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THIE SURGEON'S STORY.

"ill you tity my body, sir 1" 1, Charles IýIar1chaiin, a young physicir.»,
ivsS sitting aIo!te in the dusky littio rooin t-hat the sign, Nvitheout hlgmfiod 'witli
the titluo f IlOffice," wl'hen the words fell upen niy cars. 1 liad just returned
frora nisiting the few patients I ceuld boast of, thoroxighly heartsick nt the iwant
of huimanity in the world, ivet te the skcin, and moto than haif frozen.

1 nover remniber a weorse niglit in ail respects. It ivas celd as tiie Arctie;
blustering ; and the slcet that rattlcd upon the wvindows soon coered me ivitii
a coat, of ico. It liad storrned beavily tit day, the stores woro closed, and the
sidc-waik vendors driven te shelter.

"lGod heIp any onte who in forced te be abread to-ighyt,> lad bec» imy
thouglit, as 1. hurried aluing after finishing xniy prefessienal. duties, and breasted,
xny ivay hoinoward.

But scarcely liad 1 reaclied it, changed iy saturated garnients, coxe3d the
aparkcling anthracite jute a cheerful gIoiv, madle nyself coinfertable, ni begui
building castles ini Spain of the time when I sliould have a lucrative practico,
ride lu My carniage, and own a brewn atone front, 'whcn the strange and lteart-
chilllng werds fell upen xny cars, causing ail my pleasant fancies te drift aiway
ini an instant.

W~itt yeu buy xny body, sir?"
Isprang frein ny easy chair, dropping nxy wvdl-celored xneerschaum n »my

astenislhment, and turned te see wlie it was, like Poe's ravon, ]iad uttered the
terrible werds-

"WVill yeu buy my bedy, sir?1"
Tho question was repeated fer a second timoe befere I haa sufficiently

recovered ntysef-befere 1 ivas cenvlnced that it was no ill-enened bird, but
eue of huma» resenîblanco at least. Yet the request was se utterly unusual,
se mucli àt variance -%ith. ail preconeýved netions ef barter and sale, that
ail I ceuld de ivas te pusli a chair towards the intruder, and stand in sulent -%en-
dormient. *

In a few mements the self-cemmand 1, liad Iearnedi during hospital practice
came te my aid ; and I sawv that iny visiter wvas a woenan-girl, rather, fer she
could net have been more thaxi nineteen or twventy nt the utmost; and, that le,
if it had net beec» fer the extreme paller ni tle face, the pinclhcd-up loek about
the moutit, and the sad, sunken eyes. site vould have possessed, far more itan
is erdinarily the case, the rare gift of beauty.

The flickering lighit of the lire flaslied -upen the seft brewn hair, gîving it a,
nmore gelden celer, and disselving the snow-flakes that liad ledged there, mnade,
theni glitter like liquid peanis. This mucli, and that the dresa and shawvl wiere
cf the cheapest material, and but a peer defence against tbe hewling sterrn axëd
P 'tiless celd, and the strange requcat dlarted atgain with liglitning rapidity
threugh my brai»

"Lraw nearer te, the lire," 1 saîd -Il Yeu are ntum-bed. \Varii yeurself,
and-"'

CCI have ne time-must net stay," site answvered with a sigit, theugh liie
Sdroppe4 heavily into, a chair, and brushed away the snow-drops frern lier face

qith liffr ltands.
Wjitltout waitingt for further renienstrance, I hastened te, get seine reviving

o~eiie f itich I saiw she steod se tnuch in necd, and with gentie force, held
it tolier lips.

."II cannet-cannot," she gasped, liaif pushing it aiway.
:" Youmnust,"I Iinsisted. "Rememiber I ara physician, titat th.isa .pre-

saî'ptica, that your life may depend upon it."l
"±iife! O God! rew long and sadi Wilit give me strength 7"
"That certainly in thte objeot I have i» urging yen te take it. -What.else

.bhould, it be 1"I


