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and exclusive spiritof youngdevotion. Well
then may we bear with the rebukes which
this earncst temper is sometimes impeiled o
administer: for by a mental necéssity, all
strong (eeling must be exclusive, till wisdom
and experience have trained it 3 lill.lhe wor‘xh
of ‘many things has been ascertained; till
Grod is seen, not sitting aloof from his creation
to show how contemptibleit is, but pervading
it to give it sanclity; till it is found how
much that is human is also divine. None
learned this so soon or so profoundly as
Jesus. And cven now, the very sight of
home restored his houschold sympathies
again; for when he went to Nazarcth with
his parents, ‘‘ he was obedicnt unto them:
and inzreased in favor” with man'as well as
God.—James Martineau.

«

NECESSITY OF A DEFINITE FAITH.

The present age, especially in the most
liberal quarters, scems inclined to devote
chief attention to that part of religion which
is_called its more spiritual and freer part—
to the neglect of that which is doctrinal.
There is a strong reaction against the pre-
scriptions and dogmas of preceding ages.
There is a weariness of formularies, whether
of language or observances. The tendency
is to cast into the lowest degree of esteem all
articles of confossion, all modes of deseribing
what is to be believed. T'o define a faith,
however largely, is imagined by many to
imprison it, and to abridge unjustly the scope
of thought. And to urge the importance of
so defining it is looked upon with jealously,
as if one would thus turn dogmatist, and un-
dertake to dictate to others' convictions.
Now this feeling may ecasily be carried too
gar, and often is. It may take a mistaken
direction, and often does. (?an anything be
more evident than that religion is a doctrine,
as well as a sentiment, and must take some
shape assuch ? Will any one deny that the
Gospel is a belief, as well as an influence,
and therefore presents some shape of what is
to be believed 7 This shape, whether more
or less comprchensive, whether of one or
another outline, is precisely what we mean
when we speak of a creed. It will be differ-
ent to different minds.  We . caunot all see
it in the same light' or the same proportions.
But there it mus tbe, if wewould profess any<
thing, if we would ‘discern anything. = It
is an intellectual necessity, and they who
think the least of it eannot dispense with it.
Just so far as you depart from it you are in
skepticism. The individual that has it not,
holds nothing that he can with any propriety
call Christian truth; and the church or
denomination that has it not may as well
break up, for it has nothing to maintain, or
to be maintained by.

Let us have a belief, thercfi.re. How can
we otherwise have any purtion in the
believer’s rest or hope? Let us have a
creed also. For who else can we tell or
know what we beliecve?  Only lat it be held
with humility, and seriousness, and charity.
We need not ask too curiously how much
there is of it, nor of what precise kind it is.
We will not ask this of others at all, for it is
their concern and not ours. But if their doe-
trine jostle or attack us, it may impose upon
us an obligation to keep it aloof from our fel-
lowship, and to be able to give to the world
a reason for the different faith that weare
attached to. A ereed! 1t has been unrea-
sonable. It has been despotic. It has
canonized error. It has prolonged abuses.
Who doubts this? And certainly the fact
is repeated often enough to bring it within
every one’s knowledge. But we are not so
often reminded that it is not necessarily conv

substance. It may leave all art to sectarian
devisers, and all abstractinn to the schools.
Letit be as simple as it will, and as unin-

it some existence. Allow it a place. Do

the mischiefs that have sprung up by the
side of it and the hypoerisies to whicl it has
been made to minister. Let it have a hand
that can write. Let it have a tougue that
can speak. Let it have something, however
short, that it is willing to say and means to
abide by.

The word creed takes its origin, as has
been supposed, from the first one in that
suinmary of deetrine which has been styled
the Apostles’ Creed; * Credo,” 1 believe.
Why should we be scrupulous about repeat-
ing it? * [ believe” in the law that binds
and the goodness that prescrves me. “1I
believe” in the holy Providence of God that
embraces me with all. “] believe in a
Divine Spirit, breathing through and govern-
ing a material world. “ I believe” in the
Gospel of a Redeemer, with its wonder(ul
story, its grace and authority, its revelations
of mercy and its promises of life. * I be-
lieve.” Help, Lord, mine unbeliell We
may be doubtful about mmany things, and sore
perplexed. We may have but dim views
before us sometimes, and carry dronping
thoughts in our breasts. Be itso. Thisis
nature’s weakness, I could never prize a
wan’s faith any the maore for his rigid preci-
sion or his boastful eonfidence. But one
thing at least is as clear as the light—that
the Gospel can be of service only so far as it
is accredited. If it have no sauction for us,
it has no comivring trust for us. What it
had no commission to teach, we need not
thank it for telling. \What it had no right to
promise, we can have no reason to expect
from it.  Wherein it confers its salvation, it
must do it through * belief and truth.”  Let
us define that truth, each one for himself.
Not too sharply and noways ungraciously.
Butthat we may see it with greater distinet-
ness, and imprint it with deeper strengih
upon our minds. We will not cramp it
with any of our contractions. We will not
affront so vast a principle by artificial dis-
tinctions and illiberal devices. But let us
not be liberalized out of its pale and covenant.
Let us mark were we stand, and stand there
with a-modest but firm persuasion, with a
free yet a subject spirit. ' ~And may God
bless 1o us his word, -and make it a'rule as
well as-alight, -and include you -and me
among those  who are *‘ chosen to its salva-
tion'—N. L. Frothingham.

CHRISTIANITY AND NATURE—POTENT IN
SECRECY, SIMPLE IN INTRICACY.

From DeQuincey in Tait’s Edingburgh Magazine,

Forces, which are illimitable in their com-
pass of affect, are ofien, for the same reason,
obscure and untraccable in the steps of their
movement. Growith, for instance, animal ot
vegetable, what eye can arrest s eternal in-
crements?  The hour hand of & watch, who
can detect the separate fluxions of its ad-
vance ! Judging by the past, and the change
which is registered between that and the pre-
sent, we know that it must awake; judging
by the immediate appearances, we should
say that it was glways asleep. - Gravitation,
again, that works without holiday for ever,
and scarches every corner of the universe,
what intellect can follow it to its fountains ?

Aud yet, shyer than gravitation, less to be
counted than the floxions of sun-dials, steal-
thier, than the. growth of a forest, arc the

nected either with a superstition or a tyran-
ny ;—that it has its foundation in the buman
mind, and not in arbitrary impositions; and
that it has great uses still to subserve among
the uneasy movements of both thoughtless
and reflecting minds, - It necd not be for-
maily propounded, and it cannot be com-
pelled, but it should be able o speak itself
out:to the private conscience, and even to the
cars-of othérs when suitable occasion comes.
‘We know that it makes nothing ithe truer;
but it may help to impress us the more with
what we acknowledgeto be true.  We know
that it cannot Liold within the articles that are
the most carelully prepared the- faith of a
single human being. * Bot we :do not want
it for that. Iis aid is called in, not to restrain
but toexpress the thought. . One. may not
‘admit ity and then itis for others and not for
“hime - Or he may admit it, but'not-honestly,
.evading™it by some subterfugeof.intyrpreta-
tion’;- and “then it is for those who are less
ingenious and-more ‘singere. "~ According . (o
‘the view ' we -are now taking-of i, there is

" nothing in itimplying that it must-be narrow,

fhotsteps of Christianity amongst the political
workings of man. Nothing, that the heart
of man values, is so secret; nothing is so
potent. :

It is because Christianity worksso secretly,
that it works so potently ; it is because Chris-
tianity burrows and hides itself, that it towers
above the clouds; and hence partly it is
that its working comes. to be misappre-
hended, or even lost out of sight. ~ It is dark
to eyes touched with the films of human
frailly; but it is * dark with excessive
bright.* Hence it has happened sometimes
that minds of the highest order have entered
into enmity with the Christian faith, have
arraigned it as a curse to man, and have
fought against it even upon Christian impul-

have had a birth, except in Christianity.)
All comes from the labyrinthine intricacy in
which' the social action of Christianity” in-

- 'midute, rigorous;- that it must be technical

in its form, or abstruse and theblogical inits

cumbered, and as large in spirit. Only give

ses, (impulses of benignity ‘that could not

volves itsulf 1o the eye of a' contemporary.
Simplicity: the most-absolute, is reconcilable | is both thought-tied and.tongue-tied.
with--iniricacy - the ‘most’ ‘elaborate.” - The
weather—how simple would appear the laws | among his people, hie lias found some of-his
of its oscillations, i we stood at their centre! n't

and yet, because we do not, to this hour the
weather“is a mystery. Human health—
how transparent is its economy under ordi-
nary circumstances! Abstinence and clean-
liness, labor and rest, these simple laws,
observed in just proportions, laws that may

not cast o1t its nmme as evil, on account of { be engrossed upou a finger nail, aré sufficient,

on the whole, to maintain the equilibrium of
pleasurable existence. Yetifonce that equi-
librium is disturbed, where is the science
olientimes deep cnough to  rectify the
unfathomable watch-work 7 Tven the sim-
plicities of planetary motions do not escape
distortion ; nor is il easy to be convinced that
the distortion is in the eye which beholds,
not in the object beheld.” Let a planet be
wheeling with heavenly scicnee, upon arches
of divine geometry ; suddenly, to us, it shall
appear unaccountably retrogate ; flying when
none pursues; and unweaving its own work.
Let this planet in its utmost clongations
travel out of sight, and for us its coursc will
becomne incoherent; because our sight is
feeble, the heautiful eurve of the planet shall
be dislocated into segmeuts, by a parenthesis
of darkness ; because our earth s in no true
centre, the disorder of parallax shall trouble
the laws of light; and, because we ourselves
are wandering, the heavens shall scemn
fickle.

Exactly in the predicament of such a
planet is Christianity ; its motions are inter-
mingled with other motions; crossed and
thwarted, cclipsed and disguised, by counter-
motions in man himself, and by distutbances
that man cannot overrule. Upon lines that
are direct, upon curves that are circuitous,
Christianity is advancing for ever ; but from
our imperfect vision, or from our imperfect
opportunities for applying even such a vision,
we cannot trace it continuowsly. We lose
it, we regain it; we see it doubtlully, we see
it interruptedly; we seec it in collision, we
sec it in combination ; in collision with dark-
ness that confounds, in combination with
cross lights that perplex.  And this in part
is irremediable; so that no finite intelleet
will ever rotrace the total curve upon which
Christianity has moved, sny more than eyes
that are incarnate witl ever see God.

ENCOURAGEMENT TO MINISTERS.

Encourage your own pastor by your re-
gular and constant attendance upon his min-
istry. .

This is a duty of much greater moment to
the usefulness and happiness of a pastor, than
Christians  generally imagine.  “When a
church and congregation regularly attend on
the ministry of a pastor, it cheers and
elevates him. He considers it as an assu-
rance that he shares their affection, esteem
and confidence. He goes to his pulpit, feel.
ing that he shall not preach in vain, nor
spend his strength for nought.  He pursues
his studies with greater diligence, and goes
to the house of God with greater pleasure.
And when he stands in the presence of a
serious and soberly listening throng, whose
eyes are fastened upon him, he is animated
and encouraged. A mew impulse is given
1o his feelings—his thoughts are quickened—
his imagination soars with a truer and bolder
wing—his appeals are more ecarnest—his
sympathies well up and pervade his whole
nature; he feels strong in argument, and
there is a concentration both of mind and
heart, followved by an earnest and ready
utterance, that he can never have who is
doomed to preach -to listless hearers or to
empty pews... When the people with one
consent come together to hear God’s minister,
his words come from bis lips with facility,
strength and attractiveness; chaining -the
attention of his hearers to the close.  To the
minister so situated, the pulpit is more than
a throne. It is the pleasantest, as it is the
most honorable place in which he ever stands,
And the ministry is preferred by him to any
other service on earth.

- But when a pastor perceives that his min-
istry is neglected—when the absence of some
is occasioned by their love of the world, or
by -their: dislike of the plain' and faithiul
preaching of God's word—vhen one service
is deemed betler than two, and none better
than one, even by some church members,
the pious pastor returps from: his scene of
labor. disquicted and cast down. In the bit-
terness. of his soul he is ready to relinquish
his work; to remove to some other station—
and to doubt whether the minisiry can be his
province. [He is discnuraged in his studies,
‘I'he -energies of his mind are palsied. . He
knows not what subject to select, nor how to
illustrate it, for he fears there will be but few
to hear him.: He goes bound.in spirit, and

See this discouraged pastor. - In his visits

.

some in despondency—some it may be, self-
coufident. They need consolation, counsel,
warning. Hegoes prepared to be a minis-
ter of.consolation; a preacher of rightcous- .
ness’; a guide to wanderers. - FHe hopes to'do
some good, because he draws his bow not it
a venture. But when he has announced his
text, and his lips. are ready-to’ pour forth
words of consolation, the afllicted are not
there to hear the words of eomfort; the weak
are not there to be strengthened ; the bowed
down are not there, that their minister may
lift them up; the wanderer is not there that
he may reclaim him. What discouraging

disappointed in his benevolent aims. En-
courage your minister then, by your habitual
attendance on his winistry. Let neither the:
weather, nor worldiiness, nor indolence cause
you to leave your own scat vacant in the
house of God.—Dr. Sharp.

TOWER OF CHRIST'S CHARACTER.

There is a power, then, in the charaeter of
Christ,—a power which is not merely as the
power of a precept, that forces the assent of
the reason, and through that slowly filtrates
a moral influence upon the will; nor as the
power of a miracle, which takes eaptive the
senses, and overawes our opposition.  But it
is a power which silently works upon us, and
absorbs us, It impresses us, it sinks into us,
it purifies and elevates us, we know not how,
perhaps—but we feel that a virtue goes ont
in it and heals us all; penetrates with con-
viction at once the brain and the heart, and
wins our intellect through our affections.
There is no power so akin to it, though it is
far below i, as that of some great work of
Art, upon which we gaze and gaze, and feel
that it draws and lifts us the longer we gaze.
Or, perhaps it is better to say, some grand
form of Nuture, whose majesty thrills us with
an overmastering influence, wakes up all
that is goed and sublime in us, and makes us
feel that we stand very near God.  Or, better
still, we will say @ good man—a man whose
power is what we call ** the power of charac-~
ter’—who, {rom the silent virtue of his single
life, sends a holy influence through a comn-
munity, leavens a whole era it may be, and
influences the progress of the race.—Such a
man has, in 2 depgree, the Kind of power to
which T referin Christy and the iniore he'is like
Christ, the more such power he has. 11 is
the mighticst force in the universe. Itisthe
great reforming power that operales upon
mind and wins souls. Men are converted
and elevated from their low estate, not by
denunciation, or by fear; butr by a comuact
with a higher ideal’; and the highest agency
of this kind is the agency of character.  This
combines thought and deed, and is moral
power in its largest manifestation. Let a
geod man appear in a base and sensual com-
munity ; let him live a life of rightcousness
and of heavenly-mindedness ; and he shall
rebuke and purify that corrupt generation
more than any teaching can. The dew of
a blessed influence shall distil from his life,
and make all green and fresh around him.
A living virtue shall go forth from his pre-
sence. Have not some of us felt rebuked
and afraid to sin, nay, restrained and won
from our sin, in the presence of some good
and holy man? Have we not felt that no
power is like that power, to purify us and
make us better?  Like this is the power of
Christ's character. In this way he saves the
world.~—ZRev. E. H. Chapin. -

Entuusiasm.—It is very possible that 1
am too sanguine. - I remember what Charles
James Fox said in the House of Commons,
when the friends of the Slave-merchants
within those walls, charged the Abolitionists
with enthusiasm ; turning. to the speaker,
he exclaimed, “ Enthusiasm! why there
never was any good done in the world witfi~
out enthusiasm.” We must feel warm upon
our projects, otherwise, from the discourage-
ments we are sure lo meet with here, they
will drop through.— William 4llen. . i

—

Martyn, “into the village. where the boats
stopped for the night, and found the worship-
pers of Gali by the sound of their drums and
cymbals, I did not speak to them, ‘on ac-
count of theif being Bengalese. But being
invited to walk in by the Brahmins, I walk-
ed within the railing, and askéd a few ques-
tions about’ the idol. " The ‘Brahmin, who
spoke ‘bad Hindostan, disputed with gicat
lieat, and ‘his tongue ran faster.than 1'could
follow, and-the people,” who were about'one
hundred, shouted applavse. ‘But I continued

mark upon’ the ‘answers, . I.asked;  among

brethren in aflliction——some in temptation—— { other - things, whether what I . had heard of -

sensations must a minister feel, 10 be thus .

‘Be GintLE—¢T walked,”. said Henry

to ask my questions without’ making any re-." "
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