussion could be limited,
and the number of gladiators on cither
side agreed upon, there might be some
chance of at least following intelligibly
and profitably the ditlerent arguments
brought forward; but such is not and
never will be the mode of procedure.

There is snother point that strikes us
&s very strange,—it is the fact that
neither party can see any good in an op-
ponent or any error in his own case.
Surely no greater master in the art of
controversy ever existed upon this con-
tinent than the lute Dr. Brownson; and
in an article, written in 1855, upon
“ Liberalism and Socialism,” he says:
“We wish now to draw attention to
what they have that is true. Allsys-
tems, however erroneous or false, as we
have intimated in the foregoing article
have an element of truth, because the
human intellect, being created in the
image of the Divine and made for the
apprehension of truth, can never operate
with pure falsehood. To rightly com-
prehend a system is not simply to detect
its errors.  We understand not even an
erroneous system till we understand it4
truth; and its real refutation lies not so
much in detecting and exposing its
fallacies zs in detecting, distinguishing,
and accepting the trath which it mi:-
apprehends, misinterprets, cor misap-
plies.” How few of those controversial-
ist letter writers ever dream of taking
that view of the muatter! Irror is in
the defect of trnth, and evil in the defect
of gnod. We must sy thiz or asseit
falsehood as a real entity and evil as a
positive principle, and thus fall into
Manicheism,  “If man cannot embrace
pure falsehood,” continnes Brownson,
“pnor will what under some aspeet is not
goad, it follows that in every crroncous
or mischievous system there is and must
be an aspect of truth and goodness, and
it i3 only under this aspect that the sys-
tem is dear to its adherents,  If we wish
to produce a favorable effect on them,
and to refute their system for their sake,
we must begin, not by denouncing their
error, but by showing them that we re-
cognize and accept their truth)” We
would respectfully ask our friends, who
scemingly read the Bible more for the
purpose ol getting arrows to fire at the
opposite party than for any other ohjest,
to try the task of hunting up the truth—~
no matter how small it may be—that
the other side possesses. Upon the
scveral gquestions of controvemsy into
which the original one developed, the
public and the contending parties have
had enough of the evils, the wickedness,
the corruption, the thousand and ene
errors and wrongs of each other's
thcories; now, could they not let us
have n few of the virtues, good qualities,
perfections, fragments of truth, and mys
of light that most certainly should not
be enmpletely ignored ¥

There was a4 custom amongst the In-
dians to have horse races, in which the
st hiorse won the day. Each contend-
ing party rode his neighbor’s horse, so
that each one urged the animal with a1l
his might, in order that his own horse
would be the last and consequently vie-
torious,  This plan of reversing the
nsual rule of racing created considerable
amusement for the “stoic of the wonds,
the man without a tear.” Now, could
not our religious controversinlists try n
similar style for the amusement of their
readers? The old regular plan i getbing
too monotenous; just set to work and
let us see whieh party can say the most
good of his opponent, and can find the
most hidden truth under his foeman’s
cloak. ‘The iden is novel; the plan very
simple: the interest of the public would
would gn up like a rocket !

Mr. W. F, Maclean, Conservative, wag
elected member for Kast York by 27,
majority, over Ald. Leslie, the Reform

candidute,
———ma e

King Humbert of Italy has accepted

the Rudini cabinet’s resignation,

ROME’S DECISION,.

In another column, under the healing
“ An important question,” we refer to
this case, that has of late created so
much disenssion in Catholic circles.
Last week we spoke somewhat strongly
of the treatment to which Archbishop
Ireland had been subjected by persons
who evidently had not thoroughly un-
derstood his plans nor grasped his idens.
Our remarks have created considerable
comment, especially those in which
we predicted his triumphal return to
America. The following is the full text
of the deliverances of the Vatican in
regard to the attitude of the Holy See
towards Archbishop Ireland’s education-
a! policy, as set forth in what is known
as the Faribault-Stiliwater (Minnesota)
plan.

Before giving this document in full,
we wish to explain that if we wrote
somewhat indignantly of the opposition
made to the Archbishop, and of the
severe and unjustifiable criticisms to
which he was subjected, it was upon a
general princij le that we expressed our-
selves. We do not believe, we never
will believe, nor will we ever counten-
ance premature censurings of the pro-
minent members of the Catholic hier-
archy. When Rome decides npon a
question submitted by an Archbhishop
to its tribunal, we bow and accept that
decision without a protest; and before
that judgment is given, we believe in
awaiting in patience its nnnouncement.
It is a wrong, o daugerous and an unfair
thing to subject an eminent prelate to
harsh criticism, even if we do nol agree
with all his ideas or plans. He may
have reasons that we are not acquainted
with, lie may Le governed and surround-
ed by circumstances that we do not
appreciate. Therefore we siy that when
a dignitary of the Church makes an
exceptional move, and appeals to Rome
for a decision upon his course, it is the
duty of & Catholic, ef a Christian, of a
fair-minded man, to await that pro-
nouncement : and in no case-——unless one
ofpacent, glaring perverseness—should we
queetion the motives or good intentions
of the individual. ‘This letter of the
Cardinal Prefect of the Propaganda exe

piains itself,
RoME, April 30, 1892
To Most Rev. JouN IRELAND, Archblihop of
st Pawi, Minn, :—

MoST {LLUSTRIOTS AND REVEREND SIR~IL
has pleaved Your Grace to submit to the judg-
wmeat of the Holy See the arrangement you
deemed well to make for elementary schools at
Furibault and Stillwater, Minn,, in your dio-
cese, In order to provide in the best manner
possible for the spiritust welfare of the chilg.
ren contilded to your pastoral care.

This wise rexolution of Your Grace seemed
nll the more prudent liecause the aforesaid ar-
rangement, even though 1t regarded only
separate and exceptional enses, still appenred
to many of the hishops, to the mempbers of the
lower clergy and lnity as hardly worthy of ap-
proval, may be because they were not as well

i .
acquninted with the circumstances and condi-

tions of the transaction as they ought to have
been inorder to bave been able 10 pronounce
thercon a talr opinion,

For that reason 1Its IInlineess conflded the
examination of this hnportant question to
committer of cardinals ehosen trom the Sacred
Congregation ol'the Propaganda. In a meet-
g held on the 2Ist jost., after welghing
carefully the grave reasons adduced by Your
Grace with so much elearuess, which induced
Jou to enter into the arrangement mentioned
above,and constdering the declarntions worthy
ol every pradse, which show (hat in the mutter
of edneallon Your firace has always wished to
maintadn inviolate the principles et forth by
the Loty Sceandceommended Lo the observance
of the bishops by the counctls of Baltimore,
partleniarly the Third Council, Their Emi-
nences gave thelr deelsian on the questton sube.
mitted to them as it was found In (he accoms-
panying doeument and HIs Hollness has ratl-
fied und approved the same.

I hope Your Grace will bo gratifled by thls
deelsion of the 1Holy See, becealse, though un-
usual provistons made by the ditferent bishops
In thelr respective dioceses according 1o the
requirement of circumstances canpot be np-
proved directly by  the Ioly See when
they imply a departure, to a certaln extent,
from & general lnw, nevertheless, when the
Holy See declares that such provislons mny be
tolerated, It thereby puts an end to all indis-
creel attacks upon them.

Furthermore, by order of Hls Holiness and
with great pleasure to myself, I must not fall
to inform Your (irace that your expressions of
respeet, filinl obedience and unaliecrable ad-
herence to the Holy See and Its teachingn, of
which you have given splendid proots, have
been acceptable to the soverelgn Pontit and
myself, and have stregthened the full contld-
enco of the Holy See in your wisdom and
plety.

Flually, I pray that CGod may preserve Your
Grace and proteet you always,

Your Grace's rost devoted servant,

M. Curd. LEDOCHOWSKI, Prefuct,
LexaATivg, Archibishop of Dumlalq, Secrelary.

1n special eongregation of the Propnganda,
helidon the 2lst of April, 1892; to consider the
question what Judgment 1s to be formed of the
arrgngement entered dnto by Archbishop Ire-
Iand concernlng the two schools at Farisnult
and Stillwater, Minn,, 1n this cuse, they declded
to reply allirmarively and without derognting
(rom 1he deerees of the counclls of Baltimore
on parvehial sehools, that the arrangement en-
tered into by ArehUlshop Ireland, concerning
the sehools ab Fartbault aicd Stillwater, taking
into consideration sll the clreumstances, can
be tolerated.  In an andicnee held on the sme
diy Fs Holiness delgned to #pprovo the reso-
lutlon of the cardluals given ahove,

laxarTivy, Archbishop ot Dumiita, Secretury,

et ——— .

PORT SURVEYORSHIP,

THE

In the pending cuse of the appoint-
nent of asuccessor to the Inte Mr. Lowis
Port, .Surveyor of Montrenl, an nct ol"
great injustice haus nearly been consum-
mated. Mr. O'Hara, the Deputy Col-
Ic(.-,lor of Customs, who is not unly an ap-
plicant for the place, but who is enlitled
o it, by reason of length of service and
nl..:ht of promaotion, has heen nimost  get
ngide, at the last mument, for Mr, Boyer,

the ‘Lide Surveyor of this port. Should

suqh take place it would bem
of .miust.ice und an unwarranted h md
allon to the most efficient ofﬁce,_-u‘mih' ;
the Customs Department hag ev tat j
in Monireal. er hag
When Mr. Lewis died 1
pected that Mr. O’Ham:’:\j{d 0: 2 e
bhim and that not g word of N
would be heard. In fact not Onepof
higher ofticers made application for the ¢
reason that they all deemed f3 w’ould i i
useless and unfair. Hon. M, BOWelila
ex-minister of Customs, on the recon,
mgndnt:on of our City memberg sn; i
mitted to Council the appcin,t,mu ‘
of Mr. O'Hara. Things had re&c:u ‘
that. stage, when the Hon L;,d
Chapleau, having  recovered . from
his recent illness, assumed the p]g,cen; !
Minister of Customs. He wag g (mo
met with & petition, or application { -
Mr. Boyer for the position in que,gli.zm
That application was signed by se“l:i
gentlemen who would never have given
their names, had it not been thay r.han '
thought Mr. O’Hara occupied o aupgﬁoi
office to the one sought after. At onge
Mr. O’Hara’s appointment was blocked,
As soon a5 the leading importers Kngw
the true state of the case, inside of i
twenty-four hours they sent a petitioy |
to Ottawa to insist on justice being dops
to Mr. O'Hara. And of these petitioners '
the leaders were French-Canadians, "
For twenty-six years Mr. O'Hara has |
been in the service; for over twenty.
four years he has been actuglly
if not in name, the Deputy Collector: '
he has drilled nnd instructed the twq'
thirds of the officers of the department :
here during a quarterot a century; by
has been instrumental in the prome-
tion and appointment of a secore of
French Canndian  officers superior i
rank to Mr. Boyer, and over whose heals
that gentleman seeks to climb: he hy
a positive right to the place and the ap>
pointment of any one else, over his head,
would not only be unjust to him, but to
seven or eight other efficient and desery- |
ing men in the same department. Such °
an act, if consummated, would create no
end of trouble and would be Fraitful of
most deplorableconsequences. We hope
that it isnot too late to check the ag
complishment of this great act of yn-
qualified unfairpess, Mr. O’Harais an
Irish Catholic, of Canadian birth, who
speaks and understands the French lag-
guage as he doeshis mother-tongue, who |
has been the unselfish friend of W
French-Canadian fellow officers in ihe
Customs, and in the nume of fair play
and simple justice we ask, as an Irih
Catholic organ, that he be treated accord |
ing to hisstrong and legitimate claims,

Cotest :

A HOME RULE RESOLUTION,

Notice of the following Hom= Rula
Resolution was given, in the House of
Commong, nt Ottaw=, by Mr.C. R. Devlin,
the member for the County of Ottaws,
on last Friday.

“That in the opinion of this House of Com:
mons of Cannda the time has arrived whena
substantinl measure of home ruie shouid be
granted to Ireland, nnd this [House express thy
hope that atthe approaching election [n the
UInited Kingilom s majority will be returned
to Parliament pledged” 1o ennct a men-ire
which, while saleguarding the unity and e
terent of the Britlsh Emplre, wilt satlsfy the
legitimate and natlonal aspirations of ths
Lrish peaple by granting to them a parliament
wl:h Jurisdiction over all matters of A local
natre,

Natwully the public will expect, from
an  Irish-Catholic organ like the Tug
True Wirsess, an expression of opinion
on the subject. 'We are prepared to give
an emphatic opinion ; it is to the effect
that sueh resolution is very untimely,
inopportunie and dangerous to the ire
terests of the cause it purports to assist,
Thrice, already, have Home Rule resce
Intions been carried in the Canadian
HHouse of Commons, and thrice have the
people of this Dominion expressed them-
selves, through their parliamentary re-
presentatives; in favor of a full mensure
of self-government for Ireland. This
aclion, on the part of the young mem-
ber for Ottawa County, tends most cer-
tainly to jeopardize the beneficial effects
of the former emphatic resolutions. A
defeat to-day ; or even a resolution car
ried by a smaller majority than the
former ones, wonld be tantamount to an
expression of feeling adverse to the Irish
cause.

If the publie is rightly informed the
mover of this new resolution sprang his
notice of motion upon the House withe
out ever having consulted any of his |
Irish parlinmentary colleagues. Ifitis |
wiged that he did consult with Irish
members of his own party, then, it
would secm to be for partizan purposes
he has taken the step, and for the sake
of lacal political capital, he did not
hesitate to risk the interests of a causs
too sucred, to every serious Irishman, $0
be made n play-toy or shuttle-cock. If
he did not consult with any of the Irish
members in the Mouse of Commons, it
is to sny the least very imprudent.

It is mot necessary that every new
member—of  Irish  extraction—shouid
commence his eareer with o display 0?- ‘
[rish pntriotism, and a set speech, °
whether the oceasion requires them oF
not, whether his action is jndicious or
injudicious ? .

which each one, in his own sphere,
striving lo consign to oblivion; in tho_;;.
face of the existing divisions at homé:

aad the impending election; unde ‘hee

|

In presenceof recent deplorable events.. i



