
TORQUATO TASSO.

thise with bis joys and sorrows, could only feed they escape
on itself. Overwhelmed with emotion, Cornelia and withdr
threw herself into his arms and sobbed ber composed v

Welcome. A strange sight, and one deemed 'the adventu
worthy the painter's pencil.* The beautiful and from Troy.

richly-dressed lady, every article upon and around The Jesu
ber speaking of wealth, just recognising, in the celebrated c
travel-stained wanderer, ber brother-the son of quato was p

genius! It was long before they were either of was the de

therm sufficiently composed to speak; and before wonderful s
Cornelia expressed ber own deep feelings of father was

anxiety, or listened to the sad details cf her study civil
brother's sufferings, she constrainied him to re- would be to

fresh Iiiself by the bath and the rest he so much the dreamy

needed. commentari

Thus did Torquato Tasso appear among his hiim to Padt

friends, after the imprisonment which the pride studies,
of Alphonso, Duke of Ferrara, had&condemned "lIT
him to endure, for the crime of loving bis sister. reopling the
Postered and caressed as he had been by ail Fair forms ap

Italy, the favored of princes, and encouraged as He com
he was by the Lady Leonora, who, won by the odes, which
Poet's fane, and gratified by the homage he ren- they persua
dered ber, received his attentions with compla- Thus encou
cency; what wonder then, he forgot the distance thiouîghs wit
between himself and bis pàtron's sister, and discover it,
dared to hope for an alliance with her. cessarily wi

The rash act, that of publicly saluting the prin- portant dut
cess before a crowded assembly, which was the leariing, wl
immediate cause of his confinement, can only be that he sho
excused by the incipient madness which fevered turbed; and
his brain and clouded bis sense of propriety. he desired,
but the cruel rigor of Alphonso, in his long im- more agree

Prisonîment for so slight an offence, which should When be
have been tried rather by the Court of Love, and sent it, wit
Punished by frowns and simple banisiment from ordeal of hi
bis lady's presence, will never be forgotten or critical taste
forgiven; and wherever the " Jerusalem," with its that a paren
spirit-stirring scenes and tender pictures, is read It would, pe

and loved, Alphonso's name will be banned as the happine
% tyrant who would bave crushed a genius so the work,
formed to delight the world. became, in

Tasso seensed from bis birth to ho marked out future fame
as misfortune's child. His father, Bernîardo to its being
T asso, a poet of some reputation, but better its author w
knlown as the parent of the illustrious Torquato, the auspices
Was secretary to San Severino, prince of Salerno, dedicated.
anid ho shared bis bonor and disgrace. The Great wa
Prince having made a complaint to Charles the author. It

ifth against the viceroy of Naples, who had 1 ters; and a
atriven to introduce the Inquisition into the astie admira
kingdom, was condemned to death, and the have added
eruel sentence pronounced not only against him, poetry, and
4t bis secretary, and bis son, the future poet, lent which
ot then nine years old. With great difficulty have judgec

though non
A picture representing this scene, is, or was a short ring bis life-e since, in the gallery of the Louvre.
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d by nigiht from the fatal punishnýent,
R> h e th ou. - tà

ew to ome, w er y ng poe
erses, and compared lis escape to

res of Ascanius and .Aneas flying

uits had just established one of their
olleges at Rome, and the young Tor-

laced under their care; and so rapid

velopment of his mind, that the Most
tories are told of his progress. lis
exceedingly anxious that he should
law, not realizing what drudgery it
the poetic mind of bis son to give up
luxury of Belles Lettres for the dry
es of Justinian. He therefore sent
ua, viere, instead of attending to lis

waved his magie 'wand,
groves froin Arahy: and loi
peared, mnurnuring nielodious verse."

posed many beautiful pastorals and
pleased bis friends so much that

ded hin to commence a larger work.

raged he began bis "Rinaldo," al-
h nuch fear lest bis father should
and forbid a design which must ne-
thdraw his miind from his more im-
ies. But he had the satisfaction of
hen it did çone to Bernardo's ears,
uld be left to finisih his poem undis-

also that he should be permitted, if
to change his present duties for the
able studies of philosophy.

had completed bis poem, Torquato
h a trenbling heart, to undergo the

s father's judgment. He feared his

which was admirable; and he knew

t's feelings would not bias his opinion.
rhaps, be impossible fully to estimate

ss ef Bernardo when he had perused

and found it so far superior, that it

bis eyes, a forerunner of bis son's

. le rcatlily yielded his consent
published; and iii April, 1562, when
as but eighteen, it appeared, under
of Cardinal, D'Este, to whom it was

s the fame gained for the youthful
attracted the attention of men of let-
Il united in its praise. The enthusi-
tion with whieh it was received must
not a little stimulus to Tasso's love of
encouraged him to cultivate the ta-
gave so fair a promise. Later ages
d more calmly of "Rinaldo;" Und,
e of his works were more popular du-

time, it bas passed away. Even before


