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GENERAL LITERATURE.

TIIE INDIAN SUMMER.
(corJCi.tmDri.)

Tur, motiier hat heen tllft a widcw with two
c4îiltiren, a son antI daughuter. Theo son huti been
too sean expo5e.ti ta tlhe temptations ai* (le Well
-had tiecemoe iisselute aîîut$ as arieil away
by the frenzy cf intemperance. Titis almost
broke lier heart, but it, cotilti net alienate ber af-
fectien. Thiere is scmetbing se patient andi en-
tiuring in the love of a mother 1 It is sa kinti te
ais-se censoling-se forgiving 1 Tbe world de-
ceives us, but tlîut deceives us not-fienuis for-
sake us, but that forsakes us net ; we may woutnd

iwe unuy abandlon it, we may fargot it-but it
will neyer wound, ner abandon, nor forget us!

The isu gbtor was déclicate andi feeble. She
sicicened in ber motheT's arins, anti feil inta a itlow
decline. licr brobhor's ingratitude liait stricken
ber tao. Those who have wvatchedthebb progressa
ef slowv anti iastiig decUne, mray recollect hîow
fondiy the somferer wvill ding la santie f.uvaurite
ivish, wboso gratiBcOetion she thînks may strengbh-
en bier wasted framre, anti %liieb, tlioîigb wve arc
persuîudcd it will lie useless te grant, wc feol it
cruclty ta deny. With tbis hopte, she badti on-
est foir tbc catin retirement cf thc country, anti
hadt cae with lier mother inte the beoin cf these
solitudes, tc breathe their exhilirating air, anti ta
forget, in the cubin cf rural life, the cures iliat
seemodti ( hurry on the progress of the diseuse.
There is a quiet cbarm in rural occupations, wbicb
soothes and tranquilizes the seul; andtiheb inva-
liii, (but is heaut-siek with the noise cf the city,
retires te tbe s1iades of ceountry lifeflnds (lie hope
cf existence renewed, anti soinebbingr taken awuy
from bbc bitterness of tieatb.

Çvhen thec peor girl saw her yo;ing friends
around ber in tbc bloomi cf heatb and hilarity of
yotb, antithe atonîe drecping anti sickly, rite felt
that it %vas bard ta die. tBnt ini the shaules of the
country, bte gaiety cf the world was fargottei.
Ne' earthly ticaire itîtrutict te cvershadov thie soift

slereniu.y af bier seili; andi, when tbe last hope cf
life forsoek ber, a voice seemeti le whisper, (bat
in tlhe steep cf deulli no cures intrudoti, andi thiat
(bey were blessei wvha die in thie Lord.

Tlhe summer passeul eta.ay in rural occupations,
and the simple pastimes of couantry lifte. She
was regulur in ber devetioîîs ut the village church
on Suntays, anti ufter btie service, iveuild visit
the cottages cf. the paor îu'îth ber înotber, or stroli

aleng tbc troodlanti, and listen lo bue sang cf thc
birds, anti the melancholy ripple of' tlie broak.
At sucb bimes she %voutti spcak teuctiigly of lier
own fate, anti look op witlî teara into ber mobher's
face. Thon lier houîgbts w(,ulti wander back te
euriier days-to bier yoting companions-to ber
brother. Whcn shie spoke cf lîim, site %vept as
thengh ber heurt womild break. Tlîey were near-
ly cf the samne age, had beeni etiucute<l togeblier,
anti hat loveti ecb ailier wibh AIU the teiîderness
of hretherly love. There was sometbing terrible
in the idea tisst be liat forgotuen ber, juîst aus sie
wus dropping into tliegrave. But there ar semaé-
limes ulienatiens of buîe heaut, which event(le
ulark anticipations cf ticubb caniîct change.

At length the nutumn camE-tbub seber season,
whose very beitity remintis us cf dissolution anti
tecay. The stimer birds huti flown, bbc leaf
Changeti is âue, And bbe winti rustieti mournfully
amid the trees. As tho ceason adivancedi, tbe
bealth cf tho invalid gradually tiecliiied. Thie
lamp of life was ncarly exhautteti. Ber rambles
becarne confineil ta a little garilen, 'where ase
wOuilLd sometimes sbroli out cf a morning ta gather

flowvers for lier wîndfo%. Th'le freMb morniiig eir
.ieemeol to revive bier ; but, tnwurds the close of
day, tlîe hectic woiilt fluish lier clîeek, andl but tae
plainiy indicateti that there was tio longer auîy
licite of lifte.

Th'e niotber wutclîoiber tiying chilil witlî an
unguisb, thaï, flnc but a inotbei's heart cuîî feel.
site woulul su, and gaze wvit[ully tipoti tier as sie
slrpt, and poure out lier sont in lîrayer, tlbat tlîis
hast solace of dtining years miglît yet lue s1iured
ber. But the tinys of lier child wiere numbereti.
She hati tîcome catin and resigiiet, andt ber soeul
seemeil te bie spriiîging un ta a pure anti ho.avenly
joy. Rteligion hati irradiateti the gloom of (lie
sick cliamber, and b:ightenvd the patlîway oI tlie
teint. Death liat ne lounger a sbhîg, nor tie grave
a Vbitory.

l'le set(, delightful days cf (lic Indian suminer
succeetiet, smiling on bte yeares declîîîc. The
iioor sick girl wvas to sick ta icuve ber clianier ;
huit shte wvoîld sit for haots togetlier ut tue open
wviudow, andi eiîjoy the calm cf tlie auturi nal laîtti-
scalie. Ose cvcoing she was tlîus senteil walclî-

ng the settirug son, as it sunik 1 lotly lîefiiid flic
blite hbis, dying iii crimsen (lie cloutis of the
wveterti sky, andti fngiîîg the air with soft, pîtrpie
lighb. lier feelings liai taken a calai freint tlîe
quiet of tbc sýcene ;andi site thutuglît hoîv swcet
it weie that life shlit close, like tic close of au
auturrinul ilay, andti li cloutis of tleath catch (lie
rudiance of a gloricus and i eernal mornuuîg.

A little bird, tbat lid been the comamtien of
ber sickness, was fluttering ini its cage luesiuîe lier,
andi singing %vîth a merry heurt from its wickei
prison. Site listeneti a moment te its sang %vitlî
a feeling of beîîtlerness, anti siglîcîl. ' Thou hast
cheereti my sick cliamober with thy clieerful
vaice,' said shtes ç anti hast sharetl witlî me uoy lons&
cuîîtivity. t shahi souri be fro, aîîd 1 wvili net
leure bhee hiere a tprisoner.e As sne spn<o. sie
openeti the door of te cage ;tfli birîl iarteti forth
front the winilow, balanceti itsclf a montent on its
wings, as if ta say farewcll, andl then rase up jute
thic sky with a sang of dèoligbt.

As she watched ber littie favouirite floating up.
wvarts ii bue soft evensing air, and growiiîg sînal-
ler and smaller îintil it tli'minislied t<, a little sjieck
in the blue heaven, lier attention wvas arresteil by
tle sauti of a liorse', floors. A moent after,
the rider dismousutet i uth horr. ffliei shte be-
lielîl bim, lier check bccamg suiltniy flulîcl,
anti thons trîrneti deadliy pale agaiiî. Site starteil
tip, anul rtISheol tOWaruq il e door, bîut lier strengtlm
laileti ber; she faltereil, aîdîtisînk ini ber inn-
ther'a arins in a sweiso. Alinost ut the saine mo-
ment the door openeti, and iber brother entereti
the rocai.

The tics cf nature liati been looseneti, but wvrre
ton stireng te hoe broken. Thie relimîkes of Coli-
scie.ce liatl arisen above bhe sang or tlie revel,
andti he madtienini: glec cf drij4kenness.. liiiint-
cil by feaifut pliantonis, anti fîîll of mcntail terrore,
bo bâti liiirrieil away from flie çcenses cf tleliaîch,
boping ta atone for lus errors, by funture cire andl
Solicibuile. lus Moblier emhrsced lîir with ail]
the tender yearnings of a moblîor's heuart. Sorrew,
bati chasteneti every reproacliful feeling, silenceti
every sentiment cf reproof. She hai alreatiy
forgotteîî ait pat unkinuinesg.

ln the meantime, the peur invalit i vs curried
te bcd insensible ;and un lieur passnd before signs
of rettirning life appeareti. A smull taper tiîrcw
ifs pale andti remulous rays aroti the chamber,
andtiher brother sut by lier bedside, silently andi
anxiously watcliing- ber colti, inanimute foatures.
At length, a slight colour flusheti her cbcek ; lier
lips meveti, as if site were endeavouring tc> articu-
laite something; thoen site sigh cd deeply, andti In-
guidly apeneti ber eyes, us if awakening froni a

dep sleeps. lier inother IVCS benîliîg over lier
sile tlîrew her anins about her iieck, ani kisseti
her.

cc lMotlieT," a id shc, in a soft andi alimosi inani-
d!lîe voice, diti have iîad sucli a tiream !-l

tolt btGeorge bail cin ehack açain, and
tlint %va were happy ; and that i sbotild not die-
,ict yet. Blut no, it wvas nlot a uream,"1 cnntinueti
shse, raisinir ber bead train the pilla¶.v, andi gâzing
wistfuliy A bout the ronus. cc He lias corne back
again-and wp are happy-anil, Pli! mother,
muist 1 (lie 711 Ilere site feul back tilion lier pilloiw,
And cavering her fire witb both handls, burst int
te arq.

lier brother, %vise sat by tic betiside, hidilen by

thle cortain, cotild îîa longer withstancl the vio-
lence of bis émotions. Hé caugbt ber in bis armé,
anil kisseil lier tsars away. Site siticloseil her
eyca, smiieti, and fainily articulateti, fi Dear
Geree -h rost died tîpon lier lips. It was
nattires Iast effiort. Sbe tirniiel ber eye from
bim ta bier motiier-then lîack-tîen ta lier mo-
tuber agâin ; her lips movei-an asby bise spreati
over ber. cetintensance-and site caîtired., witb a
sigb.

Such was the histury of (lie uleceaseul, a.q 1 ga-
tîtereti il from cite of Uli viliagers. i conltinuit
my jniîriiey thîe iiext mornisif, andi pas.qeil ly tbé
~ravîeyaril. Tbe sui shone soltly ajion it, and tb.

îiew glisteied i ipons the turf. it scemedti a me
an Image offlie nsoiniag of that eternal d A", wlîenl
tbis corrupible salal puit oni incorruption, andi this
mortal shahi put on immortality.

RE LIGIOUS LITERATURE.

NO0 I i O E !
TîîF niglît mîist-be very. dark Iliat bas no star.
Tbat lirait ntint lie very dark thaï, bas no hope.
Wlinsc patlh is flot clicereti by tîte star of hotte
'lie sailor fixes, bis eyes upons it inic ue iiderics

of tlic sea. Thte travrlicr in (lie desert passes on
sis wvcary va>,, whrle hotte promises that his

îourney's endti s near. TIie Cbristian-a mariner
in a boisterocis ira-a traveller hu a bawling wil-
ileîness-is sustaineil ly hopie, as an anchor ta bis
FOUl.

SINNFJS HAVE iioi'E. If cans scarcely ha pos-
.sible th1.11aîîy main çans live uncemîcerneil, ilbehut
soaise"crt:t assurance of future goad. Despair
woiilil soon weir eut life. But il intist he. a mi-
serable hottîe thât an impenitent siffler lîugs ta hlà
lienît. Il must prove like tile pbantom lFneai
enilraceti, %vliichi vanisîteti as offeen as lie catigbb
it in luis Armus. Tîtere is tlic honpe of the hypocrite
-it decCives its owner more than others. But the
sînrier tbinlus iny bicite botter than none, and
hangs bis tternity oil a spiticr's web.

Onie Iîopts in fue fulnfss of tlhe alonsemesi.--l
tbiiîks Christ has madie su glorious a sacrifice for
sinners, that noue necîl font cf fuiiing to fint for-
giveness. lie loves tu tiwell an tbe ali-sufficieîicy
of the atonement, anti tallcs la rgely on heing re-
ilcemeti anîoang tbe multtitudle tîtat no man cun
îîuîmber. Bot. he makes a fatal mistuke. If the
atontement bail bccn ten thousand limes more foli
Anti fiée, it, %vouiti îet avait for him, unless be
complieti witb tbe tenins on wbich it was otigreti.
If Christ bud tiiet but for one sinner, thât sinner
couiti net lie saveti uniess hIe repenteti and be-
iieveti. Tite inerits af that sacrifice maist*e up-
plied by the Hoiy Spirit, or it bas been madie in
vain. Ail the rocks on cati would net avait te
sustain a bouse unless it were biuilt upion thon,.
The sinner must fibd the Saviour, and builîl on
hiro, or when the storms cf trial corne, ile will
discover, to lbe, Ïhat bis bause wu~ buitt upon


