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Unhappy Thounghts.

DY A CANADIAN COUSIN OF THE AUTIOR OF ‘‘liAvey
THOUGHTS.”

NO 1,

I am the author of a greut, work @8 yet in
manuseript, to be entitled “Pessimistic Positiv-
ism ; or the Mistakes of Iixistence,” the objecet
of which is to prove that all things arc as they
ought not to be, that life is & miserable delu-
sion, and that the vexed question left undecided
by Hamlet, Princo of Denmark, ough: to have
been surmnarilly answered in the negative.

I recommend all those desirous of appreciat-
ing iny system of philosophy, to study previous-
ly the ingenious lectures of Mr. Bob Ingersoll,
and the works of the lute ‘Thoraas Paine. They
cannot be obtained through the Loronto Cus-
tom House, but inay be picked up occasionally
at Mr. Cook’s well-known store. (** Unhuppy
Thought :” Strong meat ouly at the Coolk’s
shop !

With a view to contemplating the darker
side of human existence, I intend to pass some
time at the various Toronto bonrding houses;
“ulgo by sending my eldest daughter to a Tor-
onto school, to become intimately acquainted
with our system of Public Education. The
«Unhappy Thoughts*’ suggested in the course
of these sombre experiences will be noted from
time to time as material for * Mistakes of Ex-
istenee.” My dismal diary is as follows: Tor-
onto, Jan. 6. Somewbat exhaustcd by a
lecturo on “Evolution” at the Young Men's
Unchristian Association at Duflerin Full, I
slept soundly lnst night titl 5 a.m., when Iwas
awakened by a hideous outcry from the poultry
yard outeide my window. I looked out and
saw {n the full moonlight an enormous Cochin
rooster as big as one of Rev. Mr, Stinson’s
emus| Unhappy Thought: Why is this rooster
like Macbeth? Beoause “Macbach hath mur-
dered sleep.” More Unbappy Thougbt: “He
will do it again.” See remarks on Repetition
as a cause of Evolutior in “Mistakes of Bxist-
ence,” Vol. I, p. 23, Lay awaks meditating
sadly till 6 a.m., when attempted to dress.
Water in pitcher frozen hard. Went to
kitehen for hot water. Kitchen a den, where
interviewed the cook, a fat woman using snuff
profusely. Unhappy Thought: Material
probably at breakfast for notes on “'Delcterious
effects of Tobacco when mixed with Fuod,” (sce
Mistakes of Existence, Vol I}. Dressed slowly,
razor had an edge worthy of the CGlaciul
epoch,bit of soap jumped ovt of my hand andran
away under a chost of drawers, where I had to
tear my hand wgainst a nail getting it out.
(Note:=Intimations of spitefulno-sininanimate
tbings). Breakfust at 8, Tea and coffea.
Unbappy thought: Ten imperfectly differen-
tiated from coflee. Sausages and {ried liver:
snuff clearly traceable, sco notes. DBoarders;
four young men, two of them Normal School
students, one o medical student, one a dry
goods store clerk. Two young ladies engaged
1o sowing. Ono a school teacher. The youug
men never talk during meals, they act as if by
machinery. ‘The sewing gixls gigglo at each
other, The teacher sits next me, she comes
down late, cats little, goes away the soonest.
Dinner at 12. Boarders come and go in silent
haste. Bill of fave, same, with [addition of pie
and baked beans. Medical student, who seemms
to have gsome faint molecular'sensc of wit, in-
forma me that tho former is named “What-is-it
pie.” (Note:—Missing link in Evolution may
vet bo found in Toronto Pio Factory). Tea at
6. Same as breakfast. No aniwmal food. Pre.

historio apple pie. Size and consistence of
circular saw., After tes, went to parlour, comn-
furtable room, fire in stove, only one in house
exeept in kitehen, Sat down to write notes for
* Mistakos of Existence.” Room delightfuly
“still, no sewing girls, no students, only very
uict young man with our proud young lady on
sofa. ~ Settle plensantly to write. Not 8 sound
io room except the soft and not unpleasiog

cheep produced by the meoting and parting of
two sets of labial muscles, (Note:~—To col-
lect by observation of the actions of these young
persons, materials for essay in next chapter of
diary on ‘ The Philosophy and Evolution of
Kissing.”")

(7o be Continued. )

MODERN GEOGRAPHY.

ScnooLMASTER. — Where is the finest town
property in Manitoba ?

Hean Bor,—O0n paper.

ScuooryasTER, —Right. And what do they
eall it when town lots ten miles from town are
sold at auction ?

Bov at Foor.—A sell.

Scuoorynaster.—Correct.  Go up head.

Divided.

1 heard to-day some people say
There’s been a little brecze ;
The Marquis is corae back again
Without his dear Louisc,

And is she ill, or Is she well,
Or is she bamboozling,

Upon the Rhone or Danube’s
Delithtful waters cruising ?

Where warmer winds are blowing
Upon familiar faces,

And old acquaintances arve bowing
With fascinating graces.

Where fashion and good breeding
Seeks a change of air,

‘To mollify their feelings
Of ennni or despair.

I do not write with levity,
Or the least desirve to mack,
But if she ne’er comes back again
We shall survive the shock.
We are too plain and homely
For pampered royalty,
Who carnot feel but ill at case
RKRurrounded by democracy.

Aud to the gallant Marguis
We extend ouy sympathics,

For indeed, without a wife
A lonely life is his.

When his official term is ended
Let us graciously decline

‘I'o receive another Governor
Alien to this clime,

w
“

Intolligent Reporting,

Tv toE EDiToR OF GRIP i—

Str,— The unreliability of the average news-
paper report is nothing new to those who have
the opportunity of compeiring the nctual oc-
gurrence with its subsequent record in the press,
No one will, however, dcny that there are
several grades of correctness to which every re.
port deserves more or less to be assigned, and

perhaps, as a rule, the nays have it. Still there

is reporting and reporting. And certainly the
report ;of Miss Smiley’s Bible-readings as givon
in the Mail of the 9th inst., is gravely open to
criticism. To my mind, a yoport should be a
photograph of the occurrence it professes to
record, Like a photograph the report may be
wanting in somo of the high lights, but certain.
]{' nll the galiont points should appear; and so!
they will if the reporter knows his work,

In tue report to which I have special refer-
once, we are informed that ¢ tho full seating.
cepacity of the room was ealled into requisition
the audience being composed principally of
ladies.” 1If crinoline were in fashion I. could
upderstand the connection between the * audi-
cnce composed principally of ladies” and the
“requisition” of *‘the full seating capacity of a
room,” as, however, Cnnadian ladics are of the,
withetes, sesthetie, I fail to sec the correct-’
ness ¢of the logical deduction to be drawn from
the statement in question.

We are next told that “His Lordship, Bishop
Sweatman, iatroduced Miss Similey,” and I am
thus led to wonder whether the reporter does
not know that “His Lordship' is a style only
applied 1o lords teruporal, and not to the lord
bishop of a diocese. To call the Lord Bishop,
¢ his lordship,” is just as proper as to say ** his
loraship, Lord Dufferin,” which would be re-
dieulous even in a school-girl’s cars.

The reporter proceeds to say that *“Miss
Smilcy then begnn what cannot bo termed
otherwise than as explanations.” I cannot
help wondering whether the reporter expected
to hear the audience read in turn like a class:
in & Sunday-school, that he takes so much
trouble to expound Miss Smiley’s method. For
my owa part I have alwaye uuderstoodu “read--
iny"” to be & remdering, whether by word or
manner, and this, I believe, is the idea that
most intelligent pcople have of the term,
readings., R

From what elevated position the Mail re-
porter surveyed the proceedings of the meeting:
I cannot guess, but certainly be could not-bave
stood on the common level, or ho would naver,
tell his readers that, “To aid her audicnce in
following her explanations or deductions, Bibles
or portions of the Scripture were furnished to
each one present.” Well, I was present and I*
received, ns did everyone cise, a sheet of hymns
to bo used during the services of the week. And
on leaving the school-house, ia accordance with
Rev. W, S. Reinsford’s request that the audi-
ence should use them for the purpose of per.
suading others to attend who could best thus
be reached, I reccived a paper headed, ¢ Bible
Readings for Ladies, ete.,” which containa the
credentials furnished to Miss Smiley by the
Bishop of Pennsylvaniaand the Bishop of Michi-
gan. Theso two were the only ‘‘portions” fur.
nished the audience, and were neither “Bibles”
nor ‘ portions of Scriptvre ;" and had they
been, I cannot imagine how they could bave
helpced an audience to follow either “explana-
tions " or ‘¢ deductions,” especially the last.

Hoping that the art of reporting iay make
due progress in the coming year,

I am, sir,
Youra respectfully,
Criric.

“THOU ART SO NEAR AND YET SO FAR"

—




