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I 4 DREAMING.

. K. DURR,
1 am dreaming, yes, I'm droyming
Of the gladsomo days of yore;
Thoso bright days so full of sunshine
That have fled forevornoro,
Still, in dreoams I often wander
Back to childhood days so fair;
Ramble through tho groves and meadows
Freo from evory shado of caro,

1 ain droaming now of childhood,
And fling open wide the door,
As 1 viow the old homo cirole,
Loved and doavest friends once more.
And I groot tho well known faces,
Friends I loved as when a child:
Visit eooins as yonthful pleasure,
Of my boyhood free and wild,

1 am dreaming now of motbor,
As [ laid upon her broast;
When I sighed and sobbud for mamma,
And then quiotly went to roat.
How { kissed her aheoks 8o warmly,
Placed my hands about her tuo;
And 1 said, my dearest mamma,
No one I love so good as you.

] am dreaming now of fathor,
Then so full of life and cheer,
Listen to his words of comfort,
Which I novermoro shall hear.
Save in dreams I hear him calling,
And his voioe I Know it well;
Tinmortal vuice ! [ hear it ringing
In that land whore angels dwell,

I am dreaming now of sisters,
Just as in my tender yvars;
How my fond heart beat in rapture,
While my life was mixed with tears.
Onco again I hear tho vuices
Echoing through our merry home;
And the littde fest aro bounding,
Here and there—where'er they ruawm.

T am dreaming now of brothers,
Of companions, old and dear;
When the ploasures of iny boyhood
Drove away sll thoughts of fear.
O, thoso years of joy and gladners,
Could 1 just once more behold
Al the forin in sunny chjldbond,

All those loving frionds of old!

I am dreawing, yes, I'm dreaming,
And 1 see the ladder thrown

From this weary oarth to heaven,
While the sleeper finds a stone,

O, those years of mom'ry fondest,
Lifta the soul from th' crimson sud;

When ‘mid dreams of joys seraphio,
Wo aro stepping towards our God.

I am droaming, yes, I'm dreaming,
But my dreams will soon be o'er;
Then, the scenes of youthful pleasurs

Will bo mine {orevermore.
Hore on varth I'd live no longer,
But would freoly lay my head

Ou the bosom of my Saviour,
Aund be happy with the dead.,

Cotrespansience,

FROM NEW ZEALAND.

Dear Christian,—Thoseasonof depression through
which New Zealand, in common with many other
parts of the world, has been passing, shows siyns
of change ard a more hopeful prospect is in view.
There are, however, notwithstanding the long and
loud complaints of dull tinios, many circumatances
which go to cause doubts of the times. bainy sc bad
as they are represented. Ouo of these is the amount
of drinking and drunkenness which is met with.
Horse racing and betting also flourishes. . The
extent to which tho Intier are carried on in these
zolonies is simply appalling, and is producing disas-
torous results, especially among young men. Tho
fascination ef batting, combined with the facilities
which exist for indulging it, has rnined largo nud-

bore, and 50 yreat has the ovil becomo that itforts
are being mado to have it put down by furco of law.
At o recont moeting of the Gunural Assombly of
the Presbyt’orian Church of Now 7 a'and, resoln.
11008 woro passo | urging upon the people and the
parlament the urgont uec-ssity fur sowo ao:i‘on
botug takon to suppress the gambling spirit whioh
is abroad. I feel sure thae this is a stop in the
right direction. Theroisnleo streng nnd inorc:\oi-\‘g
tide of prohibition to the hquor traflis, which is
making itsolf felt in various ways. Lnst wouk in
Anckland at tho clections of members of the
Licevsing Cominittees, the publican and browenrs’
candidatos wera beaten by the temporanco party in
overy dustrict sud by Jarge majoritics. ‘This moans
the closing of several of the lotels and the strict
anrroillanco of those that are left. Lest year the
publican party won by a narrow majority. The
temperanco workers in Anckland'arg energetic and
practical, and though prohibition is the wubject
aimod at, thoy are not desireus of forcing it upon
tho publio bofure they are ready for it. Graat
pro: ress has been madoe in the past four yosrs,

“ Of tho mahing of books thoreis noend.” Not-
withstanding the offurts at Christian Unien, this
qnoutation applics to tho makiug of sects professing
to be followers of Christ and Hie Aposties. THe
Freo Church of Tongs, the establishment of which
L montioned in a former letter, as woll as the
unhappy ovonts which followed, atill continnes to
flourish in spite of the oppositinn of the Wesloyan
Church, to which sect the membars of the Frao
Ohuroh formerly bolonged. Efforts aro now boing
mado to effect a reconciliation, by granting thit
which the Tonyans asked for,—~a local conferondo
and freedom from foreign control. It is doubtful
whether this will ho done, and if not, snother
peranont seot has been added to the hostalready in
‘oxisteace. Tho Salvation Army keops up ite poise
and show, but the novelty has worn: off, and withit
wuch of the atiractiveness both fur the saved and
the unsaved, and as a consequence somb ‘of the
formor are going back to the Jatter, I cannot but
admire the onergy and solf-denial which oharacter-
zes tho work of many of its oftficers. The move-
ment has done good in many casoes that have come
undor my own observation, but.itis lacking in the
aJemonts which affect a growth in-knowledge and in
araco and in conformity with theswill of God.
Brass bands, gold lace, red jerseys and military
titles are all very well fur a time, but they soon tive
ar.d cannot compensate for the want of the Water
of Life, which alune satisfies the thirat of those who
drink of it

Our Australian brethen have, since 1 wroto you
concorning Brother Groen’s mission to America,
grown quite a erop of *¢ Bible colleges.” No less
than three incipient institutious aro now at work,
A« Melbourne, Bro, Henshelwoud, who has recently
come over from the Presbyterian Church, has con-
monced a Bible sohool at theSwanston streot church,
in accordancoe with a condition which that church
wade with him when engaging him 2s its preacher,
that he would “undertake chargo of a élass, the
special object of which shall be to qualify members of
the church to cfliciontly praach the gospel anit for
future usefulness in the church work, such instrue-
tion to be opon to membors of the churches in good
standing and to bafreo.” In hisinnugural address,
Bro. H. says: ‘‘ The original idea was so far eo-
larged as to embrace a much wider course of atudy
than was at first contemnplated. I[nsicad of one

shall bw occupied, and instead of one precsptor,
there will bo at lerst three.® At Ballarat, Viatoria,
Bro. C. L. Thurgoid has started a similar class,
and Bro. F. J. Gove another in Adelaido, Sout}l
Australia.
develop iato a cullege, will provide students for a
central collego of a moro protentious character than
‘those wentioned;, which it is expeeted will bo

right & week it-hus beon arranged that four nighis

Thedo schools, if they do not cach:

eatablishod on Bra. Ureen's roturs fruat Amorica,
The chitrches in Viotaria havo for two yeirs beun
engoged in the work of ocompiling » hywn book
for use in the churches of these culonies. Hitherto
wo have usod eithor the English or the American
hymn book, and as s)me churches ueed one, and
others the othur, much confusion and disaatisfaction
oxisted. Tho now book his just beon jssned and
is n very orediteble produc ion, being, I think,
suporior to eithor of thoso now in use. Itiato bo
hopod that all tho churchos will uso it, and thus
holp to draw ololer the bouds of fellowship and
Christian union. The propor uss of tho hymn
book is a mighty power tor good.
Yours fraternully,

L. J. BaaNarL.
‘['arun, Thames, N, Z..}
24 Fob., 1888,

FROM FLORIDA.

—an

Eprrors Curistran:—I am moat happily and
plossantly reminded from time to tiwe, by tho
punctual appearance on my table of Te CHnsTIAX,
of the many doar friends and aszogiations of tho
‘ home country.” I have beon asked by tho writers
of threa letters from Nova Scotia this week, why T
do not write moro for your most oxcellont paper.
I can only arawor that press of work keeps me so
fully ocoupied that I find but little time fur outside
effort ; and then I-cannot but feol that but littlo
intorost would be taken by the majority of your
readers in nows items from a placo so far removed
as this. I l.ave had, during tho past year, one of
the most busy and most laborious yesrs of my
ninistry, and oan happily say the wost successful
also. The Christian Church at Jacksonville has
wrotwwn, under the most diligent care, from an in-
significant mission point to a position of strength
and influenco scarce sccond to auy in this oity.
“Threoiyears ago, when I came to Jacksounrville, the
populdtion of the city was a little above eleven
‘thousand; to-day tho population is above thirty-two
‘thousand, with a steady growth and itaprovement
that is in itsolf almoatamarvel. I know-of no oity
‘in the south with more entorprise, and whoso
growth-is of a more sure nature than this. The
growth of the city has brought to us somo oxcollent
‘church materisl from the north and west, and it
has been my privilege to gather together thero
brethren arid marshal them as a hoat for the Lnrd.
Wo havo also had some very excollent additions by
baptism during the year, and at the present writing
scarcely a sorvice passes without accessions,

We havo just passod through a gala ‘week. At
tho earnest solicitation of the Board of Directors of
our Sub-Tropical Exposition, President Oleveland
and wifo made usa visit of three days. Thoussnus
and tens of thousands crowded Jacksonville to do
honor to the Chiel end bis lovely wile. Never in
the history of this ataty was there assombled within
her borders such a vast multitude as thropged every
street, hotol and private home. It has beon esti-
mated that nearly one hundrod thousand visitors
were asgembled to groot the illustrious guests,
‘Phrough the well'known courtesy of the Hon.
Judgo Sottle of the United Statos Court, with whom
I hnve beenacquainted for some yoars, drs. Blenus
aud myself were granted the privilege of personal
lutroduction to the Presidont and his lady in the
parlors of the St, James Hotol. Although con-
stantly meoting with so many, President Olevsland
bas a pleasant amile and a cordlal way that at onoa
removes every feeling of restraint; while Mrs.
‘Cleveland, bearing her high honors with such ease
and grace, imprensos one with the thougbt that she
has all the fine instincts and traits ot a true lady.
The speoial that brought the President to our atate
brought also many -other prominent fwen from
Washington who spent sovoral days viewing the
tropical producta snd buking in the sunshine ef
“this-genial clime, . e




