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and if b. would visit a certain club
of which they were meinhers, they
could promise hini a sociable evening,
etc.

It was the old colonel, wlio liad
known Martin froni boyhood, who,
upon learning of his intention, came
looking for him on the jump."

"Whajt's this I hear, you young ras-
cal ?" lie shouted, catchinig siglit of
Jimmyv. '<Jumping away just when
the shooting is on! Gad, boy, it's not
like you to waut to get out 110W when
thie ducks are coming in. Youi can't
go, that's all. To-niorrow we'1l go
and have a day's ducking on the lakc.
Ilere, you feilows,» lie appealed to
the captain and Billy, who liad re-
sumed their game of billiards, '<corne
over liere aud help me reason with
this young outlaw. Want's to skip~
out just wlien the duck.shootmng 18
on. Ever hear the. like of it?»

Ca1ptain Simuis came over smiling.
"Perhaps lie is flot mufficiently expert
at the, game of 8hooting to wish to try
ii hand,» lie umiled. "Of course, if

you willhsay, Jimmy,» lie added
sauvely, '<we'Ul se. that you have firut
elice of blinds, and ail that."

"Sure, we'll do our best tâo place
you so's you csn make some kinci of
a sIIowXig,» backed Billy magna-
imously.

The. old colonel doublcd up in a
Ioud guffaw. «Why, you hanged
idiots, let me tell yen something,» lic
cried wiiên lie eould get lis breatli.

"oyou knQw that this saxue Jimmy

'<Thanks," grunted Martin.
glancing up, lie cauglit sight o
ion in the doorway. H. bckor
over.

"And wliat is the. question
the bouse?»" she smiled, glancin
one to the other of lier guests.

«Were trying to persuade
to remain over for the duck-sho
explained the captain and Bil
breath.

Martin wanted to look strail
!o Marion's gray eyes, but lie ki
would flnd the word '«qiiitter>
so he squirmed and looked fi
uucomfortable as lie feIt.

Low chuckles from the capta
Billy brouglit liii back to h
Under the circinatances an or
cbuckle was bad enougli. A, d
chuckle was worse. Martin Nç
ou his rivals.

"Ill atay on one condition," 1
quietly. «That condition is, if
fewer ducks to-morrow than b
you gentlemen bag together, I @
totlie city. If I ba more du
morrow thani both of you toge
you go ba*ck t the. city."

Silence, dead and aweaomsuf
followed Martin's challenge.
glanced at Marion and was ir
read approval. in lier eyes.
course," le mmiled, addrems
other two, "if yon feel the
agai.nst you are toe great-2»

"Oh, we'il take the wager,"
the. captaiu, <'that ia, frYidl
Marion is wiiling. 0O course,
look as thougli w. were forcit
te, leave, and we den't waut j


