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less absurd is it to turn away our eyes froin
obvious aud natural sugyestions calling up
to our minds and presenting in new and it
may be more impressive aspects, trutlis
which Seripture has elsewhere plainly and
directly substantiasted.  And the cffort to
link in these suggestions jndissolubly with
the Word so that ever as it is read, they
will arise in the mind of the reader is surely
not unworthy of the Cliistian teacher, and
may tuirly be considered as only following
out the mind of the Spirit. )

1t needs no quick and lively fancy for

mstance, to make the first picture present-

cumstances of man’s fallen estate. A poor
Liind iw_;‘gm' sit'ing by thie W’Ry&i(lﬁ. hmvi
naturaliy doés this sugerest our position by |
natnve, blind to the manite-ted glory of
God, Lelpiess by reason of this very Liind-
ness, and dependent for our support, for
that whieh we can neither earn nor merit,
but mu veceive as ahms from the Land of
merest pity. Every benctivient mir:wlvl
that our Saviour wrought, réuinds of some |
dite ent aspect of this sone sad fact—
The lqvwwim Le healed remind nx of moral
poitusion, the padsies be enred of mord fm-
poteney, the fevers he allaved of raeing
lusts. T'he hunary ful sugaest a deeper
inner watt, the demoniaes relieved, a sad-
der spiritual despotism, the dead he raised
a deadlier inward death. But of all the;

cnibiems whieh these inwasd and outwad

Woes sugrest, none seems  to fo more
thorouglily to the root of the matter than
this of biindness,  Itself merely negativé,
it embraees within itself or brings in its
tiain all positive evil. The blind man
travels along life’s rough highway to knock
his foot against every stone without being
awle 1o see the beauty, or estimate the
value of earth’s most flashing jewels.—
Thorns he feels, but Lie sees no roses.  Chill
winds blow upen Lim, Lut he knows not

that they bring up a rich eanopy of sun
gilded clouds, big with blossings and ready

to drop down fatness on the earth.

rains beat on him, but be cannot see bo.

the grass grows green and the little

rejoice.  In short, he is alive to A

pilk
nt

miseries, and insensible to most of the

nignancies of nature. 8o it is wit

h t

spiritually Dlind,  Sensitive to the misen;
and blind to the mercies of God's wise ®

Loly govermmnent, they grope their dar
way through a world full of God’s &

ket
do(

ness, ﬁudnw ouls evil where in puth @

good, ﬁudmg only misery where

every’

aud
thing is redolent of mercy ; and af! Pe¢

the light of 1he glory of God has
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shined into their bearts, beesuse the @

ot their understan:ling are not ¢1 ligh

te[let 1,

that they may kuow what is the ]“’W

his ealling and \\Imt the riches of the ¥

v

of His inheritance in the suiuts. Ah')

the central evil of thic fall ix spiritual
nessad the central blessedness of 1¢
tion spiritual enlightenment, thst ®

kuow with ali saints what is the heis
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, ove
lepth, and lenoth and brewdth of the!

God that passeth fnowledge.

Bat, winle everv instance
cured reminds of thisy the case ¥
lias 1w owtr peculi resson o e
apthy and passive contentment
the Lhud nmae i fiistof ol lcw-'-‘(

g atio
trasted as it i with the panifestt

eager and earnest anXicties, whieb
. place on tlie near approach of Jesu*
see that sueh apathy is a common ol
teristic of the Lind, and we can ensily
count for it. By the very coml‘le‘e
their deprivation they are shut 0“
everything that can remind them b

p¥
trast of what they are and w hat they ,,lr

have been, and thus speedily becoﬂ
livious of the great evil of their Jot
are troubled only about those
evils of which it is the occasion:
with him who isspiritually biind; ©
of the glory and Dlessednesss fro,
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Lie is shut out, ke is assiduous only n,g(’

ing to obviate the present jncon®




