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" THE TORONTO CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

ments as loss unless he arrives ab the ex-
celleney of the knowledge of Christ Jesus
the Lord —it mahes 1o note ol his elevation
unless he s prised up to sit in heavenly
phices in Cluist—and it only bewails las
progress unless he grows in_meetness for
the mbetitanee of the saints in light.

ignorance and minery might produce 8 race of Huns

crcer than those who marched tnder Atula, and
Vaudale, more bent un desteuction than tose who
followed Genserie,”?

But huw can christinn mimsters forael
the utier ungodimess, unbehef and rebet-
Yion in which the vast muority of men,
even where modern progress is most pers 11k jy ng its best, with roitronds, steam-
fectly unfolded, are hastening down to eve 000
crl“;""gld"m.l".llh’“' can men who l”"f"’:x(-h. ols and colleges—free institutions—
t‘;’l ¢ the 'd'{‘“l’ c? o: u'l' 1 jﬁl'rg‘tl 4inC by press, and the batlot-box—Temperance
‘! °l;‘°c"“"~="“°'l’ of wealth, ** Huw ':Td’) ' Rocieties—public charitics—penny postage,
shall men that have riches enter the king- 404 jeace conventions—Sataa i3 still the
dom of heavens” amid the busthe of com-2 01 of his world

“Whatis a man profited if he gain © 9 Jod § Nerrd
merce, it is a man profit ST 1 he child of God is a pilgrim, and stran-
the whole world and lose his own soul;”! ger

* . .
amid even the presalence of i firmul de-

here.  Whe church of Christ is bul a
: . hundful—a few among the many—tried,

votion and an outward propicety and deco-

rum, how can they forget him wits suid to

tempted, and disdained, even by the boast-
! . ,ud civilization of the nineteenth century.

the chief priests and elders of the people,

#Verily 1 say unto you that the publicans

i"Throngh all the intelicetual, moral, and
. ! socinl glory of the nge, there yuns o brond-
and harlots go inte the kingdom of heaven whicl s
before you.”

way which leadeth” to destruction, and
muny there be that go in thereat.  Itis us

l

We would call back our platform and " true to-day, and in this country, as ever it!

pulpit orators from their exultations and was anywhere, that the friendship of the

ad eleetrie telegraphs—common

vain .glory, to the solemn truths of revela- |
tion, and say in its own language, « For ye
see your culling brethren, how that not
many wise men after the fesh, not many
mighty, nol many noble nre called, but God
hath chosen the foolish things of this world
to confound the wise, and the weak things
of this world to confound the things that
are mizhty, and base things of this world
and things that are despised hath God cho-
sen, yes, and things that are not to bring
to nought things that are, that no flesh
should glory in his presence”  We would
remind them that God sent his Son into the
wold, not to be the prince of moral plil-
os phers and socinl reformers, not to be the
lmr{:ingcr of * the advancing car of modern
progress and civilization,” but to save sin-
ners. We would remind them that with
all its intellectual glory, its refinement, arts,
inventions and enterprise, the world passeth
away and the lusts thereof, and that what-
ever clse he may be, except 2 man be born
again he cannot sce the kingdom of hea-
ven. We would remind: them that what-
ever they may say of the beauty and sub-
limity, the pure morality, the poetry and
cloquence of the Bible compared with the
productions of the sages, literati and artists
of all ages and conntrics, it is not any of
these perfections that recommend it to per-
ishing sinners.  And we would remind
them that amid the brief and uncertain
opportunitics of a day of grace it becomes
them to be instant in senson and out of
season, if by any means they may save
some.

The gospel looks away beyond the pre-
sent and. the perishing—it treats with man,
notid Lis relations 10 the warld and ‘me,
but in relation te-God and Eternity—and
it regurds with indifference all his temporal

. atness, unless as it may hinder the sal-
*‘vation of his soul—ig.tounts all his attain.

-
.

world is enmity with God. Whosoever:
therefore will be a friend of this world, is
the enemy of God.
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THE GOSPEL LU)_liNOUS IN TRUTH,
FROM I'lS OWN LIGHT.

Nothing is perhaps more common among Chris-
tians than the admission, that the gospel is a system
of truth. The fact, however, may not be sorcadily
admitted, that in companson with all otker reli-
gions, tru 4 s one of its grand pecubinritics.  The
votaries of other religions receive not their systems
because they are frue, but because they are coms

won.  The question with the disciples of other

relizions 1s not, Is my religion tue? No! It is
wy religion, us it was the religion of my father,
and his father, through a long line of ancestry. It
g urged on his reception without evidence, and
entbraced by him without examination.

Wien the Roman goveror asked the question,
¢ \What iy truth 17 he was only expressing a com=
mon feeling of idolators of that day. With the
truth of these systems they had nothing to do. It
way the religion of their country ; agd it tchoved
them to yicld to it an nnguestiomng assent, with
an external obedience.  How different the religion
of Jesus—how specitically different ! Chnst came
wito cur world a king 3 but he was to reign in the
kingdom of uth. (John viii. 37,) By so muchas
any of the secis ave adulterated in their creed, by
sa much da we see 1t stript of this peeulianty, and
ready to pay homage to a damaging tradition j=—
and again. by so wuch as it is freed from sach
swathes, do you see it effulgent with the naked
beauties of truth, courting the severest mvestiga-
tion, and willing to submit 10 all the tests of evi-
denee.  “Try the tlungs which differ; hoid fast
that which is good.”

We declase the Bible to be a revelation of God
> man on the gieat subject of hnan salvation,

+ is 10t the only rebigion m the world; butit 1s
the cnly true religion. How do we Lnow? It

declares the fact, and affords-itrelutdble evidence
of its truth, 1t contamns.+ long hine of prophesy,
much of which is nlready fulfilled—mnch renching
into a very remiote future, warting also to be ac-
complished. 1t contiuns a narrative of incontest-
uble mmracles, confinnatory of God’s interposition.
" For no man can do these miracles that thow
doest, exeept God be with him,»  And loatly, it
contains doctrines and precepts—g apint of . purity
and an example of nvtainted mozal grandaur, rising
far above all human conception—like the sun-that
proves itself the source of light by its own rays,
s0 the Bible proves itself to have come from God,
by its own rays of truth in which it shines.

i

There are evidently two classes of mind in the
world: one enjoyed by the few, the other pos-
sessed by the many. The former discover, the
latter discern. ‘The former render patent some
great truth, which, it is true, was open to the in-
spection of all, but lay concealed until the - disco-
verer brought it to light § then the multitude can
discern its truth. Tho history of science affords
ample slustration on_this point. Many hints
j smouldered in our world and in our common na-
| ture, concesning a rehigion suited to man  but no
eye was sufficrently penetrating—no mind saffi-
cicutly strong, to bring thens out and arrange them
in tangible form for the apprecintion of common
minds, “ For after that in the wisdom of God,
the world by wixlom knew not God, it plessed
Gad, by the foolishness of preaching, to save thém
that believe.”

Yes, holy men of God, who spake as they were

moved by the Holy. Ghost, whete. the discoverers
“of our ;cligion ; but having discovered it; and
! published it to the world, with- all the evidence of
, truth, it comnmendsitself toevery man’s conscience
,in the sight of God. 1 may not know the indivia
¢ dual who uttesed it, nor the age in which it was
" utiered, nor the manner in which it has been pre-

s

i served—things of themselves very desirable to be
: kuown, yet not necessary to prove the truth of the
! thing uttered. It miay have the witness in itself,
and needs only to be heard and received to demon-
strate its own vercity.  Thave some slight know-
ledge of the harmony of sounds, and T pick up an
instrument, and cmpioy it. 1 immediately con-
clude on its correct structure, from the sonnds it
gives furth, though 1 know ucither its inventor,
maker, nor history. 1 find it true to aounds, and
that is enough to recommend it to my use.

To excrcise fuith in the great doctrines of the
Christian vehigion, which justify and sanetify, it is
not necessary that Ishould prove their truth from
prophietic or historic evidence ; and yet before 1
can believe them, I must have some evidence of
their truth.  But this may atse frot the evidence
of tuth which they contain, which- shines like a
halo atound them, and which, as such, 1. eabnot
deny. For instance, this book declaies that t am
a sintier—that I am a responsible creature—ihat I
am liable to punishment ds an offender—that I am
the subject of great moral weakness—that I offend
against conviction and resolution—that I need par-
don, and moral help, in the awful struggle against
evil I am called to make. Now,of all these I
have experimental evidence, Lut revelation gives
‘a speaking vividness to them which I cannot sj-
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